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INTRODUCTION 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  the  national  organization  of 
boys  studying  vocational  agriculture  in  public  secondary  schools  under 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Vocational  Education  Acts.  Launched  at 
Kansas  City  in  November  of  1928,  the  organization  has  grown  steadily. 
On  July  1st,  1938  the  active  membership  totaled  171,394  in  5,648 
chapters  of  47  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  the  de- 
velopment of  agricultural  leadership.  Other  purposes  include : 
strengthening  the  confidence  of  farm  boys  and  young  men  in  them- 
selves and  their  work ;  creating  interest  in  a  more  intelligent  choice  of 
farming  occupations ;  creating  and  nurturing  a  love  of  country  life ; 
improving  the  rural  home  and  its  surroundings ;  encouraging  coopera- 
tive effort ;  encouraging  thrift ;  improving  scholarship  ;  providing'  or- 
ganized recreational  activities  for  rural  people ;  and  supplementing, 
by  means  of  boy-initiated  and  boy-directed  activities,  the  systematic 
instruction  offered  to  prospective  farmers  regularly  enrolled  in  voca- 
tional agricultural  courses. 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  a  non-profit  organization  of 
voluntary  membership  designed  to  take  its  place  along  with  other 
organized  agencies  for  the  upbuilding  of  agriculture  and  the  improve- 
ment of  country  life.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  citizenship,  patriotism, 
agricultural  leadership,  and  efficient  farming.  National  Headquarters 
of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  are  located  in  the  Office  of  Educa- 
tion, United  States  Department  of  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C. 
National  Conventions  are  held  annually  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  at 
the  time  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show. 

The  Eleventh  National  Convention  was  held  October  17-21,  1938, 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Vocational  Agricultural  Judging 
Contests.  Delegates  were  present  from  all  chartered  Associations 
except  Puerto  Rico.  Over  6,000  students  of  vocational  agriculture 
were  registered  for  these  two  events. 

These  Proceedings  constitute  a  report  on  all  activities  participated 
in  by  members  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.  The  complete 
minutes  of  the  general  convention  sessions  are  included  along  with 
certain  other  important  material  which  is  supplementary  to  or  ex- 
planatory of  the  Convention  activities.  Press  releases  prepared  under 
the  direction  of  George  Couper  as  well  as  certain  newspaper  accounts 
were  utilized  in  compiling  parts  of  this  publication.  Acknowledgment 
is  also  made  to  William  Shaffer,  Vivian  Jaffee  and  Lowell  Bland  for 
their  assistance. 

W.  A.  ROSS, 
Executive-Secretary 
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CONVENTION  PROGRAM 

Monday,  October  17 

9:00  A.  M. — Opening  Session. 

Opening  ceremony. 

Music  or  entertainment. 

Report  on  delegate  credentials. 

Roll  call  of  States  and  seating  of  delegates. 

Address  of  welcome. 

Minutes  of  Tenth  Convention. 

Officers'  reports — 

President. 

Vice-Presidents  (in  order  of  seniority). 

Student  Secretary. 

Executive  Secretary. 

Treasurer. 

Adviser. 
Nominations  for  American  Farmer  Degree. 
Distribution  of  state  reports. 
Announcements. 

1 :30  P.  M—  Second  Session. 

Call  to  order. 

Music  or  entertainment. 

Address. 

Special  reports. 

Greetings  from  guests. 

Unfinished  business. 

Discussion  of  American  Farmer  applications. 

Election  and  raising  to  American  Farmer  degree. 

Announcements. 

Closing  ceremony. 

Tuesday,  October  18 

VOCATIONAL  AGRICULTURE— F.  F.  A.  DAY 

9:00  A.  M.— Third  Session. 

Opening  ceremony. 

Music  or  entertainment. 

Address. 

Announcements. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

Special  Reports  (continued). 

Unfinished  business  (continued). 

Wednesday,  October  19 

9:00  A.  M.— Fourth  Session. 

Opening  ceremony. 
Music  or  entertainment. 
Address. 
New  business. 

1 :30  P.  M.— Fifth  Session. 

Call  to  order. 
Music  or  entertainment. 
New  business  (continued). 
Committee  work. 
Closing  ceremony. 
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PROGRAM  (Con'd.) 

Thursday,  October  20 

9  :00  A.  M. — Sixth  Session  and  Seventh  Session. 
Opening  ceremony 
Music  or  entertainment. 
Committee  reports. 

1 :30  P.  M.— Call  to  order. 

New  business  (continued). 

Election  of  officers. 

Address  by  retiring  president. 

Closing  ceremony  and  convention  adjournment. 

4:30  P.  M.— Joint  Executive  Session  of  1937-38  and  1938-39  Boards  of  Trustees. 
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Minutes  of  Convention  Sessions 


MONDAY,  OCTOBER  SEVENTEENTH,  1938 
Morning  Session 

The  Eleventh  National  Convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America 
was  called  to  order  at  9:00  a.  m.  in  the  Arena  of  the  Kansas  City 
Municipal  Auditorium.  The  regular  opening  ceremony  was  used  with 
President  J.  Lester  Poucher,  presiding.  Music  by  the  Iowa  State 
F.  F.  A.  band  preceded  the  opening. 

Six  officer  stations  were  designated  by  the  proper  symbols.  The 
delegate  section  of  100  seats  was  directly  in  front  of  the  large  plat- 
form ;  the  remaining  seats  were  open  to  visitors.  F.  F.  A.  banners 
and  State  flags  added  color  to  the  setting  for  the  convention.  Micro- 
phones on  the  convention  floor  and  a  public  address  system  made 
it  possible  for  delegates  as  well  as  visitors  to  keep  informed  at  all 
times  as  to  the  business  at  hand. 

Following  the  opening  ceremony  the  chair  called  upon  the  Student 
Secretary  for  a  report  on  delegates'  credentials ;  the  report  was  as 
follows : 

"Your  Committee  on  Delegates'  Credentials  begs  leave  to 
report  that  at  8 :30  a.  m.,  October  17th  there  were  92  official 
delegates  certified  from  47  chartered  Associations,  all  of 
whom  are  entitled  to  participate  in  this,  the  Eleventh  National 
Convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America." 

The  delegate  roll  was  then  called  and  the  delegates  were  officially 
seated. 

Representing  Mayor  Bryce  B.  Smith,  Mr.  James  Nugent  extended 
greetings  and  welcomed  the  convention  to  Kansas  City. 

Taylor  of  Georgia  was  then  granted  the  privileges  of  the  floor 
and  with  a  few  brief  remarks  presented  President  Poucher  with  a  gavel 
made  from  wood  taken  from  a  tree  planted  by  the  late  Dudley  M.  Hughes, 
co-author  of  the  Federal  Smith-Hughes  Act  establishing  vocational 
education.     President  Poucher  expressed  his  appreciation. 

Instructions  to  delegates  on  procedures  to  be  followed  in  conven- 
tion sessions  were  read. 

The  minutes  of  the  Tenth  Convention  were  called  for  and  by 
unanimous  consent  they  were  read  by  the  Student  Secretary  in 
abbreviated  form.  Moved  by  Coates  of  Kansas,  seconded  and  carried, 
that  the  minutes  be  approved  in  their  entirety. 

Dr.  Jose  Gallardo,  also  Commissioner  of  Education  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  Mrs.  Gallardo;  also  Mr.  Ernesto  Lopez  Ballester,  Director  of 
Vocational  Education  in  Puerto  Rico,  and  Mrs.  Ballester  were  in- 
troduced to  the  delegates. 
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The  convention  was  then  declared  open  under  the  heading  of 
officer  reports.  Prepared  reports  supplemented  by  oral  comments 
were  given  by  President  Poucher  followed,  in  turn,  by  Vice-Presidents 
Stiers,  Murray,  Warren,  and  Burbidge ;  Student  Secretary  Bland  and 
Executive  Secretary  Ross.  The  Treasurer's  report  was  distributed  in 
mimeographed  form  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Groseclose.  All  reports 
were  adopted. 

Moved  by  Julian  of  Arizona,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  be  directed  to  convey  the  sympathies  of  the  delegates  to 
Mr.  Groseclose  who  was  ill  at  his  hotel. 

Adviser  Linke  presented  an  oral  report  concluding  with  a  list 
of  nominees  from  the  active  membership  for  the  American  Farmer 
Degree.    Those  nominated  were  : 

Pete  Turnham,  Abanda,  Ala. 

Ernest  Schroeder,  Elberta,  Ala. 

Bradley  Twitty,  Allsboro,  Ala. 

Kenneth  Julian,  Mesa,  Arizona 

Erbel  Leamons,  Sparkman,  Ark. 

Garland  Daniel,  Camden,  Ark. 

Jack  Seay,  Calico  Rock,  Ark. 

Verne  Hoffman,  Jr.,  Acampo,  Calif. 

John  Giacomini,  Ferndale,  Calif. 

Ray  Higginbotham,  Modesto,  Calif. 

Forrest  Boerner,  El  Cajon,  Calif. 

Russell  Donogh,  Petaluma,  Calif. 

Wayne  Foster,  Santa  Rosa,  Calif. 

Richard  Gray,  Santa  Rosa,  Calif. 

John  H.  Landon,  Guilford,  Conn. 

Earl  Faircloth,  Chiefland,  Fla. 

Jack  Durden,  Jr.,  Swainsboro,  Ga. 

Maurice  Parks,  Decatur,  Ga. 

Bernice  White,  Meigs,  Ga. 

Stevenson  Ching,  Waimea,  Kauai,  Ha. 

Everett  K.  Thompson,  Sesser,  111. 

John  Gehlbach,  Beason,  111. 

Warren  Friedrichs,  Dixon,  111. 

Alfred  Sump,  Clarinda,  Iowa 

Albert  S.  Coates,  Jr.,  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

Leonard  Deets,  South  Haven,  Kansas 

John  Weir,  Arkansas  City,  Kansas 

Elmer  Smith,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Robert  C.  Davis,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Samuel  Sauer,  Jr.,  Owensboro,  Ky. 

John  Bottorff,  Goshen,  Ky. 

F.  P.  Bordelon,  Jr.,  Cottonport,  La. 

Clyde  Savoy,  Sunset,  La. 

Robert  A.  Elwell,  Gorham,  Maine 

Ray  E.  Valentine,  Rocky  Ridge,  Md. 

Ernest  W.  Thayer,  Wenham,  Mass. 

Donald  F.  Dexter,  Williamston,  Mich. 

Ervin  Denisen,  Austin,  Minn. 

Gay  Moorehead,  Winborn,  Miss. 

Edd  Terrell,  Paris,  Mo. 

Earl  Kraft,  Neosho,  Mo. 

Auron  Cozad,  Hamilton,  Mo. 

George  Raffety,  Jr.,  Kearney,  Neb. 

William  Hartnell,  Tekamah,  Neb. 

Elmer  L.  Johnson,  Winchester,  N.  H. 


Joseph  Ayres,  Salem,  N.  J. 
Floyd  Allan,  York,  N.  D. 
James  McAlister,  Enterprise,  Ore. 
Everett  Linker,  Wapakoneta,  Ohio 
Robert  Mallow,  Kenton,  Ohio 
Lewis  Cooper,  Van  Wert,  Ohio 
Kirby  Barrick,  Johnstown,  Ohio 
Charles  Mehaffey,  Prospect,  Ohio 
Virgil  Harrison,  Groveport,  Ohio 
Francis  Harper,  Mooreland,  Okla. 
Cecil  Schoelen,  Kingfisher,  Okla. 
Walter  Mason,  Jr.,  Cordell,  Okla. 
J.  O.  Dickey,  Jr.,  Weatherford,  Okla. 
Mark  P.  Scott,  Troy,  Penna. 
Emerson  Tickle,  Dyersburg,  Tenn. 
Richard  Reese,  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
Billy  Dick  Brown,  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
Macon  James,  Lubbock,  Texas 
John  Harrell,  Lubbock,  Texas 
Roland  Bing,  Oakwood,  Texas 
Deveral  Terrell,  Rotan,  Texas 
Tommie  Stuart,  Roby,  Texas 
Beverly  King,  Graham,  Texas 
LeRoy  Sugarek,  Beeville,  Texas 
Polito  Bazan,  Jr.,  Millet,  Texas 
Herbert  Bahner,  Weimar,  Texas 
Steve  Hajovsky,  Weimar,  Texas 
Walter  Cardwell,  Jr.,  Luling,  Texas 
Charles  Thompson,  Pearsall,  Texas 
Clyve  Blain,  Chester,  Utah 
Howard  C.  Tatro,  Ferrisburg,  Vermont 
Herbert  Manuel,  Middletown,  Va. 
Sidney  Wortman,  Chase  City,  Va 
Charles  T.  Haynie,  Front  Royal,  Va. 
Roy  James,  Herndon,  Va. 
Hunter  Greenlaw,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
W.  Elinor  Horton,  Whaleyville,  Va. 
Clay  McMechan,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 
Ed  Arbak,  Winesap,  Wash. 
Glen  H.  Sullivan,  Lavalette,  W.  Va. 
Monzell  Hughes,  Looneyville,  W.  Va. 
Merton  Timmerman,  River  Falls.  Wis. 
Ivan  Kindschi,  Prairie  du  Sac,  Wis. 
Berton  Black,  Sheridan,  Wyo. 
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Announcement  was  made  that  a  supply  of  State  reports  on  F.F.A. 
progress  was  available  to  the  delegates  at  the  Secretary's  Station. 
An  intermission  was  then  declared  in  order  that  a  radio  broadcast 
over  the  N.  B.  C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour  could  be  presented  at  11 :30 
a.  m.  from  the  convention  floor.  Following  the  '.broadcast  upon  motion 
by  Hunt  of  Tennessee  the  convention  recessed  until  1 :30  p.  m. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  SEVENTEENTH,  1938 
Afternoon  Session 

The  convention  reconvened  at  1 :35  p.  m.  with  President  Poucher 
in  the  chair. 

Two  addresses  were  given.  Mr.  J.  R.  Batchelor  of  the  National 
Recreation  Association  spoke  on  "The  Value  of  Play."  The  speaker 
emphasized  the  assistance  available  through  his  organization.  Mr. 
H.  B.  Allen,  Educational  Director  of  the  Near  East  Foundation  fol- 
lowed using  as  his  subject,  "Future  Farmers  in  Other  Lands."     Mr. 
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Allen  told  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Future  Farmers  of  Greece, 
the  Future  Farmers  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  Progressive  Farmers  of 
Albania.  Each  of  these  organizations  is  closely  patterned  after  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America. 

The  Executive  Secretary  was  then  called  upon  to  present  two 
special  reports.  The  first  report  concerned  progress  made  thus  far  on 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a  National  F.  F.  A.  Camp.    It  was  point- 
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ed  out  that  the  need  for  a  national  camp  in  Washington  was  increas- 
ing and  that  several  possible  sites  had  been  located.  Both  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  and  National  Adviser  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
organization  should  finance  its  own  camp  and  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  at  this  convention  for  making  a  purchase  of  land.  The 
second  report  was  on  the  protection  of  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem.  It  was 
pointed  out  in  this  connection  that  the  best  protection  for  the  emblem 
was  the  member  himself.  A  warning  was  given  against  patronizing 
commercial  concerns  selling  F.  F.  A.  merchandise  if  not  officially 
recognized  by  the  national  organization.  Securing  both  a  trade-mark 
and  design  patent  on  the  emblem  was  urged. 

Dr.  Colin  English,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of 
Florida,  and  Phil  S.  Taylor,  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
for  Florida,  were  introduced  and  spoke  briefly.  J.  F.  Bazemore,  Educa- 
tional Division,  Chilean  Nitrate  Company  was  introduced.  Paul  Zill- 
man  of  Missouri,  former  national  Student  Secretary  in  1929-30  appear- 
ed for  brief  remarks. 

On  behalf  of  the  Hawaiian  Association,  delegates  Tom  and  Oishi 
presented  leis  to  the  officers  and  delegates  present. 

The  convention  was  then  opened  under  the  heading  of  unfinished 
business  and  the  first  item  was  that  of  the  national  F.  F.  A.  camp. 
After  considerable  discussion  it  was  moved  by  Faircloth  of  Florida, 
seconded  and  carried,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees be  accepted;  that  $6,000  be  set  aside  for  the  development  of  a 
national  F.  F.  A.  camp ;  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  empowered 
to  expend  this  money  as  seems  most  expedient. 

The  second  item  of  unfinished  business  was  that  of  protecting  the 
F.  F.  A.  emblem.  After  considerable  discussion  it  was  moved  by 
Moorehead  of  Mississippi,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  necessary 
steps,  be  taken  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  have  the  F.  F.  A.  name 
and  emblem  fully  protected  by  trade-mark  and  design  patent. 

Vice-President  Burbidge  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Cromer  of  Indiana,  and  seconded,  that  the  delegates  wear 
the  Hawaiian  leis  at  all  convention  sessions.  Moved  by  Hunt  of 
Tennessee,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  motion  be  tabled. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  be  instructed  to  write  encouraging  letters  to  the 
heads  of  organizations  similar  to  the  F.  F.  A.  in  other  countries. 

The  national  Adviser  then  placed  in  nominations  the  following  to 
receive  the  Degree  of  Honorary  American  Farmer: 
W.  H.  Weeks,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
L.  E.  Hawkins,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
Earle  Reed,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Sam  Hitchcock,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 
E.  Y.  Noblin,  South  Hill,  Virginia. 
R.  W.  Gregory,  Washington,  D.  C. 
W.  N.  Elam,  Washington,  D.  C. 

President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair. 
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The  time  had  arrived  for  the  election  and  raising  of  candidates 
for  the  American  Farmer  Degree.  Upon  motion  by  Hunt  of  Tennessee, 
which  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously,  the  89  active  candidates 
nominated  at  the  morning  session  and  the  seven  honorary  candidates 
were  accepted.  The  fourth  degree  ceremony  followed  with  the  national 
officers  and  candidates  in  place  on  the  platform.  Appropriate  music 
for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  the  Texas  F.  F.  A.  Band.  Moved 
by  Purnell  of  Tennessee,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  meeting 
adjourn  until  9  a.  m.  the  following  morning.  With  the  regular  closing 
ceremony  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  4:30  p.  m. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  EIGHTEENTH,  1938 
Morning  Session 

The  convention  opened  at  9:13  a.  m.  with  President  Poucher  pre- 
siding. 

Special  reports  were  continued  and  past  president,  Bill  Shaffer 
was  called  upon  to  report  on  F.  F.  A.'s  participation  in  the  Seventh 
World's  Poultry  Congress  and  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  July  28  to  August  7,  1939.  In  the  report,  he  stated  that  the 
F.  F.  A.  had  been  allotted  about  fifty  linear  feet  of  exhibit  space  in  the 
Hall  of  Youth.  He  urged  the  delegates  to  grant  the  Board  of  Trustees 
blanket  authority  to  prepare  a  creditable  exhibit  for  the  organization. 

Thomas  Quigley,  President  of  the  American  Vocational  Associa- 
tion was  presented  and  spoke  briefly. 

Letters  of  greeting  from  M.  P.  Minkov,  President  of  the  Future 
Farmers  of  Bulgaria  and  Clayton  E.  Whipple,  Director  of  Rural 
Education,  Near  East  Foundation,  were  read  by  the  President. 

Announcement  of  the  chairmen  of  the  constitutional  committees 
was  made  by  President  Poucher  as  follows : 


Nominations: 

Taylor,  Georgia  (Ch.) 


Program  of  Work: 

Coates,  Kansas  (Ch.) 
Auditing: 

McCoy,  California,   (Ch.) 

The  house  was  then  declared  open  for  unfinished  business. 

Moved  by  Judd  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
Student  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a  return  letter  to  the  Future 
Farmers  of  Bulgaria  in  appreciation  for  their  interest  in  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America. 

A  motion  by  Judd  of  Nebraska  to  appoint  a  committee  to  select 
suitable  participation  certificates  was  seconded  but  was  lost  when  put 
to  a  vote.  Moved  by  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  seconded  and  carried, 
that  the  sample  participation  certificates  as  submitted  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  be  adopted  and  immediate  use  be  made  of  the  same. 

Moved  by  Julian  of  Arizona,  and  seconded,  that  a  standardized 
chapter  scrap  book  be  developed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  that  the 
chapter  scrap  book  contest  be  continued.    After  lengthy  discussion  it 
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was  moved  by  Faircloth  of  Florida,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
motion  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Moved  by  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  seconded  and  carried,  that  a 
standardized  chapter  scrap  ibook  be  used  for  supplementary  material 
submitted  in  the  National  Chapter  Contest. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
F.  F.  A.  continue  to  cooperate  with  the  Livestock  Loss  Prevention 
Board  in  making  surveys  of  livestock  losses. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  11 :00  a.  m.  in  order  that  preparations 
could  be  made  for  the  nation-wide  radio  broadcast  at  11 :30  a.  m. 

(Note: — The  convention  was  not  in  session  Tuesday  afternoon,  October  18th,  this 
being  Vocational  Agriculture — F.  F.  A.  Day  at  the  American  Royal  Livestock 
Show.  All  officers  and  delegates  attended  the  afternoon  show  and  participated 
in  the  Arena  Parade  at  the  American  Royal  Building). 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  NINETEENTH,  1938 
Morning  Session 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:15,  President  Poucher  pre- 
siding. 

Numerous  letters  of  greeting  and  telegrams  were  read  by  the 
Executive  Secretary. 

A  special  report  on  Gold  Key  Clubs  was  presented  by  A.  L. 
Stewart  of  Texas,  in  which  he  enumerated  the  aims  and  purposes  of 
the  Gold  Key  Clubs  in  Texas  and  suggested  that  similar  organiza- 
tions be  instituted  in  other  States. 

Moved  by  Bryan  of  Arkansas  and  seconded,  that  the  matter  of 
organizing  Gold  Key  Clubs  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trustees ; 
motion  lost.  Moved  by  Julian  of  Arizona,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
each  State  interested  secure  a  copy  of  the  Texas  Gold  Key  Club's  Con- 
stitution. 

Delegate  substitutions  were  made. 

The  convention  was  then  declared  open  under  unfinished  business. 

Moved  by  Tatro  of  Vermont,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  be  instructed  to  proceed  in  the  development  of  a  picture  of 
the  "Ideal  F.  F.  A.  Boy." 

Moved  by  Hartnell  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  no 
attempt  be  made  to  publish  a  national  F.  F.  A.  magazine  at  this  time 
and  that  support  be  given  the  American  Farm  Youth  magazine. 

Moved  by  Price  of  Alabama,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  con- 
vention go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  ten  minutes.  Vice- 
President  Warren  took  the  chair. 

During  the  specified  time  the  matter  of  rewarding  the  Hawaiian 
Association  for  loyalty  to  the  national  organization  was  discussed. 

President  Poucher  resumed  the  chair  and  the  convention  was  de- 
clared open  under  new  business. 

Moved  by  Moorehead  of  Mississippi,  and  seconded,  that  apprecia- 
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tion  be  shown  the  Hawaiian  Association  by  presenting  them  with  a 
plaque.  Moved  by  Hartnell  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  to 
amend  the  motion  by  empowering-  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  prepare 
and  present  the  award.    The  motion  was  carried  as  amended. 

Moved  by  Mizner  of  Montana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  con- 
vention go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  25  minutes.  Vice-Presi- 
dent Stiers  took  the  chair. 

Discussion  followed  on  F.  F.  A.  dinnerware  and  the  contract  with 
the  James  River  Potteries. 

President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  McFarland  of  Minnesota,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
the  convention  remain  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  rest  of  the 
morning.    Vice-President  Stiers  took  the  chair. 

Merchandise  contracts  or  agreements  with  the  following  official 
companies  were  discussed:  L.  G.  Balfour  Co.,  Staunton  Novelty  Co., 
Universal  Uniform  Co.,  French-Bray  Printing  Co.,  St.  Louis  Button 
Co.,  W.  M.  Welch  Scientific  Co.,  and  the  Cundy-Bettony  Co.  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  first  four  companies  named  appeared  to  answer 
questions  asked  by  the  delegates. 

Discussion  took  place  on  the  matter  of  the  national  organization 
providing  a  publicity  card  or  pamphlet  of  information. 

Vice-President  Murray  took  the  chair. 

The  group  then  discussed  "Welcome  Signs"  and  the  printing  of 
the  purposes  of  the  organization  on  parchment  for  distribution  to 
chapters. 

President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair  and  the  convention  re- 
cessed at  11 :50  to  reconvene  at  1 :30  p.  m. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  NINETEENTH,  1938 
Afternoon  Session 

The  meeting  reconvened  in  regular  session  at  1 :40  p.  m.  with 
President  Poucher  presiding. 

Several  delegate  substitutions  were  made. 

Dr.  T.  Gilbert  Pearson,  'President  of  the  International  Bird 
Preservation  Society  addressed  the  convention  on  "The  Conservation 
of  Wild  Life." 

W.  N.  Elam,  Federal  Agent  for  Vocational  Education,  spoke 
briefly  in  acknowledgment  of  his  honorary  American  Farmer  Degree. 

The  chair  then  announced  special  committee  appointments  with 
the  following  persons  named  as  chairmen : 

American  Farmer  Applications — Barton,  Texas. 
Auditing — McCoy,  California. 
Chapter  Contest — Bernard,  Ohio. 
Chapter  Libraries — Purnell,  Tennessee. 
Manual  Revision — Rea,  New  Mexico. 
Proceedings — Delorit,  Wisconsin. 
Public  Speaking — Weber,  Colorado. 
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Radio  Guide — Judd,  Nebraska. 

Radio  Program — Mizner,  Montana. 

Resolutions — Tatro,  Vermont. 

State  Association  Reports  and  Awards — Smith,  Maine. 

Survey  of  American  Farmers — Moorehead,  Mississippi. 

The  convention  was  declared  open  under  new  business. 

Moved  by  Hunt  of  Tennessee,  seconded  and  carried,  that  dele- 
gate expense  for  next  year's  convention  be  withheld  until  the  close  of 
the  convention. 

Moved  by  Barton  of  Texas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  L.  G. 
Balfour  Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  a  lighter  weight  F.  F.  A.  ring. 

Moved  by  Rea  of  New  Mexico,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
L.  G.  Balfour  Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  an  official  tie  clasp  bearing 
the  F.  F.  A.  emblem. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  and  seconded,  that  the  L.  G.  Bal- 
four Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  a  new  design  medal  for  regional 
winners  in  the  Public  Speaking  Contest.  Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana, 
seconded  and  carried,  that  the  motion  be  tabled  until  each  delegate 
could  inspect  the  sample  submitted.  Previous  motion  by  Black  put  to 
a  vote  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Netherland  of  Kentucky,  and  seconded,  that  the  L.  G.  Bal- 
four Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  a  medium-size  plaque  for  awards  within 
the  States.  Moved  by  Rea  of  New  Mexico,  to  amend  the  motion  by 
using  this  plaque  also  in  national  contests.  The  amendment  was  lost. 
The  original  motion  was  carried. 

Moved  by  Lowe  of  Texas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  con- 
tract with  L.  G.  Balfour  Co.  be  renewed  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

Moved  by  Julian  of  Arizona,  and  seconded,  that  the  convention 
take  action  on  the  items  discussed  while  in  committee  of  the  whole. 
Moved  by  Faircloth  of  Florida,  seconded  and  carried,  to  amend  the 
motion  by  limiting  debate  to  one  minute  and  one  appearance  by  a  dele- 
gate on  the  floor  on  each  item.    Motion  carried  as  amended. 

Moved  by  Lowe  of  Texas  and  seconded,  that  the  Staunton  Novelty 
Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  a  sweater  with  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem  thereon 
and  the  school  letter  below.  Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana,  and  second- 
ed, to  amend  the  motion  by  authorizing  the  company  to  add  arm 
stripes  to  these  sweaters.    Amendment  lost ;  original  motion  also  lost. 

Moved  by  McFarland  of  Minnesota  and  seconded,  that  the  Uni- 
versal Uniform  Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  a  jacket  of  lighter  weight. 
Moved  by  Coates  of  Kansas,  seconded  and  carried,  to  amend  by 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  approve  samples  when  sub- 
mitted; motion  carried  as  amended. 

Moved  by  Delorit  of  Wisconsin,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  re- 
vised prices  on  F.  F.  A.  printed  supplies  as  submitted  by  the  French- 
Bray  Printing  Co.  be  accepted. 

Moved  by  Denisen  of  Minnesota  and  seconded,  that  the  W.  M. 
Welch  Scientific  Co.  continue  to  supply  F.  F.  A.  charters.     Moved  by 
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Timmerman  of  Wisconsin,,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  motion  be 
amended  contingent  upon  whether  or  not  this  firm  desires  to  continue, 
and  should  they  not  care  to  do  so,  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  em- 
powered to  act  as  they  see  fit.     Motion  carried  as  amended. 

Moved  by  Bernard  of  Ohio,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  James 
River  Potteries  stock  F.  F.  A.  dishes  on  trial  for  another  year. 

Moved  by  Hunt  of  Tennessee,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
national  organization  have  a  pamphlet  of  general  information  about 
the  F.  F.  A.  printed  for  distribution. 

Moved  by  Durden  of  Georgia,  and  seconded,  that  the  Welch 
Scientific  Co.  be  authorized  to  print  the  F.  F.  A.  purposes  on  parch- 
ment and  that  distribution  of  these  be  made  to  chapters  by  the  national 
organization.  Moved  by  Bryan  of  Arkansas,  and  seconded,  to  amend 
by  having  each  chapter  purchase  its  own  copy.  The  amendment  was 
lost  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
French-Bray  Printing  Co.  be  designated  to  print  the  F.  F.  A.  purposes 
on  parchment  for  distribution  to  chapters  by  the  national  organzation. 

Moved  by  Price  of  Alabama,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
national  organization  not  provide  "welcome  signs"  for  purchase  by 
chapters  and  that  this  matter  be  left  up  to  the  State  Associations  and 
local  chapters. 

Moved  by  Moorehead  of  Mississippi,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
the  Universal  Uniform  Co.  be  authorized  to  stock  blue  broadcloth 
shirts  bearing  the  gold  F.  F.  A.  emblem  on  the  pocket. 

Moved  by  Mizner  of  Montana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  con- 
tracts and  agreements  be  renewed  with  all  F.  F.  A.  merchandising 
companies  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

Moved  by  Atkinson  of  Nebraska,  and  seconded,  that  a  yellow  tie 
with  the  letters  "  F.  F.  A."  in  blue  be  provided.  Moved  by  Black  of 
Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  to  refer  this  matter  to  a  committee ; 
motion  seconded  and  carried.  President  Poucher  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  this  consisting  of :  Sievers  of  Iowa,  Chairman ;  Elwell  of 
Maine ;  Davis  of  Kentucky ;  and  Smith  of  Louisiana. 

The  convention  recessed  at  4:00  p.  m.  for  committee  work. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  TWENTIETH,  1938 
Morning  Session 

The  meeting  convened  at  9:35  with  President  Poucher  in  the 
chair.     The  first  order  of  business  was  committee  reports. 

McCoy  of  California  presented  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Bernard  of  Ohio  presented  the  report  of  the  Chapter  Contest 
Committee  and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Rea  of  New  Merico  presented  the  report  of  the  Manual  Revision 
Committee  and  moved  its  adoption.    Moved  by  Hughes  of  West  Vir- 
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ginia,  seconded  and  carried,  to  amend  by  including  the  picture  of  the 
"Ideal  F.  F.  A.  Boy"  in  the  new  revision  if  possible.  Motion  carried  as 
amended. 

Smith  of  Maine  presented  the  report  of  the  State  Association  Re- 
port and  Awards  Committee  and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and 
carried. 

Judd  of  Nebraska  presented  the  report  of  the  Radio  Guide  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Moorehead  of  Mississippi  presented  the  report  of  the  Survey  of 
American  Farmers  Committee  and  moved  its  adoption;  seconded  and 
carried. 

Mizner  of  Montana  presented  the  report  of  the  Radio  Committee 
and  moved  its  adoption ;  ,seconded  and  carried. 

Barton  of  Texas  presented  the  report  of  the  American  Farmer 
Application  Committee  and  moved  its  adoption  which  was  seconded. 
Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  report  by 
recommending  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  that  scholarship  require- 
ments for  the  American  Farmer  Degree  be  changed  from  the  "upper 
forty  per  cent  of  his  class"  to  the  "upper  third  of  his  agriculture  class." 
Moved  by  Pulliam  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried  to  table  the 
amendment.    The  main  motion  carried. 

Hunt  of  Tennessee  presented  the  report  of  the  Star  Farmer 
Awards  Committee  and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Tatro  of  Vermont  presented  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Purnell  of  Tennessee  presented  the  report  of  the  Chapter  Libraries 
Committee  and  moved  its  adoption;  seconded  and  carried. 

Delorit  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  report  of  the  Proceedings 
Committee  and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Weber  of  Colorado  presented  the  report  of  the  Public  Speaking 
Contest  Committee  and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Sievers  of  Iowa  presented  the  report  of  the  Necktie  Committee 
and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried. 

Coates  of  Kansas  presented  the  report  of  the  Program  of  Work 
Committee  and  moved  its  adoption,  subject  to  modification  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees ;  seconded  and  carried.  Moved  by  Black  of  Wyom- 
ing, seconded  and  carried,  that  the  membership  goal  be  raised  to 
200,000. 

The  convention  was  then  declared  open  under  the  heading  of  new 
business. 

Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
convention  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  Vice-President  Bur- 
bidge  took  the  chair. 

At  this  time  there  was  discussion  about  the  killing  of  owls  and 
the  advisability  of  providing  artificial  owls  for  Advisers'  stations.  Dis- 
cussion followed  concerning  having  the  national  organization  provide 
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reproductions  of  the  rising  sun  and  making  available  to  chapters ;  also 
observance  of  American  Education  Week ;  national  F.  F.  A.  dues ;  and 
protecting  the  emblem. 

Banquet  contributions  for  1939  were  offered  as  follows : 

Texas Grapefruit 

Maine Potatoes  and  canned  Sweet  Corn 

Wyoming Napkins 

Minnesota Butter 

Florida - Grapefruit 

Indiana Pumpkins 

California Oranges  and  Grapes 

Moved  by  Judd  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  rules 
of  parliamentary  procedure  be  resumed,  and  the  convention  went  back 
into  regular  session.    President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
debate  be  limited  to  one  minute  per  delegate  on  each  item  of  business. 

Moved  by  Pulliam  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  investigate  further  the  matter  of  securing  artificial 
owls  for  advisers'  stations  and  that  they  be  given  power  to  act  as  they 
see  fit. 

Vice-President  Warren  took  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
matter  of  providing  "rising  sun"  reproductions  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  with  power  to  act. 

Moved  by  Lowe  of  Texas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  national 
dues  for  the  coming  year,  1938-39,  remain  at  ten  cents  per  member. 

Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana  and  seconded,  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  be  delegated  the  power  to  have  the  emblem  protected  in 
every  way  possible.  Moved  by  Timmerman  of  Wisconsin,  seconded 
and  carried,  to  amend  the  motion  by  having  the  Board  of  Trustees 
send  lists  of  official  merchandising  companies  to  the  States ;  motion 
carried  as  amended. 

President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Rea  of  New  Mexico,  and  seconded,  that  the  Toa  Alta, 
Puerto  Rico,  Chapter  be  awarded  $25  for  participation  in  the  National 
Chapter  Contest.  Moved  by  Moorehead  of  Mississippi,  seconded  and 
carried  that  the  motion  be  tabled. 

Moved  iby  Henderson  of  Washington,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
the  Toa  Alta  Chapter  be  awarded  $25  for  participation  in  the  National 
Chapter  Contest. 

Moved  by  Porter  of  Kansas,  and  carried  that  the  convention  re- 
cess until  1 :30  p.  m. 
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THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  TWENTIETH,  1938 
Afternoon  Session 

The  meeting  convened  at  1 :45  p.  m.  with  President  Poucher  pre- 
siding. 

Delegate  substitutions  were  made. 

Moved  by  Porter  of  Kansas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  $60  be 
allowed  toward  the  expenses  of  Hawaii's  entry  in  the  National  Public 
Speaking  Contest  for  1938. 

Moved  by  Faircloth  of  Florida,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
new  officers  be  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  training  period  of  two 
weeks  as  soon  after  the  convention  as  possible. 

Moved  by  Judd  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  no 
changes  be  made  in  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Constitution  at  present. 

Moved  by  Lowe  of  Texas  and  seconded,  that  no  bids  be  accepted 
on  prices  for  F.  F.  A.  shirts.  Moved  by  Landon  of  Connecticut,  second- 
ed and  carried,  to  table  this  motion  indefinitely. 

Moved  by  Black  of  Wyoming,  seconded  and  carried,  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  F.  F.  A.  be  in  attendance  at  the  national  gatherings 
of  the  Grange,  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  and  the 
American  Country  Life  Association. 

Moved  by  Barton  of  Texas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  F.  F.  A. 
membership  be  continued  in  the  American  Country  Life  Association. 

Moved  by  Hartnell  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
convention  recommend  that  the  Twelfth  National  Convention  of  F.  F.  A. 
be  held  in  Kansas  City. 

Moved  by  Judd  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried  that  all  regular 
convention  sessions  for  next  year  be  scheduled  for  the  Exhibition  Hall 
of  the  Kansas  City  Municipal  Auditorium. 

Moved  by  Smith  of  Louisiana,  and  seconded,  that  the  matter  of 
the  length  of  the  next  convention  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. Moved  by  Carter  of  Mississippi,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
motion  be  tabled. 

Moved  by  Coates  of  Kansas,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  next 
convention  be  limited  to  four  days  in  length  unless  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  prolong  the  sessions. 

Vice-President  Stiers  took  the  chair. 

Moved  by  Mizner  of  Montana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  a  new 
selection  of  plays  be  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  State  Associa- 
tions. 

Moved  by  Mizner  of  Montana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  con- 
vention recommend  the  size  of  the  new  scrap  book  to  be  14  inches  by 
20  inches. 
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Moved  by  Judd  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  be  given  a  blanket  authority  to  act  as  they  see  fit  with 
regard  to  the  F.  F.  A.'s  participation  in  the  Seventh  World's  Poultry 
Congress  and  Exposition. 

Moved  by  Bryan  of  Arkansas  and  seconded,  that  the  judges  in 
each  division  of  the  Public  Speaking  Contest,  consist  of  a  dramatics 
teacher,  some  one  from  the  field  of  agriculture  and  a  business  man. 
Moved  by  Dickey  of  Oklahoma  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  motion 
by  substituting  "speech  specialist"  or  "professor  of  speech"  for  "dra- 
matic teacher."  Moved  by  Hartnell  of  Nebraska,  seconded  and  carried, 
that  the  matter  be  tabled  indefinitely. 

Moved  by  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  seconded  and  carried,  that  all 
further  discussion  be  limited  to  matters  of  extreme  urgency. 

Bryan  of  Arkansas  asked  for  the  floor  and  upon  being  refused,  a 
division  of  the  house  was  called  for  whereupon  he  was  granted  the 
floor.  Bryan  then  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  Pulblic  Speaking  Con- 
test be  revised  so  that  each  board  of  judges  would  include :  a  dra- 
matics teacher  or  any  public  speech  teacher,  one  business  man,  and 
one  man  from  the  field  of  agriculture.  Motion  was  seconded.  Moved 
by  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  and  seconded,  that  the  motion  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  apply  to  the  three  final  contests.  Moved  by  Judd  of 
Nebraska,  and  seconded,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Moved  by  Magee  of  Missouri,  seconded  and  carried,  that 
the  matter  be  tabled. 

President  Poucher  returned  to  the  chair. 

The  budget  for  1938-39  was  called  for  and  was  presented  by  the 
Executive  Secretary. 

Moved  by  Landon  of  Connecticut,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the 
budget  for  the  year  1938-39  as  proposed  by  the  Executive  Secretary  be 
adopted.    The  budget  is  as  follows  : 

(From  the  close  of  the  Eleventh  National  Convention,  and  after 

all  items  chargeable  to  the  1937-38  year  have  been  paid,  to 

the  close  of  the  Twelfth'  National  Convention,  including- 

all  expenses  incurred  during  this  period) 

1.  Travel  of  National  Officers,  Designated  Officials  and 
Specified  Representatives  (to  include  national  conven- 
tion, meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  special  meet- 
ings, regional  public  speaking  contests,  regional  confer- 
ences, visits  to  States  and  other  authorized  travel) $  3,800.00 

2.  Twelfth  National  Convention  (For  delegate  expense, 
supplies,  programs,  new  equipment,  special  entertain- 
ment, exhibits,  decorations,  official  bands,  publicity, 
clerical  assistance,  building  service  and  other  general 
expenses)    4,700.00 
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3.  American  Farmer  Keys  (60  to  be  added  to  the  45  already 
purchased  for  1939— total  105) 708.75 

4.  National  prizes  and  awards  (to  include  past  officer  pins ; 
Star  Farmer  medal;  public  speaking  contest;  chapter 
contest;  State  Association  Awards;  prizes  for  national 

judging  contests ;  special  awards  and  participation  cer- 
tificates       2,500.00 

5.  Printing  (to  include  stationery ;  report  forms ;  notifica- 
tions to  States ;  contest  rules ;  American  Farmer  Appli- 
cations ;  Proceedings  of  the  convention ;  special  publica- 
tions, printed   supplies   given   to   chapters    and   similar 

items)    2,200.00 

6.  National  Radio  Program  (to  assist  in  defraying  expenses 
of  representatives  of  State  Associations  to  National 
Broadcasting  Company  key  stations ;  to  provide  special 
talent;  to  maintain  quality  of  programs  and  encourage 

State  and  local  programs) 600.00 

7.  National  Office   (to  include  purchase  of  necessary  sup- 
plies    and  small  equipment ;  pay  necessary  postage  and 
shipping  charges;  pay  telephone  and  telegraph;  provide 
publicity    materials,    and    other    similar    miscellaneous 

items  incurred  by  the  office) 650.00 

8.  Clerical  Assistance,  regular  and  special  for  the  National 
Executive  Secretary  and  National  Treasurer  as  required 

to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  organization) 3,800.00 

TOTAL $18,958.75 

Moved  by  Mizner  of  Montana,  seconded  and  carried,  that  any  new 
or  unfinished  business  which  might  arise  be  turned  over  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  with  power  to  act. 

Taylor  of  Georgia  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  adoption ;  seconded  and  carried.  The  officers 
elected  were: 

PRESIDENT,  Robert  A.  Elwell,  Gorham,  Maine. 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT,  Stevenson  Ching,  Waimea,  Kauai, 
Hawaii. 

SECOND     VICE-PRESIDENT,      Bradley     Twitty,      Allsboro, 
Alabama. 

THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT,  Albert  S.  Coates,  Jr.,  Kansas  City, 
Kansas. 

FOURTH  VICE-PRESIDENT,  Elmer  Johnson,  Winchester,  New 
Hampshire. 
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STUDENT  SECRETARY,  Harvey  Schweitzer,  Malta,  Illinois. 

ADVISER,  J.  A.  Linke,  Washington,  D.  C. 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY,.  W.  A.  Ross,  Washington,  D.  C. 

TREASURER,  Henry  C.  Groseclose,  Blacksburg,  Virginia. 

Brief  addresses  were  given  by  the  incoming  officers  and  farewells 
were  made  by  the  retiring  officers. 

As  his  first  official  act,  President  Elwell  presented  each  of  the  re- 
tiring officers  with  past  national  officer  badges. 

The  convention  adjourned  at  4:15  p.  m. 
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Committee  Reports 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AMERICAN  FARMER 
APPLICATIONS 

We  are  unalterably  opposed  to  any  modification  in  the  American 
Farmer  Degree  standards  and  requirements  that  does  not  include  a 
financial  statement  of  the  candidate's  accomplishments  and  at  least 
a  financial  summary. 

We  recommend  that: 

1.  The  time  limit  of  awarding  the  American  Farmer  Degree  be 
interpreted  to  include  three  national  conventions  after  grad- 
uation from  or  leaving  high  school. 

2.  A  set  of  instructions  and  a  guide  for  compiling  the  applica- 
tion be  sent  out  to  the  State  not  later  than  January  1st  of 
each  year. 

3.  Applications  for  the  American  Farmer  Degree  be  in  the 
National  F.  F.  A.  Office  on  or  before  May  1,  1939,  and  that  no 
additional  material  submitted  after  this  date  be  considered. 

4.  Notices  be  sent  out  to  State  Advisers  regarding  all  candidates 
at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  coming  National  Convention. 

JACK  BARTON,  Texas,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  AUDITING 

We,  the  members  of  the  Auditing  Committee  find,  after  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  National  Treasurer's  records  and  an  inter- 
view with  Treasurer  Groseclose,  that  the  figures  are  accurate  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge;  that  the  ibooks  are  well  kept;  and  that  the 
report  is  in  excellent  condition.  We  also  find  that  the  total  expendi- 
tures have  never  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  budget. 

EUGENE  McCOY,  California,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CHAPTER  CONTEST 

We,  the  Committee  on  the  Chapter  Contest,  submit  the  following 
recommendations : 

1.  That  the  National  Chapter  Contest  be  continued  permanently 
or  until  otherwise  voted  by  the  delegates. 

2.  That  1939  entry  blanks  be  in  the  National  Office  by  December 
15,  1938. 
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3.  That  chapters  entered  in  the  contest  desiring  to  use  scrap 
books  use  a  scrap  book  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

4.  That  in  addition  to  the  awards,  a  certificate  of  participation 
be  issued  to  the  following: 

a.  The  outstanding  chapter  of  the  United  States. 

b.  The    outstanding    chapter    in    each    of   the    other    three 
regions. 

c.  The  outstanding  chapter  of  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico. 

d.  The  outstanding  chapter  in  each  Association  competing 
but  not  represented  in  the  above  prizes. 

DONALD  BERNARD,  Ohio,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHAPTER  LIBRARIES 

We,  the  Committee  on  Chapter  Libraries,  submit  the  following 
recommendations : 

1.  That  all  chapters  have  a  library  consisting  of  at  least  one  book 
for  every  three  members. 

2.  That  all  chapters  send  in  a  report  on  their  libraries  to  the 
State  Adviser  by  June  1,  1939. 

3.  That  these  books  be  obtained  by  donation  and  purchased  from 
chapter  funds. 

4.  That  these  books  be  made  available  to  chapter  members  at  all 
times. 

5.  That  each  chapter  strive  to  increase  its  library  each  year. 

RODNEY  PURNELL,  Tennessee,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUAL  REVISION 

After  careful  examination,  we,  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of 
the  Manual,  submit  the  following  recommendation: 

1.     That  a  picture  of  the  ideal  F.  F.  A.  Boy,  be  inserted,  if  pos- 
sible, between  the  front  cover  and  the  first  page. 

REASY  REA,  New  Mexico,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NECKTIES 

We,  the  Tie  Committee,  recommend  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
authorize  a  reliable  company  to  manufacture  a  gold  crepe  tie  with 
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the  lettering  F.  F.  A.  in  blue. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  blue  tie  with  the  lettering  of  F.  F.  A. 
in  gold  be  continued  and  that  the  material  in  this  tie  be  changed  from 
felt  to  crepe. 

FRED  SIEVERS,  Iowa,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

Your  Committee  on  Nominations,  after  interviewing  and  studying 
the  qualifications  of  numerous  outstanding  leaders  in  the  organiza- 
tion, submit  the  following  slate  of  candidates  for  your  consideration : 

For  President Robert  Elwell,  Maine. 

For  First  Vice-President Stevenson  Ching,  Hawaii. 

For  Second  Vice-President Bradley  Twitty,  Alabama. 

For  Third  Vice-President Albert  Coates,  Kansas. 

For  Fourth  Vice-President-Elmer  Johnson,  New  Hampshire. 

For  Student  Secretary Harvey  Schweitzer,  Illinois. 

For  Adviser J.  A.  Linke,  Washington,  D.  C. 

For  Executive  Secretary W.  A.  Ross,  Washington,  D.  C. 

For  Treasurer Henry  C.  Groseclose,  Virginia. 

EMORY  TAYLOR,  Georgia,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

CONVENTION 

The  Committee  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Eleventh  National  Con- 
vention of  the  F.  F.  A.  presents  the  following  report  and  recommen- 
dations based  on  the  reactions  obtained  regarding  previous  Pro- 
ceedings and  on  the  information  at  hand: 

1.  That  the  publication  of  the  Proceedings  be  continued  and  that 
the  following  additions  be  made : 

a.  Include  a  picture  of  all  the  National  Public  Speakers  of 
the  year. 

b.  Include  a  picture  of  the  Eleventh  National  Convention  in 
session. 

2.  That  copies  be  sent  out  as  in  previous  years. 

RICHARD  J.  DELORIT,  Wisconsin,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PROGRAM  OF  WORK 

Your  Committee  on  the  National  Program  of  Work  for  1938-39, 
presents  the  following  items  and  goals  for  consideration : 
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1.  MEMBERSHIP 

Strive  for  increased  membership. 

Goal — 200,000  active  members  by  the  Twelfth  National  Con- 
vention. 

2.  MANUALS 

Stimulate  interest  in  the  use  of  the  official  manual. 
Goal — 100%  of  officers  owning  manuals. 

50%  of  members  owning  manuals. 
100%  of  members  having  access  to  manuals. 

3.  SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER  BOOKS 

Continue  to  make   available   official   Chapter   Secretary   and 

Chapter  Treasurer  books  and  encourage  their  use. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  using  these  books. 

4.  UNIFORMS 

Encourage  use  of  official  uniform  by  members. 
Goal — 100%  of  State  officers  and  100%  of  chapter  delegates  to 
State  Association  convention  be  attired  in  official  uniforms. 

5.  LIBRARIES 

Encourage  and  assist  chapters  to  build  up  chapter  libraries. 
Goal — 85%  of  chapters  having  libraries. 

6.  THRIFT 

Encourage  chapters  to  cooperatively  earn  money  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  chapter ;  encourage  the  chapters  to  buy  and  sell 
cooperatively  for  the  benefit  of  the  members. 

Goal — 75%  of  the  members  participating. 

7.  LONG-TIME  FARMING  PROGRAMS 

Encourage  members  to  build  individual  farming  programs 
through  continuous  project  work  which  wrill  lead  to 
permanent  establishment  in  farming. 

Goal — 80%  of  members  participating. 

8.  CEREMONIES 

Create  interest  in  the  use  of  the  official  opening  and  closing 

ceremonies  at  all  F.  F.  A.  meetings. 
Goal — 100%   of  chapters  and  Associations  participating. 

9.  PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEDURE 

Encourage  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  chapter  meetings 

by  use  of  accepted  parliamentary  procedure. 
Goal — 100%  chapter  participation. 

10.     PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Encourage  greater  member  participation  in  public  speaking. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  holding  a  public  speaking  contest. 
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11.  HOME  IMPROVEMENT 

Encourage  home  improvement  by  members  to  include  land- 
scaping, repair,  electrification,  and  the  like. 
Goal — 80%  of  members  participating. 

12.  RURAL  FIRE  PREVENTION 

Encourage     and    improve     rural     fire     prevention     program 

through  education  and  demonstration. 
Goal — 100%  chapter  participation. 

13.  CONSERVATION 

Encourage  continuous  conservation  programs  to  include  work 
with  soils,  water,  trees,  prevention  of  forest  fires,  protec- 
tion of  wild  life,  and  the  like. 

Goal — 100%  chapter  participation  with  80%  of  chapter  members 
carrying  on  such  improvement  on  their  home  farms. 

14.  LIVESTOCK  LOSS  PREVENTION 

Continue  to  cooperate  with  the  Livestock  Loss  Prevention 
Board  in  their  survey  work  and  in  helping  to  reduce 
livestock  loss. 

15.  STATE  CAMPS  AND  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

Encourage   establishing  and  maintaining   State   Camps   with 
Leadership  Training  Schools  held  in  connection  with  these 
camps. 
Goal — 100%  of  States  with  Leadership  Training  Conferences. 

100%  of  States  with  camps,  tour,  or  recreational  facili- 
ties. 

16.  STATE  MUSICAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Encourage  the  organization  of  State  Bands  and  other  musical 
units  looking  toward  the  possibility  of  a  National  F.F.A. 
Band. 

Goal — 50%  State  participation. 

17.  STATE  PUBLICATIONS 

Encourage  establishing  and  maintaining  official  State  F.F.A. 
publications  and  their  exchange  with  other  State  Associa- 
tions. 

Goal — 100%  State  participation. 

18.  STATE  RADIO  BROADCASTS 

Encourage  organized  State  radio  broadcasts  operating  on  a 

systematic  basis. 
Goal — 75%  State  participation. 

19.  STATE  PRODUCTS  EXHIBIT 

States  to  prepare  a  display  for  the  Twelfth  National  Conven- 
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tion;   plan   to   be   developed   by   the   National   Board   of 
Trustees. 
Goal — 100%  State  participation. 

20.  F.  F.  A.  PARAPHERNALIA 

Encourage  the  use  of  appropriate  F.  F.  A.  paraphernalia  in 

connection  with  all  F.  F.  A.  gatherings. 
Goal — 100%  State  participation. 

21.  NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  DAY 

Date  set  for  Tuesday  of  Convention  Week,  October,  1939. 
Provide  for  special  National  radio  broadcast.  Request  chapters 

to  listen  in  and  schedule  special  puiblic  programs  on  that 

day. 

22.  DEGREE  ADVANCEMENT 

Encourage  early  and  systematic  preparation  on  the  part  of  all 
members  wishing  to  advance  in  degree  membership. 

23.  NATIONAL  OFFICER  VISITS 

Arrange,  as  far  as  possible,  to  have  some  national  officer  visit 
each  State  during  the  year. 

24.  SEVENTH  WORLD'S  POULTRY  CONGRESS  AND  EX- 
POSITION 

Continue  to  have  representatives  assist  in  making  plans  for 
the  Seventh  World's  Poultry  Congress  and  Exposition 
and  encourage  State  Associations  to  have  representation 
at  the  Congress. 

Provide  creditable  F.  F.  A.  exhibit  at  the  Congress. 

25.  PROCEEDINGS 

Publish  and  distribute  to  every  State  Association,  chapter, 
and  official  delegate  to  the  National  Convention,  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Eleventh  National  Convention. 

26.  MOTION  PICTURE 

Continue  to  circulate  films  of  the  Tenth  National  Convention 
among  the  respective  State  Associations  and  local 
chapters  in  accordance  with  the  demand. 

27.  NATIONAL  F.  F.  A.  CAMP 

National  Board  of  Trustees  to  formulate  preliminary  plans 
and  develop  as  far  as  possible  the  proposed  National 
F.  F.  A.  Camp  and  Leadership  Training  School. 

28.  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  KINDRED  ORGANIZATIONS 
Continue  to  maintain  contact  with  and  assist  other  organiza- 
tions patterned  after  the  F.  F.  A.  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  foreign  lands. 

ALBERT  S.  COATES,  Jr.,  Kansas,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

CONTEST 

The  members  of  the  Public  Speaking  Contest  Committee  recom- 
mend to  this  delegation  the  continuance  of  last  year's  recommenda- 
tion that  $100  be  set  aside  as  travel  expenses  for  the  transportation 
of  Public  Speaking  Contestants  from  the  outlying  possessions,  namely 
Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico,  to  the  National  Contest  held  in  Kansas  City. 
This  fund  is  to  be  distributed  proportionally  according  to  the  distance 
traveled  by  each  contestant. 

JAMES  WEBER,  Colorado,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RADIO  GUIDE 

We,  the  Radio  Guide  Committee,  recommend  that  available  pam- 
phlets from  the  Office  of  Education  be  compiled  by  the  National  Or- 
ganization of  Future  Farmers  of  America,  through  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  that  it  be  distributed  to  the  State  Associations  and 
chapters  in  the  various  States.  We  further  recommend  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  same  shall  be  minimized  and  that  the  compilation  shall 
include : 

1.  An  index  of  desirable  radio  scripts,  etc.,  available. 

2.  Information  on  how  to  prepare  and  present  a  radio  program. 

3.  And  other  important  factors  essential  to  a  good  radio  pro- 
gram. 

We  further  recommend  that  work  be  continued  on  larger  and 
more  complete  F.  F.  A.  Radio  Guide  to  be  put  out  in  the  future. 

WAYNE  JUDD,  Nebraska,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
RADIO  PROGRAM  (NATIONAL) 

We,  the  Committee  on  the  National  Radio  Program,  recommend : 

1.  That  the  monthly  programs  in  cooperation  with  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  be  continued. 

2.  That  the  theme  for  the  year  be  left  up  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  be  in  harmony  with  F.  F.  A.  principles. 

3.  That  the  travelling  expenses  be  paid  by  the  National  Organi- 
zation to  the  States  participating  in  the  broadcasts.  The  ex- 
pense money  is  not  to  exceed  $50  for  each  State. 

4.  That  the  date  remain  the  same  as  last  year;  the  second  Mon- 
day of  the  month. 
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5.  That  State  Associations  and  local  chapters  send  comments  on 
the  programs  to  N.  B.  C.  following  each  broadcast. 

6.  That  the  main  features  be:  music  by  the  U.  S.  Army  Band, 
Bulletin  Board  by  the  National  Executive  Secretary,  presen- 
tations by  the  various  states,  and  the  Happy  Family  Skits. 

7.  That  mimeographed  copies  be  sent  to  local  advisers  by  the 
State  Adviser  telling  of  dates,  programs,  features,  etc. 

8.  That  States  celebrating  10th  Anniversaries  prepare  outstand- 
ing features  for  the  radio. 

9.  That  $600.00  be  set  aside  in  the  new  national  budget  to  bring 
participants  to  N.  B.  C.  key  stations  and  to  secure  special 
talent  for  programs. 

DAN   MIZNER,   Montana,   Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

We,  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  1938,  on  behalf  of  the  F.  F.  A. 
wish  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  following 
organizations,  groups,  and  individuals  contributing  to  the  success 
of  the  organization  and  the  Eleventh  National  Convention: 

1.  To  the  1938  national  officers  of  the  F.  F.  A.  and  the  Eleventh 
Convention  Committee  for  their  untiring  and  unselfish  efforts 
in  carrying  through  the  activities  of  the  Eleventh  National 
Convention  and  making  adequate  provision  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  organization  through  cooperation  with  various 
State  Associations. 

2.  To  the  members  of  the  National  F.  F.  A.  Advisory  Council 
and  the  Kansas  City  Advisory  Committee  for  their  splendid 
efforts  in  making  this  year  the  most  outstanding  and  profitable 
since  the  beginning  of  the  organization. 

3.  To  the  city  officials  and  business  men  of  Kansas  City,  and  to 
the  management  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show  for 
their  efforts  and  interest  in  making  possible  this  most  enjoy- 
able trip  to  Kansas  City ;  for  the  various  prizes  and  awards 
offered  and  for  the  educational  opportunities  provided. 

4.  To  all  past  national  officers  giving  time  and  service  in  con- 
nection with  the  Eleventh  National  Convention. 

5.  To  Mr.  George  Catts,  L.  E.  Hawkins  and  the  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  courtesies  provided 
and  especially  the  Vocational  Banquet. 

6.  To  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  for  the  use  of  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium as  convention  headquarters. 

7.  To  W.  E.  Drips  and  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  for 
making  possible  the  continuance  of  the  regular  National 
F.  F.  A.  broadcasts  as  a  part  of  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
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Hour  and  to  Everett  Mitchell  and  Anthony  Koelker  for  the 
special  assistance  given  on  F.  F.  A.  broadcasts  during  the 
Eleventh  National  Convention. 

8.  To  the  Agricultural  Education  Magazine,  The  Agricultural 
Leaders'  Digest,  American  Farm  Youth,  and  other  magazines 
maintaining  sections  devoted  to  F.  F.  A.  activities. 

9.  To  Mr.  George  Couper  and  his  publicity  staff  for  their  effi- 
cient publicity  work. 

10.  To  Swift  and  Company  for  the  continued  donation  of  pictures 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  and  for  their  special  educational 
exhibit. 

11.  To  John  Deere  Company  for  the  continued  donations  of 
miniature  plows. 

12.  To  the  railroads  encouraging  F.  F.  A.  efforts  and  offering 
valuable  educational  awards. 

13.  To  the  United  States  Army  Band  for  their  assistance  in  con- 
nection with  our  National  Radio  program.  To  the  Iowa  Band ; 
the  Texas  Band  and  the  Texas  Hill  Billy  Band ;  the  Solomon, 
Kansas,  Orchestra,  and  other  musicians  for  the  music  furnish- 
ed during  the  Eleventh  National  Convention. 

14.  To  the  States  visited  by  our  National  Officers  for  making  pos- 
sible these  trips. 

15.  To  Mr.  W.  A.  Cochel  and  the  Weekly  Kansas  City  Star  for 
liberal  support  in  providing  appropriate  prizes  to  Star  Farm- 
ers. 

16.  To  Mr.  Nugent,  representative  of  Hon.  Bryce  B.  Smith,  Mayor 
of  Kansas  City  and  all  others  who  gave  inspiring  addresses 
during  the  convention. 

17.  To  Dr.  Colin  English,  Mr.  E.  P.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Dennis 
for  acting  as  judges  on  the  delivery  in  the  National  Public 
Speaking  contest  and  Dr.  Carl  Colvin,  Mr.  Dillon  Myer,  and 
Mr.  Paul  Chapman  for  acting  as  judges  on  manuscripts  in  the 
National  Public  Speaking  Contest. 

18.  To  Mr.  Gordon  Studebaker,  Mr.  W.  N.  Elam,  and  Mr.  George 
Hudson  for  acting  as  judges  in  the  National  Chapter  Contest. 

19.  To  the  various  F.  F.  A.  Associations  for  their  interesting  and 
attractive  exhibits. 

20.  To  various  F.  F.  A.  Associations  for  supplying  individual 
talent  for  entertainment  and  for  donating  articles  contribut- 
ing to  the  success  of  the  banquet. 

21.  To  other  donors  of  prizes  not  previously  mentioned. 
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22.  To  other  publications  not  previously  mentioned. 

23.  To  all  other  individuals  serving  the  F.  F.  A.  and  assisting  in 
the  Eleventh  National  Convention. 

We,  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  1938,  on  behalf  of  the  F.  F.  A. 
also  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  Mr.  Henry  C.  Groseclose, 
whose  illness  has  prevented  him  from  attending  the  Eleventh  National 
Convention. 

HOWARD  C.  TATRO,  Vermont,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STAR  FARMER  AWARDS 

The  Committee  on  Star  Farmer  Awards  recommends  that  the 
committee  which  selects  the  Star  American  Farmer  and  the  Star 
Regional  Farmers  be  directly  connected  with  agriculture,  and  that 
the  Regional  Star  Farmer  Awards  be  increased. 

WARREN  HUNT,  Tennessee,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
STATE  ASSOCIATION  REPORTS  AND  AWARDS 

Your  Committee  recommends  that : 

1.  The  following  points  be  added  to  the  F.  F.  A.  Score  Sheet  for 
rating  State  Associations  used  in  1938 : 

a.  Interstate  visits  by  officers  (8  points). 

b.  Length  in  hours  of  State  Convention  (5  points  for  two  or 
more  convention  days). 

c.  Listening  to  National  F.  F.  A.  Radio  program  (5  points). 

d.  Percentage  of  chapters  visited  by  State  officers  within 
the  state  (7  points). 

2.  The  guide  for  compiling  annual  reports  of  State  Associations 
of  F.  F.  A.  be  printed  rather  than  mimeographed. 

ARNOLD  K.  SMITH,  Maine,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SURVEY  OF 
AMERICAN  FARMERS 

We,  the  Committee  on  Survey  of  American  Farmers,  wish  to 
recommend  that  the  survey  be  continued  in  the  manner  worked  out 
by  our  Executive  Secretary. 

GAY  MOOREHEAD,  Mississippi,  Chairman 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Secretary 

(For  the  period  October  1,  1937  to  October  1,  1938) 

Greetings,  Officers  and  Delegates! 

To  the  soul  of  every  true  farmer  there  comes  pleasure  and  sat- 
isfaction in  seeing  plants  and  animals  develop  and  thrive.  To  the 
soul  of  every  individual  concerned  with  human  welfare  there  comes 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  seeing  a  worthy  organization  develop  and 
thrive.  This  is  especially  true  when  it  includes  the  "cream"  of 
American  farm  youth. 

During  the  ten  years  of  its  existence,  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America  organization  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  it  has  a  perman- 
ent and  important  place  in  improving  agriculture  and  contributing  to  a 
richer,  fuller  country  life.  A  year  ago,  representatives  were  gathered 
here  celebrating  together  Ten  Years  of  Progress  and  Service.  The 
"infant"  F.  F.  A.,  born  in  1928,  has  now  become  a  strapping  youth 
eager,  willing  and  capable.  So,  today,  we  stand  on  the  threshold  of 
our  second  ten  years  of  progress  and  service. 

In  reporting  on  the  status  and  progress  of  the  organization,  I 
turn,  first,  to  the  minutes  of  the  Tenth  National  Convention  where 
certain  items  passed  by  the  delegates  called  for  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  through  the  Executive  Secretary. 

Growth 

The  healthy  increase  in  active  membership  and  chartered  local 
chapters  is  indeed  encouraging.  It  means  extending  the  advantages  of 
F.  F.  A.  to  several  thousand  more  farm  boys  and  young  men  and 
educational  service  rendered  in  a  host  of  new  agricultural  centers.  Our 
June  30th  reports  showed  an  active  membership  of  171,394  (11,000  over 
the  goal)  with  chapters  operating  in  5,648  high  school  departments  of 
vocational  agriculture. 

National  Constitution 

At  the  close  of  the  convention  last  year,  copies  of  the  new  con- 
stitution were  badly  needed.  To  meet  this  need,  twelve  thousand 
copies  were  printed.  Distribution  was  made  to  local  chapters  through 
the  State  Advisers.  Many  copies  were  sent  to  cooperators  and  friends 
of  the  organization  and  a  reserve  supply  was  kept  on  hand  in  the 
national  office.  The  constitution  also  appeared  in  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Tenth  National  Convention.  Prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  print- 
ed document,  mimeograph  copies  were  distributed  to  States. 

Revision  of  State  Constitutions 

When  the  new  national  constitution  was  passed  a  year  ago,  it  was 
recognized  that  it  would  require  a  year's  time  for  State  Associa- 
tions to  bring  their  constitutions  in  harmony  with  that  of  the  national 
organization.      Preliminary    reports    show,   however,    that    only    30 
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Associations  had  revised  or  were  in  process  of  revision  on  June  30. 
This  means  that  19  Associations'  constitutions  were  still  not  up  to 
date. 

Merchandise  Contracts  and  Agreements 

Contracts  and  agreements  with  all  official  merchandising  com- 
panies were  continued  without  major  change.  New  contracts  and 
agreements  will  be  drawn  up  for  a  two-year  period  following  this 
convention  in  accordance  with  the  actions  taken  by  this  delegate  body. 
The  Staunton  Novelty  Company  added  sweaters,  as  requested,  to  their 
list  of  goods ;  the  St.  Louis  Button  Company  stocked  a  higher  quality 
metal  marker  and  an  F.  F.  A.  flag;  and  the  L.  G.  Balfour  Company 
stocked  a  miniature  plaque  for  individual  award  purposes.  The  French- 
Bray  Company  distributed  an  attractive  new  price  list. 

Electric  Transcriptions 

Due  to  the  continued  demand  for  electric  transcriptions  of  ''Hail 
the  F.  F.  A."  and  the  "F.  F.  A.  March,"  arrangements  were  made 
with  the  U.  S.  Recording  Company  of  Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  re- 
recording  of  both  of  these  musical  selections.  A  first-class  quartette 
was  employed  to  record  the  song  instead  of  a  chorus  to  which  some 
objection  had  been  raised.  The  size  of  the  double-disk  transcrip- 
tion was  decreased  and  an  improved  system  of  ordering,  packing  and 
shipping  were  worked  out  with  the  Company.  Special  notifications 
went  to  all  States  emphasizing  the  fact  that  with  the  use  of  this  elec- 
tric transcription  local,  district  and  State  F.  F.  A.  radio  programs 
could  be  opened  and  closed  with  the  same  signatures  used  on  the 
National  F.  F.  A.  Radio  Program  of  the  N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

Dinnerware 

Following  a  reorganization  and  change  in  management  at  the 
James  River  Potteries  of  Hopewell,  Virginia,  dinnerware  bearing  the 
F.  F.  A.  emblem  was  again  made  available  at  the  original  prices  agreed 
upon.  However,  unless  there  is  more  of  a  demand  for  this  type  of 
merchandise  from  State  Associations,  chapters  and  individual  mem- 
bers than  there  has  been  in  the  past,  it  is  questionable  whether  this 
arrangement  should  be  continued. 

Convention  Exhibit 

In  accordance  with  the  action  taken  a  year  ago,  an  exhibit  in 
the  Little  Theater  in  connection  with  the  national  convention  has 
again  been  prepared.  Those  of  you  who  have  seen  it  will  agree  that 
many  improvements  have  been  made.  Chapter  scrapbooks  constitute 
a  new  feature.  A  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  the  Hawaiian  Association 
on  their  special  sugar  display  which  involves  much  careful  planning 
and  considerable  expense.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  spirit  and  co- 
operative attitude  of  the  members  of  this  Association,  located  2,000 
miles  off  the  coast  of  California. 
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Convention  Music 
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In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  delegates  at  the  Tenth  Convention 
voted  to  offer  financial  assistance  to  but  one  State  Band  for  the  1938 
Convention,  you  will  observe  that  we  have  two  bands  present.  Iowa 
has  the  official  band  and  we  are  delighted  with  the  showing  they  are 
making.  The  second  splendid  band  is  supplied  by  the  Texas  As- 
sociation, entirely  at  their  own  expense,  and  we  are  truly  grateful. 
Here  again  is  an  example  of  loyalty  and  efficiency  on  the  part  of  our 
largest  Association  of  F.  F.  A.  Texas  now  has  approximately  21,000 
members.  Credit  is  also  due  various  individuals  and  chapters  provid- 
ing entertainment  at  this  meeting. 

Convention  Attendance 

This  convention  lasts  four  days — Monday  through  Thursday.  Over 
a  period  of  years,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  impress  upon  the  officers  of 
the  various  State  Associations  the  necessity  for  having  delegates  re- 
main for  the  entire  convention.  A  vast  amount  of  business  must  be 
transacted  and  it  must  be  done  by  you  delegates.  No  convention  can 
function  as  it  should  unless  full  representation  is  maintained  through- 
out the  entire  session.  Since  the  national  organization  pays  the  trans- 
portation expenses  of  one  delegate  from  each  State  it  seems  reason- 
able to  expect  that  State  Associations  should  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements to  enable  both  their  delegates  to  serve  until  the  end  of  the 
convention.  All  members  who  come  to  Kansas  City  should  be  en- 
couraged to  spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  the  convention  hall.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  the  increasing  numlber  of  visitors  who  attend  the 
sessions. 

Motion  Picture 

When  the  filming  of  "F.  F.  A.  Celebrates  at  Ten,"  had  been  com- 
pleted last  fall,  the  job  of  editing  and  providing  the  narration  was  com- 
pleted as  quickly  as  possible.  Both  35mm  and  16mm  prints  were  made 
available  through  the  Action  Film  Company  of  Chicago.  The  national 
organization  then  purchased  two  35mm  sound,  four  16mm  sound  and 
two  16mm  silent  prints.  These  were  turned  over  to  the  Regional 
F.  F.  A.  Advisers  for  loan,  on  request,  to  States.  The  only  cost  to 
States  was  the  transportation  charges.  Extensive  use  has  been  made 
of  these  films.  Due  to  the  price  obtained  on  prints,  a  number  of  State 
Associations  purchased  them  and  thus  made  it  possible  to  have  the 
picture  shown  in  nearly  every  local  chapter.  Comments  on  "F.  F.  A. 
Celebrates  at  Ten,"  have  been  complimentary. 

State  Bands 

Increasing  interest  is  noted  in  various  types  of  musical  organiza- 
tions, both  on  a  State-wide  and  chapter  basis ;  many  F.  F.  A.  Districts 
and  Federations  also  have  their  own  band  or  orchestra.  Music  is  re- 
ceiving more  attention  all  the  time  and  a  simplified  edition  of  the  band 
arrangement  for  the  "F.  F.  A.  March"  will  soon  be  available. 
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Publications 

The  Song  Sheets  which  were  voted  in  place  of  an  official  Song 
Book  were  prepared  and  made  available  through  the  French-Bray 
Company.  Complimentary  copies  were  supplied  to  all  local  chapters. 
Participation  certificates  for  national  events  have  been  prepared  and  are 
ready  for  your  approval  here.  6,500  copies  of  the  Tenth  Proceedings 
were  published  and  distributed.  Some  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
revision  of  the  Manual,  radio  guide  and  survey  of  American  Farmers. 

Travel  of  Officers 

The  general  feeling  that  all  F.  F.  A.  Officers  should  travel  more 
in  the  interests  of  improving  the  work  of  the  organization  was  given 
special  attention  during  the  year  just  passed.  As  a  result  of  the  con- 
tinued requests  from  States  for  more  service  from  the  national  offi- 
cers, the  national  budget  was  raised  $500  for  1937-38.  Even  this 
amount  proved  inadequate  and  further  increase  for  1938-39  should> 
therefore,  be  considered.  The  following  Associations  were  served 
by  this  year's  national  officers :  Oregon,  California,  Nevada,  Montana, 
Wyoming,  Arizona,  North  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Texas,  Minne- 
sota, Iowa,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Maine  and  Hawaii — total  32  States.  Considerable  travel 
expense  could  be  eliminated  if  the  State  conventions  could  be  set  so  as 
to  run  concurrently  in  the  respective  regions.  Further  study  should 
be  given  this  matter. 

The  leadership  of  the  national  organization  in  the  matter  of  travel 
for  officers  has  been  reflected  in  various  States.  In  several  State  As- 
sociation reports,  travel  budgets  are  now  set  up  for  State  officers. 
This  enables  them  to  get  into  the  local  chapters  and  the  move  deserves 
our  wholehearted  encouragement.  After  all,  the  national  officers  can 
not  hope  to  reach  many  local  chapters ;  that  is  a  responsibility  of  each 
State  Association.  Few  doubt  the  wisdom  of  a  definite  financial  pro- 
vision for  this  important  undertaking  as  one  means  of  keeping  the 
F.  F.  A.  a  live  and  going  concern. 

Radio 

Through  reactions  obtained  from  various  groups  over  the  entire 
country,  it  appears  that  radio  broadcasting  by  F.  F.  A.  groups  is  re- 
ceiving considerable  attention.  A  number  of  Associations  have  been 
conducting  State-wide  radio  programs  for  some  time  and  splendid 
work  of  this  kind  is  also  being  done  by  certain  local  chapters  as  well 
as  Districts  and  Federations.  No  finer  way  can  be  found  to  familiarize 
people  with  the  F.  F.  A.  than  through  the  medium  of  radio. 

This  has  been  our  best  year  on  the  national  F.  F.  A.  program. 
The  splendid  cooperation  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and 
the  U.  S.  Army  Band  make  these  programs  possible  on  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month.    The  "Happy  Family"  Skit  has  been  well  re- 
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ceived  and  plans  are  under  way  to  continue  this  presentation   as   a 
regular  feature. 

Every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  State  and  local  units  of 
F.  F.  A.  to  inaugurate  and  improve  radio  programs.  Two  thoughts, 
however,  are  fundamental  in  such  a  development — we  should  always 
deliver  programs  of  high  quality  and  we  should  always  look  to  radio 
stations,  radio  networks  and  established  radio  broadcasters  for  the 
opportunity  and  time  to  engage  in  this  activity,  rather  than  depend- 
ing on  commercial  concerns  and  advertisers.  Our  F.  F.  A.  radio  pro- 
grams, without  question,  must  be  clear-cut  educational  activities,  free 
from  endorsement  and  advertising*  entanglements. 

Chapter  Contest 

Only  one  comment  will  be  made  here — there  should  be  more 
chapters  participating.  Only  as  local  chapters  succeed  will  the  State 
Associations  and  the  national  organization  succeed.  There  must  be 
constant  stimulation  for  development  and  improvement  in  local 
chapter  efficiency.  The  national  chapter  contest  is  designed  to  assist 
in  this  undertaking.  Louisiana  and  one  or  two  other  States  have  100% 
chapter  participation  each  year.  If  the  event  is  worth  continuing,  it 
deserves  more  attention.  Only  535  chapters  out  of  5,648  participated 
in  the  year  covered  by  this  report. 

Public  Speaking  Contest 

This  event  seems  to  be  playing  a  very  satisfactory  part  in  develop- 
ing leadership  in  our  members.  2,767  local  chapters  held  contests  of 
their  own  during  1938.  Minor  adjustments  in  rules,  only,  appear  to  be 
desirable.  From  one  region  comes  the  suggestion  that  still  less 
weighting  on  the  score  card  should  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript  and  that  more  points  should  be  allowed  on  delivery. 

State  Association  Award 

As  Executive  Secretary,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  marked  im- 
provement in  State  Association  annual  reports  still  continues.  Not 
only  is  the  form  and  organization  better,  but  the  quality  of  work  is 
decidedly  up  and  the  data  more  accurately  compiled  than  in  former 
years.  In  a  few  instances,  however,  it  is  evident  that  the  State  As- 
sociations are  not  as  strong  or  as  closely  knit  as  they  should  be.  The 
score  card  now  in  use  for  determining  awards  seems  to  be  functioning 
satisfactorily. 

American  Farmer  Applications 

It  is  evident  that  the  time  has  come  for  moving  forward  the  date 
on  which  American  Farmer  applications  are  submitted  to  the  national 
office.  Those  who  have  not  actually  been  through  the  process  of  re- 
viewing, checking,  scoring,  recommending  and  rejecting  applicants  for 
the  Fourth  Degree  can  appreciate  the  detailed  and  tedious  work  in- 
volved. The  officers  of  the  national  organization  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  for  some  time  there  has  been  some  dissatisfaction  in  certain 
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States  on  the  system  used  in  this  process.  Your  Executive  Secretary 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  situation  can  be  improved  by:  (1)  revising 
the  application  form;  (2)  revising  the  score  card;  (3)  advancing  the 
due  date  to  provide  ample  time  for  careful  consideration  and  definitely 
notifying  the  States  with  regard  to  the  status  of  every  candidate  at 
least  one  month  prior  to  the  national  convention. 

If  such  an  action  is  taken  by  this  delegate  body,  more  time  will 
also  be  available  for  the  consideration  of  important  business  matters 
while  we  are  assembled  in  Kansas  City.  Most  of  the  States  still  need 
to  give  further  attention  to  a  systematic  procedure  for  selecting 
American  Farmer  candidates  and  providing  the  assistance  necessary 
to  have  the  applications  in  proper  shape  before  they  are  submitted. 

Protecting  the  Emblem 

The  best  protection  the  F.  F.  A.  emblem  has  is  the  members  who 
are  entitled  to  use  and  wear  it.  If  each  individual  member,  chapter 
and  State  Association  will  guard  it  carefully,  those  who  have  no  right 
to  its  use  will  be  unable  to  use  it  improperly  and  without  authority. 

By  action  of  the  delegates  at  previous  national  conventions,  cer- 
tain merchandise  has  been  authorized  which  bears  the  emblem.  Offi- 
cial companies  have  been  designated  to  manufacture  this  merchandise. 
It  is  to  your  interest  as  well  as  that  of  the  organization  of  which  you 
are  proud  to  be  a  member,  to  trade  with  official  companies  only  in 
such  instances.  Do  not  be  mislead  by  commercial  concerns  that  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  pose  as  official  merchandising  companies  for  the  F.F.A. 
Steps  are  being  taken  by  the  national  office  to  further  protect  the  em- 
blem by  law. 

Continuing  Ten- Year  Celebration 

It  will  be  remembered  by  everyone  here  that  the  Tenth  National 
Convention  of  F.  F.  A.  was  planned  as  a  "lead-ofr"  event  for  a  year 
in  which  chapters  and  State  Associations  would  continue  this  celebra- 
tion in  their  own  way.  While  a  complete  check  has  not  been  made  on 
how  well  this  has  been  accomplished  thus  far,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  all 
over  the  country  these  special  celebrations  are  being  held  and  that 
such  activities  will  be  carried  over  into  1939.  The  work  of  the  Georgia 
Association  is  a  notable  example. 

National  Camp 

We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  locate  several  suitable  sites  for  a 
national  F.  F.  A.  camp  in  Washington,  D.  C,  but  up  to  the  present 
time,  all  efforts  have  been  unsuccessful.  Since  this  is  an  item  desig- 
nated for  a  special  report  at  this  convention,  no  further  mention  will 
be  made  of  it  at  this  time. 

Foreign  Developments 

All  of  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  "Future  Farmer"  organiza- 
tions now  in  operation  in  Greece,  Bulgaria  and  Albania.    The  F.  F.  A. 
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pattern  has  been  followed  in  these  countries.  We  are  happy  to  have 
with  us  here,  Mr.  H.  B.  Allen,  Educational  Director  of  the  Near  East 
Foundation,  who  brings  us  first-hand  information  from  these  kindred 
organizations  across  the  Atlantic. 

Summaries 

Before  bringing  to  you  the  results  of  accomplishments  on  the 
national  program  of  work  for  the  past  year,  and  the  compiled  state 
summary,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  my  friends  and  co-work- 
ers, Adviser  J.  A.  Linke ;  Treasurer  Henry  Groseclose ;  the  national 
boy  officers ;  and  the  Regional  and  State  Advisers  for  their  coopera- 
tion, encouragement  and  assistance.  I  also  wish  to  express  my  ap- 
preciation for  the  efficient  help  given  in  the  national  office  by  Vivian 
Jaffee  and  William  Shaffer,  who  have  been  my  right  and  left  hands 
all  during  the  year. 

The  following  results  are  submitted  on  the  1937-38  national  pro- 
gram of  work : 

1.  Strive  for  increased  membership. 

Goal — 160,000  active  members  by  the  Eleventh  National  Con- 
vention. 

A  ccomplishment — 1 7 1 ,394. 

2.  Stimulate  interest  in  the  use  of  the  official  Manual. 

Goal — 60%  of  active  membership  owning  or  having  access  to 
Manuals  by  the  Eleventh  National  Convention. 
Accomplishment — 27%  of  the  members  owned  or  had  access  to 
Manuals. 

3.  Continue  to  make  available  official  chapter  Secretary  and  chapter 
Treasurer  books  and  encourage  their  use. 

Goal — 100%  of  chapters  using  the  books. 

Accomplishment — 50%  of  the  chapters  are  using  the  Secretary's 

Book.    25%  of  the  chapters  are  using  the  Treasurer's  Books. 

4.  Encourage  use  of  official  uniform  by  members. 

Goal — 100%  of  State  officers  75%  of  chapter  officers  using  uni- 
form in  connection  with  F.  F.  A.  activities. 

Accomplishment — 56%  of  the  State  officers  are  using  official  uni- 
form.    19%  of  chapter  officers  are  using  official  uniform. 

5.  Encourage  and  assist  chapters  to  build  up  chapter  libraries. 
Goal — 75%  of  chapters  with  libraries. 
Accomplishment — 69%  of  chapters  have  libraries. 

6.  Encourage  the  use  of  chapter-operated  thrift  banks. 
Goal — 50%  chapter  participation. 
Accomplishment — 36%  of  chapters  have  thrift  banks. 


42  ELEVENTH    NATIONAL   CONVENTION 

7.  Encourage    members    to    build    individual    farming    programs 
through  continuous  project  work. 

Goal — 75%  of  members  participating. 

Accomplishment — 58%  of  members  have  long-time  farming  pro- 
gram. 

8.  Stimulate  interest  in  the  use  of  the  opening  and  closing  ceremon- 
ies at  F.  F.  A.  meetings. 

Goal — 100%  State  Association  and  chapter  participation. 
Accomplishment — 69%  of  the  chapters  use  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing ceremonies  at  their  meetings. 

9.  Encourage  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  chapter  meetings. 
Goal — 100%  chapter  participation. 

Accomplishment — 84%  of  the  chapters. 

10.  Enoourage  greater  member  participation  in  public  speaking. 
Goal — 100%  of  chapters  holding  a  public  speaking  contest. 
Accomplishment — 49%  of  chapters  held  a  public  speaking  con- 
test. 

11.  Encourage  home  improvement  by  members  to  include  landscap- 
ing, repair,  electrification,  and  the  like. 

Goal — 80%  of  members  participating. 

Accomplishment — 66%  of  chapters  encourage  their  members  on 

landscaping,  repair,  electrification,  and  the  like. 

12.  Encourage  and  improve  rural  fire  prevention  programs  through 
education  and  demonstration. 

Goal — 100%  chapter  participation. 
Accomplishment — 28%  of  chapters  participated. 

13.  Encourage  continuous  conservation  programs  to  include  work 
with  soils,  water,  trees,  prevention  of  forest  fires,  protection  of 
wild  life,  and  the  like. 

Goal — 100%   chapter  participation  with  80%   of  chapter  mem- 
bers carrying  on  such  improvement  on  their  home  farms. 
Accomplishment — 56%  of  the  chapters  participated. 

14.  Encourage  establishing  and  maintaining  State  camps  with  Leader- 
ship Training  schools  held  in  connection  with  these  camps. 
Goal — 100%  State  participation. 

Accomplishment — 57%  of  State  camps  had  Leadership  Training 
Schools. 

15.  Encourage  organization  of  State  Bands  and  other  musical  or- 
ganizations. 

Goal — 50%  State  participation. 

Accomplishment — 43%  of  States  had  a  band,  orchestra,  or  other 

musical  organizations. 
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16.  Encourage  establishing  and  maintaining  official  State  publica- 
tions and  their  exchange  with  other  State  Associations. 

Goal — 100%   State  participation. 

Accomplishment — 82%  of  the  State  Associations  have  a  paper, 
periodical,  or  news  sheet  which  they  print  or  mimeograph  regu- 
larly. 

17.  Encourage  organized  State  radio  broadcasts  operating  on  a  sys- 
tematic basis. 

Goal — 65%  State  participation. 

Accomplishment — 49%   of    States   sponsored  a  radio  broadcast 

series. 

18.  Provide  for  special  national  radio  broadcast.     Request  chapters 
to  listen  in  and  schedule  special  public  programs  on  that  day. 
Tuesday,  October  18th  was  set  aside  as  National  F.  F.  A.  Day. 
An  unusual  broadcast  will  be  heard  over  the  N.B.C.  Farm  and 
Home  Hour. 

19.  Encourage  early  and  systematic  preparation  on  the  part  of  all 
members  wishing  to  advance  in  degree  membership. 

Total  number  of  boys  initiated  Green  Hands 81,731 

Total  number  of  Green  Hands  advanced  to  Future 

Farmers  61,045 

Total  number  of  Future  Farmers  advanced  to  State 

Farmers   1,717 

Total  number  of  State  Farmers  advanced  to  American 
Farmers   75 

20.  Arrange  as  far  as  possible  to  have  some  national  officer  visit  each 
State  during  the  year. 

Thirty-two  State  Associations  were  visited  by  national  officers. 

21.  Continue  to  have  representatives  assist  in  making  plans  for  the 
World's  Poultry  Congress  and  encourage  State  Associations  to 
have  representation  at  the  Congress. 

Representatives  have  maintained  this  contact. 

22.  Tenth  Convention  Proceedings  were  published  and  distributed  to 
every  chapter  of  F.F.A.  through  the  State  Advisers ;  this  publica- 
tion contained  special  pictures  of  the  Tenth  Convention  Celebra- 
tion. 

23.  Each  administrative  region  was  provided  with  films  of  the  Tenth 
Convention  Celebration  and  the  films  were  circulated  among  the 
State  Associations  and  chapters. 

24.  Twenty-five  Associations  prepared  displays  for  the  Eleventh 
National  Convention.  Exhibits  consisted  of  unusual  agricultural 
products   from  each  State;  best  chapter  scrapbooks   from  each 
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State;  best  ear  of  corn  from  each  State;  F.  F.  A.  merchandise 
of  official  companies ;  and,  records  of  F.  F.  A.  progress. 

25.  The  national  Board  of  Trustees  is  investigating  the  possibilities 
of  establishing  a  national  F.  F.  A.  Camp  and  Leadership  Train- 
ing School  in  or  near  Washington,  D.  C. 

26.  Encouraged  the  use  of  appropriate  F.  F.  A.  paraphernalia  in  con- 
nection with  all  F.  F.  A.  gatherings. 

This  was  encouraged  through  communications  from  the  national 
office. 

State  summary 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  various  State  Associations 
for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1938,  follows : 

1.  Total  number  Federally  aided    (white)    departments 

of  vocational  agriculture  in  F.  F.  A.  States 6,155 

2.  Total  vocational  agriculture  enrollment  in  Federally 
aided  (white)  departments  of  vocational  agriculture 

All  Day  206,345 

Day  Unit  12,500 

Part  Time  19,833 

Total  238,678 

3.  Total  number  active  chartered  chapters  of  F.  F.  A.—  .     5,648 

4.  Total    active    membership   in    chartered    chapters    of 

F.  F.  A 1 7 1 ,394 

5.  Total  number  new  chapters  chartered 849 

6.  Total  increase  in  chapters  over  last  year 752 

7.  Total   number   members    now   holding   Green    Hand 
Degree   98,348 

8.  Total  number  members  now  holding  Future  Farmer 

Degree  74,130 

Total  number  members  now  holding  State   Farmer 
Degree  3,744 

9.  Total  number  members  now  holding  American  Farm- 
er Degree  _ 551 

10.  Total  number  of  associate  members  (local) 13,198 

11.  Total  number  of  honorary  members   (local) 10,717 

12.  Total  number  of  honorary  memJbers  (State) 1,089 

13.  Grand  total  of  members  reported 199,497 

14.  Total  number  of  members  possessing  a  copy  of  the 
Manual  46,241 

15.  Number  of  copies  of  Manual  owned  by  chapters 25,572 

16.  Number  of  members  with  individual  long-time  farm- 
ing programs  99,246 
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17.  Number  of  chapters  using  official  chapter  secretary's 

book    2,829 

18.  Number  of  chapters  using  official  chapter  treasurer's 

book    1,427 

19.  Number  of  chapters  using  the  opening  and  closing 
ceremonies  for  meetings  3,873 

20.  Number  of  chapters  holding  one  or  more  meetings  for 
special  instruction  in  parliamentary  procedure 4,766 

21.  Number  of  chapters  using  the  official  metal  markers     4,509 

22.  Number  of  State  officers  using  official  uniform 164 

23.  Number  of  chapter  officers  using  official  uniform 1,083 

24.  Number   of   chapters   having   libraries 3,819 

25.  Number  of  chapters  having  thrift  banks — —     2,017 

26.  Number  of  chapters  holding  parent-and-son  banquets     3,751 

27.  Number  of  chapters  holding  a  public  speaking  contest     2,767 

28.  Number  of  chapters  entering  the  national  chapter 
contest  535 

29.  Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  home  im- 
provement work  (landscaping,  beautification,  electri- 
fication, labor-saving  devices,  modern  conveniences, 
repairing,   etc.)    3,733 

30.  Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  conserva- 
tion work  (with  soils,  water,  trees,  protection  of  wild 

life,  prevention  of  forest  fires,  etc.) 3,201 

31.  Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  coopera- 
tive buying  and  selling  work  with  farm  supplies  and 
commodities   5 ,349 

32.  Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  pest  eradi- 
cation       1,964 

33.  Number  of  chapters  engaging  in  organized  rural  fire 
prevention  work  1,601 

34.  Number  of  chapters  issuing  news  sheets  or  news 
letters  1 ,360 

35.  Number  of  chapters  preparing  publicity  material 
regularly    _' 3,730 

36.  Number  of  chapters  that  have  prepared  and  given 

one  or  more  radio  programs 1,191 

37.  Number  of  chapters  owning  or  having  access  to 
radios  3,390 

38.  Number  of  chapters  that  have   listened  to  national 

F.  F.  A.  radio  programs  3,150 

39.  Number  of  F.  F.  A.  homes  where  members  of  family 
have  listened  to  one  or  more  national  F.  F.  A.  radio 
programs  52,890 

40.  Number  of  chapters  holding   10%   or  more   of  their 
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members  as  active  during  the  three-year  period  fol- 
lowing completion  of  or  leaving  high  school 1,581 

41.  Number  of  chapters  participating  in  State  recreational 
meetings    2,295 

42.  Number  of  members  participating  in  State  recreation- 
al meetings  33,959 

43.  Number  of  chapters  participating  in   State   Leader- 
ship Training  Schools  2,726 

44.  Number  of  members  participating  in   State  Leadership 
Training  Schools  22,216 

45.  State  Associations  sponsoring  a  radio  broadcast  series  24 

46.  State  Associations  having  a  band,  orchestra  or  other 
musical  organization i 21 

47.  State    Associations    having    a    regular    State    paper, 
periodical,  or  news  sheet 40 

48.  Total  number  of  delegates  attending  State  Conven- 
tions     11,619 

49.  Total   number   of   honorary    State    Farmer   Degrees 
given  at  conventions  168 

50.  Total  amount  on  deposit  by  active  members  in  Thrift 
banks  on  January  1,  1938 $945,024.96 

51.  Total  amount  actually  invested  in  farming  by  active 
members  as  of  January  1,  1938 $6,684,700.69 

52.  Twenty-six  Collegiate  chapters  of  F.  F.  A.  with  total 
membership  of  1,385 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  ROSS, 

National  Executive  Secretary 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer 


Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
October  1,  1937  through  October  1,  1938 

RECEIPTS 

National  dues  collected  1937-38 $17,139.90 

Royalties  : 

L.  G.  Balfour  Co $  1,578.62 

Staunton  Novelty  Co 452.99 

St.  Louis  Button  Co 83.48 

Universal  Uniform  Co 448.17 

Total   Royalties   2,563.26 

Other  Income: 

Miscellaneous  49.97 

Interest  on  Savings  Deposit 253.67 

Interest  on  U.  S.  Bond 200.00 

National  Grange  donation  for  State 

awards   300.00 

Total  803.64 

Total  receipts  for  year  1937-38 $20,506.80 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Checks  No.  1282  to  1682,  inclusive 28,147.82 

Part  premium  paid  for  U.  S.  Bond  direct 

from  Savings  1,000.00 

29,147.82 

Less    check   used    to    transfer    funds    to 

savings   8,121.25 

Total  disbursements  21,020.57 

Expenditure  increase  over  receipts 519.77 

Savings  balance  October  1,  1937 14,175.00 

Check  book  balance  October  1,  1937 6,982.48 


21,157.48 

Total  cash  on  hand  October  1,  1937 $20,637.71 
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Represented  By: 

Bank  Balance  October  1,  1938 8,135.12 

Checks  outstanding  October  1,  1938-     2,497.41 


Check  book  balance  October  1,  1938 
Savings  account  balance  Oct.  1,  1938 
United  States  Bond 


5,637.71 

5,000.00 

10,000.00 


-$20,637.71 


Savings  account  October  1,  1937 14,175.00 

Transferred  from  checking  to  savings-—     8,121.25 
Interest  paid  on  savings 253.67 


Less  transfer  to  checking  account 6,549.92 

Less  amount  paid  from  savings  for  U.  S. 

Bond  1 1 ,000.00 


Total  deductions  from  savings. 


22,549.92 


17,549.92 


Savings  Book  Balance  Oct.  1,  1938.-  $  5,000.00 

NATIONAL  DUES  COLLECTED 

October  1,  1937  to  October  1,  1938 


Alabama  

$    463.60 

New  Hampshire  

22.50 

Arizona  

73.70 

New  Jersey  

...       67.70 

Arkansas    

300.00 

New  Mexico  

.._.      123.40 

California    

779.00 

133.40 

New  York                .    .    . 

...      570.40 

Colorado  

North  Carolina  

...      954.00 

Connecticut   

26.30 

North  Dakota 

Delaware 

25.00 

(net  104.50) 

105.00 

Florida   

302.50 

Ohio  

-      765.20 

Georgia     

611.20 

Oklahoma  

-      541.50 

Hawaii    

161.60 

Oregon    

_..      197.00 

Idaho  

156.20 

Pennsylvania  

-     391.50 

Illinois  

860.10 

Puerto  Rico  

...     201.00 

Indiana   

162.40 

South  Carolina  

.__      414.10 

Iowa    

321.60 

South  Dakota  

Tennessee  

-      163.00 

Kansas    

352.60 

___      668.80 

Kentucky   

455.30 

Texas  

___  2,058.00 

Louisiana    

575.40 

Utah    

-      273.80 

Maine    

84.20 

Vermont  

Virginia    

57.10 

Maryland    

Massachusetts  

161.20 

_     650.30 

42.40 

Washington  

West  Virginia  

-      267.10 

Michigan    

438.30 

...      238.90 

Minnesota    

263.80 

Wisconsin     

...      490.50 

Mississippi   

298.90 

Wyoming   

82.00 

Missouri   

Montana  

414.50 

130.00 

$17,139.90 

Nebraska    

217.50 

Less  refund  to  North 

Nevada    

26.40 

Dakota  (over  payment) 

.50 
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No.  12229 

THE    NATIONAL     BANK    OF     BLACKSBURG 

Blacksburg,  Va. 

October  10,  1938. 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern : 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  had  the 
following  balances  at  the  close  of  business  October  1,  1938, 

Savings  Account  $5,000.00 

Checking  Account  8,135.12 


Respectfully, 
(Signed)     J.  M.  Kessler 


Cashier. 


jmk:s. 


REPORT  ON  BUDGET  FOR  1937-38 


(From  the  close  of  the  Tenth  National  Convention  and  after  all  items 

chargeable  to  the  1936-37  year  were  paid  to  the  close 

of  the  Eleventh  National  Convention  including  all 

expenses  incurred  during  that  period) 

Amount       Amount 
Budgeted     Expended 

1.  Travel  of  National  Officers  and  designated 
officials  or  representatives  (to  national 
convention,  special  meetings,  meetings 
of  Board  of  Trustees,  regional  public 
speaking    contests,    regional    conferences 

and  other  authorized  trips  $  3,000.00        $3,831.60 

2.  Eleventh  National  Convention  (for  sup- 
plies, programs,  new  equipment,  special 
entertainment,  exhibits,  decorations,  offi- 
cial bands,  stenographic  assistance,  hotel 

service,  publicity,  and  general  expense)-—     1,500.00  2,076.01 

3.  American  Farmer  Keys  741.50  648.00 

4.  National  Prizes  and  Awards  (to  include 
public  speaking  contest,  chapter  contest, 
State  Association  awards,  Star  Farmer 
award,  prizes  for  judging,  special  awards, 

and  participation  certificates)   2,500.00  2,034.45 

5.  General  Printing  (for  stationery,  letter- 
heads, report  forms,  etc.) 200.00  146.42 
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6.  Special  Printing  (for  Proceedings  of 
Tenth    National    Convention     and    other 

special  publications)   1,500.00  1,410.48 

7.  National  Radio  Program  (to  bring  repre- 
sentatives of  State  Associations  to 
National  Broadcasting  Company  key 
stations    to    participate,    and    to    secure 

special  talent)    500.00  374.96 

8.  National  Office  (to  include  supplies,  small 
equipment,  postage,  general  publicity, 
communication,   etc.)   500.00  577.46 

9.  Clerical  Assistance  (for  National  Execu- 
tive Secretary  and  National  Treasurer)--..     3,500.00  3,139.59 

10.  Delegate  expense  (to  pay  transporta- 
tion expense  of  one  delegate  from  each 
State  capital,  including  Hawaii  and  Puerto 
Rico,  to  the  Eleventh  National  Conven- 
tion)         2,300.00  2,360.49 

TOTAL ..$16,241.50      $16,599.46 

In  additition  to  the  above  expenditures  for  the  year  indicated, 
$850.66  was  paid  out  on  necessary  items  not  specifically  provided  for 
in  the  Budget  as  set  up.  Of  this  amount  $433.98  was  expended  as 
premium  on  a  bond  purchased  in  the  name  of  the  organization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  C.  GROSECLOSE, 

Treasurer. 

W.  A.  ROSS, 

Executive  Secretary. 
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General  and  Special  Activities 


The  national  convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America  is  held 
annually  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Contests  for  Students  of 
Vocational  Agriculture  and  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show. 
Certain  general  and  special  features  were  of  interest  to  the  F.  F.  A. 
members  in  attendance.     Among  them  were  the  following: 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15 

8:00  a.  m. — Judging  calves  exhibited  by  Vocational  Agriculture  Stu- 
dents, Main  Arena,  American  Royal  Building. 
11:00  a.m. — Judging    Swine    and    Sheep    exhibited    by    Vocational 
Agriculture  Students,  American  Royal  Building. 

2:00  p.m. — Matinee  Horse  Show,  Main  Arena,  American  Royal 
Building.     Parade  of  vocational  agricultural  livestock. 

6:00  p.m. — Banquet  for  Vocational  Agriculture  livestock  exhibitors 
and  members  of  judging  teams ;  the  Kansas  City,  Kansas, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  host. 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  16 

5  :30  p.  m. — Get-together  dinner  for  national  F.  F.  A.  officers  and 
delegates. 

7:30  p.  m. — Concert  by  Iowa  F.  F.  A.  Band,  Arena,  Municipal  Audi- 
torium. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  17 

7:45  a.  m. — Vocational  Agriculture  Livestock  Judging,  Arena  of  the 
American  Royal  Building. 

7:45  a.  m.to  11:00  a.  m. — Vocational  Agriculture  Dairy  Cattle  Judg- 
ing. 

11:30  a.m. — Radio    broadcast    from    floor    of   F.    F.    A.    convention, 

N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 
1 :00  p.  m. — Viewing  Carlot  Fat  and  Feeder  Cattle  and  tour  of  stock 
yards. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  18 
VOCATIONAL  AGRICULTURE  —  F.  F.  A.  DAY 

9:30  a.  m.— Vocational  Agriculture  Milk  Judging  Contest,  Chapman 
Dairy. 

10:00  a.  m. — Vocational  Agriculture  Meat  Judging  Contest  (identifica- 
tion) American  Royal  Building. 

11  :30  a.  m. — F.  F.  A.  Radio  Broadcast,  N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 
1 :45  p.  m. — Vocational  Agriculture  Parade,  Arena,  American  Royal, 
led  by  Iowa  and  Texas  F.  F.  A.  Bands. 
Presentation  of  Star  Farmer  Awards  (Broadcast). 


52 


ELEVENTH    NATIONAL   CONVENTION 


^   '^"'t./'  ft     nf         • 


c^^« 


GROUP    RESPONSIBLE  FOR   THE   VARIOUS    ACTIVITIES    (standing). 
NEWLY-ELECTED   NATIONAL   F.    F.    A.    OFFICERS    (seated). 

2:30  p.m. — American  Royal  Matinee  Horse  Show,  Vocational 
Agriculture,  guests  of  American  Royal. 

3:30  p.  m. — Vocational  Agriculture  Meat  Judging  Contest  (Quality). 

7:15  p.m. — Special  F.  F.  A.  program — Music,  prominent  speakers, 
entertainment.    Arena  Municipal  Auditorium. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  19 

11 :30  a.  m. — F.  F.  A.  Radio  Broadcast,  N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 
6:00  p.m. — Annual  Vocational  Agricultural  Banquet.    Arena  of  the 
Municipal  Auditorium. 

Solomon,  Kansas  F.  F.  A.  Chapter  orchestra  entertainers. 
Guests  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  21 

8:30  a.m. — Auction  sale  of  lambs  exhibited  by  Vocational  Agricul- 
ture Students,  American  Royal  Annex  No.  1. 
10:00  a.m. — Auction    sale    of    fat    calves    exhibited    by    Vocational 
Agriculture  Students,  American  Royal  Sales  Pavilion. 

Over  6,400  vocational  agriculture  students,  teachers,  and  super- 
visors were  registered  during  the  week. 

Sunday  night  found  the  national  officers,  delegates,  and  guests 
gathered  at  the  Muehlebach  Hotel  for  the  annual  Officer-Delegate 
Get-together  Dinner.   About  75  were  in  attendance  and  Past  National 
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President  Joe  Black  acted  as  toastmaster.  An  informal  program  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  Following  the  dinner,  the  delegates  and  convention 
visitors  were  entertained  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  with  a  concert 
by  the  Iowa  State  F.  F.  A.  Band. 

In  the  Little  Theater  of  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  the  State 
product  exhibits  were  an  improvement  over  last  year,  despite  the  fact 
that  only  22  States  and  Hawaii  were  represented.  Hawaii's  special 
exhibit  was  decidedly  outstanding,  as  it  traced  the  process  of  sugar 
refining  from  the  raw  cane  to  the  finished  product  and  by-products. 
Much  credit  is  due  the  Hawaiian  Association  for  the  effort  and  ex- 
pense put  into  the  preparation  of  such  a  comprehensive  exhibit  and  to 
the  diligence  of  their  delegation  in  setting  it  up.  In  the  other  exhibits, 
there  was  also  much  interest.  The  displays  of  the  official  F.  F.  A. 
merchandising  concerns  attracted  considerable  attention. 

The  finals  in  the  F.  F.  A.  Public  Speaking  Contest  were  held  in 
the  arena  of  the  Auditorium  Monday  night  before  a  large  and  ap- 
preciative audience.  Preceding  the  contest  the  Iowa  Band  turned  in 
another  stellar  performance. 

Tuesday  afternoon  found  the  officers,  delegates,  American  Farm- 
ers, Public  Speaking  Contestants,  judging  teams,  prize  winners  and 
bands  on  parade  in  the  arena  of  the  American  Royal  Bunding.  Fol- 
lowing the  parade,  which  is  an  annual  affair,  the  announcement  of  the 
Star  American  Farmers  was  made  by  W.  A.  Cochel,  Editor  of  the 
Weekly  Kansas  City  Star,  and  sponsor  of  this  feature.  As  the  an- 
nouncements were  made,  the  awards  were  presented  by  Thomas 
Quigley,  President  of  the  American  Vocational  Association  mid  the 
thunderous  applause  of  thousands  of  farm  boys  and  their  interested 
friends.  The  parade  participants  were  then  seated  in  a  block  of  re- 
served seats  where  they  witnessed  the  afternoon  Horse  Show  as 
guests  of  the  American  Royal  management. 

Since  Tuesday  had  been  designated  as  National  F.  F.  A.  Day,  it 
was  appropriate  that  Tuesday  night  be  set  aside  at  the  convention  for 
a  special  observance  of  the  occasion.  A  concert  by  the  Iowa  and  Texas 
State  F.  F.  A.  Bands,  playing  alternately,  was  well  received.  Briefly, 
President  Poucher  stated  the  purposes  of  the  meeting  and  closed 
with  the  announcement  and  presentation  of  the  State  Association 
Awards  and  the  Chapter  Contest  prizes.  At  this  time  the  gold  Star 
Farmer  medal  was  also  presented.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was 
Strickland  Gillilan,  America's  well-known  humorist  and  dispenser  of 
homely  philosophy.  The  last  feature  of  the  evening  was  a  motion 
picture  which  included  portions  of  F.  F.  A.  films  taken  over  a  period 
of  ten  years  and  concluding  with  the  entire  film,  "F.  F.  A.  Celebrates 
at  Ten?' 

The  annual  Vocational  Agriculture  Banquet  provided  by  the 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  attended  by  ap- 
proximately 1,100  students,  teachers,  supervisors  and  guests.  Articles 
contributed  by  State  F.  F.  A.  Associations  for  the  banquet  were : 
Florida,  grapefruit;  Massachusetts,  cranberries;  Montana,  potatoes; 
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Texas,  pecans,  California,  oranges  and  grapes ;  Hawaii,  Guava  and 
Papaya  jelly,  Kona  coffee  and  cane  sugar  cubes;  and  Wyoming,  nap- 
kins. During  the  meal,  entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  Solomon, 
Kansas,  F.  F.  A.  dinner  orchestra.  To  Paul  Chilen,  agriculture  in- 
structor and  director  of  the  orchestra,  and  the  members  composing 
this  aggregation  of  near-professional  talent,  mere  mention  here  will 
not  adequately  express  the  appreciation  of  the  gathering.  Our  hats 
are  off  to  Paul  and  his  boys.  Again,  Strickland  Gillilan  appeared  as 
speaker  of  the  evening  "par-excellent."    To  his  humor  and  witticisms 


A  SECTION  OF  THE  F.  F.  A.  EXHIBIT  IN  THE  LITTLE  THEATER 

the  crowd  listened  with  rapt  attention  until  he  concluded  with  that 
well-known  poem,  "Off  Ag'in ;  On  Ag'in ;  Gone  Ag'in — Finnigan." 
The  closing  event  of  the  evening  was  the  announcement  and  award- 
ing of  prizes  for  the  various  judging  contests. 

Radio  broadcasts  were  made  directly  from  the  floor  of  the  con- 
vention Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  from  the  American  Royal,  Wednes- 
day over  the  N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour.  Valuable  assistance  was 
rendered  in  connection  with  these  broadcasts  by  Everett  Mitchell, 
Chief  Announcer,  N.B.C,  and  Anthony  Koelker,  Assistant  Director, 
N.B.C.  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Chicago.  Other  broadcasts  were  also 
made  over  local  stations. 

Newspapers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  carried  articles,  fea- 
ture stories,  and  pictures  of  the  week's  activities  through  the  efforts 
of  George  Couper  and  his  staff  of  assistants  in  charge  of  public  in- 
formation. 
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In  the  vocational  livestock  exhibits,  Donald  Ray  Fulkerson  of 
Trenton,  Missouri,  whose  steer  last  year  was  declared  grand  champion 
of  the  Junior  Division,  rang  the  bell  again  by  exhibiting  the  champion 
vocational  steer. 

A  splendid  educational  exhibit  prepared  by  Swift  and  Company  at 
their  plant,  consisted  of  various  grades  of  livestock  and  the  corres- 
ponding carcasses.  Losses  by  improper  handling  and  poor  manage- 
ment were  effectively  shown.  Along  the  exhibit  route  were  depicted 
the  processing  and  wholesale  distribution  of  livestock  and  by-products. 
Hundreds  of  vocational  students  saw  the  display. 

In  the  Ear  of  Corn  Contest,  Mack  Ward  of  Hamilton,  Virginia, 
entered  the  best  ear  which  was  used  at  the  Secretary's  station  during 
the  F.  F.  A.  convention  sessions. 

Outstanding  F.  F.  A.  members  and  the  Iowa  Band  rendered  a 
real  service  to  various  educational  institutions  in  Kansas  City  during 
the  week  of  festivities.  Appearances  were  made  at  eight  city  high 
school  assemblies  and  at  Teacher's  College  by  the  following:  Frederick 
Tom  and  Clarence  Ferdun,  Hawaii;  Joe  Black,  Wyoming;  Lex  Mur 
ray,  and  Leslie  Standlea,  California ;  Roy  Martin,  Texas ;  William 
Shaffer  and  Hunter  Greenlaw,  Virginia;  and  Arden  Burbidge,  North 
Dakota. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  fine  spirit  and  enthusiasm  during  the 
week  was  due  the  various  musical  organizations  in  attendance.  The 
Iowa  F.  F.  A.  Band  composed  of  102  members,  from  33  chapters,  under 
the  direction  of  A.  R.  Edgar,  Director,  and  Paul  Bachman,  Assistant 
Director,  and  under  the  supervision  of  H.  T.  Hall,  State  Adviser,  was 
designated  as  the  official  convention  band.  The  appearance  of  the 
Texas  State  Band  of  40  pieces  which  was  under  the  direction  of  H.  G. 
Rylander  and  under  the  supervision  of  J.  B.  Rutland,  State  Adviser, 
was  financed  entirely  by  that  Association.  This  action  is  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  Also  in  the  Texas  group  was  the  Palmer 
Chapter  Hill  Billy  Band  of  ten  pieces  under  the  direction  of  J.  W. 
Dorsey,  Chapter  Adviser.  Various  solos,  quartette  and  novelty 
numbers  were  presented  throughout  the  convention  by  these  and 
other  musical  groups  including  the  Varney  brothers  of  Vermont. 
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State  Association  Awards 


BERTON  BLACK 

President,  Wyoming 
Association  of  F.  F.  A. 

WINNER 

STATE  ASSOCIATION  AWARD 

FOR  1938 


Each  of  the  49  chartered  Associations  of  F.  F.  A.,  including 
Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico,  submits  annually  to  the  national  office  a  re- 
port on  accomplishments,  growth,  advancement,  and  activities  for  the 
year  ended  June  30. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  working  as  a  committee,  reviews  and 
scores  each  Association  report,  thereby  determining  the  winners  of 
certain  awards.  Fancy  and  unique  reports  received  no  more  atten- 
tion than  neat,  plain  reports  giving  complete  and  accurate  information, 
since  this  is  an  award  for  actual  accomplishment,  scored  by  percent- 
ages, and  is  not  considered  a  contest. 

The  winners  for  1937-38  were  Wyoming,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Utah, 
and  Virginia,  in  the  order  named.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  L.  J. 
Taber,  Master  of  the  National  Grange,  prizes  of  $60,  $50,  $40,  $30,  and 
$20  were  provided.  In  addition  to  the  cash  prize,  the  Wyoming  As- 
sociation received  a  plaque  offered  by  the  national  organization,  and 
the  Groseclose  Challenge  Trophy  or  Founders'  Cup  which  will  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  Wyoming  officers  for  the  current  year.  Honor- 
able mention  was  accorded  Montana,  Vermont,  West  Virginia, 
Oregon,  Florida  and  California. 
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WHERE  REPRESENTATIVES  FRU 


Outstanding  and  noteworthy  items  from  the  five  high  scoring  re- 
ports are  included  here,  but  space  does  not  permit  detailed  accounts. 


WYOMING 

The  Wyoming  Association,  consisting  of  36  local  chapters,  in- 
cluded every  department  of  vocational  agriculture  in  the  State  and 
had  849  active  members.    Their  goal  for  the  year  was  900  members. 

Of  the  24  items  and  goals  making  up  the  State  program  of  work 
a  high  percentage  of  accomplishment  was  noted.  Among  the  objec- 
tives were  :  to  retain  100  members  following  graduation  ;  to  encourage 
each  member  to  own  an  official  manual ;  to  encourage  each  member  to 
provide  some  labor-saving  device  in  his  home ;  to  encourage  each 
chapter  to  provide  at  least  one  cooperative  thrift  organization  project; 
and  to  cooperate  with  recognized  agencies  for  the  control  of  noxious 
weeds.  In  carrying  out  the  year's  activities,  a  budget  of  $300  was  set 
up. 

A  high  percentage  of  the  chapters  participate  in  the  national 
program  of  work.  Each  chapter  had  full  meeting  equipment ;  used 
the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies ;  held  special  meetings  on 
parliamentary  procedure;  provided  a  library;  held  a  parent-and-son 
banquet ;  held  a  public  speaking  contest ;  engaged  in  organized  home 
improvement,  conservation  work  and  pest  eradication ;  published  news 
articles  monthly;  kept  a  scrapbook ;  and  used  official  metal  markers. 
90%  of  the  chapters  held  leadership  training  programs  and  had  their 
own  radios. 


[  ALL  STATES  GOT  TOGETHER 


The  State  Band  appeared  for  the  third  year  at  the  State  conven- 
tion which  was  held  in  Casper  with  a  delegate  attendance  represent- 
ing 88%  of  the  chapters. 

The  Wyoming  Association  publishes  a  mimeographed  paper 
monthly  and  exchanges  with  30  other  States.  A  State  radio  program 
is  also  in  operation ;  plans  are  under  way  for  an  F.  F.  A.  Camp.  Mem- 
bers had  $3,600  in  thrift  banks  and  $52,200  invested  in  farming.  An 
impressive  list  of  services  to  farmers  was  included. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  supplementary  material 
and  supporting  evidence  submitted  in  connection  with  the  Wyoming 
report  since  it  was  more  complete  and  detailed  than  any  received  over 
a  period  of  several  years. 

A  Collegiate  chapter  of  25  members  is  in  operation  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wyoming.  Sam  Hitchcock  is  the  State  Adviser  and  the  State 
President  for  the'  past  year  was  Berton  Black. 


TEXAS 


With  chapters  in  524  vocational  agriculture  departments  repre- 
senting 100%  organization  and  an  active  membership  of  20,580,  the 
Texas  Association  completed  a  year's  work  which  put  them  in  the 
runner-up  position  for  a  State  Association  Award  this  year.  Seventy- 
five  new  chapters  and  3,700  members  were  added.  Texas  has  ten 
Areas,  each  with  an  Adviser. 

This  Association  sponsored  contests  in  public  speaking,  debating, 
one-act-play,  chapter  conducting,  extemporaneous  speaking,  and 
newswriting    in    which    9,354    members    participated.      521    chapters 
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actively  participated  in  landscaping-  and  home  beautification ;  481 
chapters  held  educational  tours  and  encampments  in  which  16,656 
members  took  part.  Chapters  had  an  average  of  eight  meetings  on 
parliamentary  procedure  and  406  chapters  had  libraries  in  operation. 
The  Texas  Association  published  a  monthly  printed  paper  and  77 
chapters  published  local  F.  F.  A.  papers.  4,000  copies  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  were  published  and  distributed  along  with  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Convention.  378  chapters  entered  the  chapter 
contest  and  157  chapters  had  musical  organizations. 

At  the  Southwest  Exposition  and  Fat  Stock  Show  in  Houston  in 
March,  9,000  Future  Farmers  were  in  attendance.  This  is  the  largest 
single  gathering  of  F.  F.  A.'s  on  record  anywhere.  Outstanding  is 
Texas'  participation  in  State  Agricultural  Fairs  and  Shows  in  which 
their  State  Band  takes  a  prominent  part. 

In  carrying  out  an  ambitious  program  of  work  a  budget  of  $11,700 
was  involved. 

Each  of  the  ten  Areas  had  a  band,  conducted  a  radio  program 
and  held  a  camp.  Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  State  Association, 
1,000  members  made  the  trip  to  Carlsbad  Caverns.  A  State  radio  pro- 
gram of  15  minutes  has  been  broadcast  monthly  over  the  Texas 
Quality  Network.  Collegiate  Chapters  are  operating  in  all  recognized 
teacher-training  institutions. 

Member  investments  in  farming  were  listed  at  $742,000,  with 
$58,000  in  chapter  thrift  banks.  J.  B.  Rutland  is  State  Adviser  and 
Oscar  Dodson  served  as  president  for  the  year  covered. 


LOUISIANA 


With  100%  chapter  organization,  that  is,  151  departments  of 
vocational  agriculture  with  F.  F.  A.  chapters  and  a  membership  of 
5,754,  the  Louisiana  Association  operating  under  a  budget  of  $1,060, 
was  able  to  show  high  accomplishment  on  a  broad  State  program  of 
work,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  national  organization.  All  but  one  of 
the  chapters  entered  the  National  Chapter  Contest  and  every  chapter 
held  meetings  on  parliamentary  procedure.  May  15  was  observed  by 
the  Association  as  F.  F.  A.  Sunday  School  or  Church  Day. 

Other  important  activities  included  holding  leadership  training 
conferences;  promoting  safety  on  farms;  encouraging  part-time  en- 
rollment ;  and  providing  organized  recreation. 

A  total  of  110  radio  programs  were  prepared  and  presented  by  81 
chapters.  The  State  F.  F.  A.  paper  is  printed  quarterly.  The  State 
Convention  held  at  Baton  Rouge  was  attended  by  1,200  members  and 
formation  of  a  State  band  is  in  progress.  Members  have  $257,180  in- 
vested in  farming.  The  Collegiate  Chapter  at  the  University  has  a  mem- 
bership of  92.  S.  M.  Jackson  is  the  State  Adviser  of  the  Louisiana  As- 
sociation, and  State  President  this  year  was  Jimmie  Lee  Fontenot. 
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UTAH 

Composed  of  46  chapters  representing  100%  chapter  organiza- 
tion with  a  total  of  2,738  members,  the  Utah  Association  turned  in  a 
report  worthy  of  careful  consideration  in  connection  with  the  State 
Association  Awards.  Among  the  activities  engaged  in  by  the  boys 
were :  the  financing  of  a  110-piece  band  to  the  Tenth  National  F.  F.  A. 
Convention ;  sponsoring  a  monthly  radio  program ;  making  a  motion 
picture  of  the  State  convention  ;  cooperating  with  adult  farm  organiza- 
tions ;  and  participating  in  soil  conservation  work.  The  report  showed 
that  34  chapters  made  cooperative  purchases  through  the  chapter,  44 
chapters  had  entries  in  the  Public  Speaking  Contest,  and  36  chapters 
conducted  at  least  one  summer  recreational  activity.  In  carrying 
out  the  State  and  national  programs  of  work,  a  budget  of  $2,276  was 
provided.  At  the  State  convention,  100%  of  the  chapters  were  repre- 
sented. Utah  members  have  $51,475  in  F.  F.  A.  Thrift  banks  and 
$175,850  invested  in  farming.  The  State  Adviser  is  Mark  Nichols  and 
the  State  President  for  the  past  year  was  J.  T.  Abbott. 


VIRGINIA 


The  Virginia  Association  including  224  chapters  and  6,503  mem- 
bers placed  fifth  in  the  State  Association  Award.  A  State  budget  of 
$8,630  was  used  in  carrying  out  the  program  of  work.  Among  the 
important  accomplishments  were:  151  chapters  engaged  in  organized 
cooperative  buying  and  selling;  146  chapters  had  Thrift  banks  in 
operation  with  $195,086  on  deposit;  186  chapters  participated  in  the 
Public  Speaking  Contest ;  and  190  chapters  held  a  father-and-son  get- 
together  of  some  sort.  During  the  year,  a  State  F.  F.  A.  Film  Library 
was  established ;  a  summer  camp  was  provided  for  seven  weeks,  and  a 
State  band  was  organized.  The  State  F.  F.  A.  magazine  was  published 
bi-monthly  and  the  State  convention  was  attended  by  1,280,  represent- 
ing 98%  of  the  chapters.  Member  investments  in  farming  totaled 
$392,370.  Henry  C.  Groseclose  is  State  Adviser  and  Jonas  Chamber- 
lain was  State  President  for  the  year  covered. 


SCORE  SHEET  FOR  RATING  STATE  ASSOCIATIONS 

Points  Points 

Items  Allowed     Awarded 

1.  Percentage  of  departments  with  F.  F.  A.  chapters 15 

2.  Percentage  chapter  increase  (If  100%  at  close  of  year,  give 
maximum;  decreases  scored  accordingly). 12 

3.  Percentage   vocational   agriculture    students   active   F.    F.   A. 
members    __ 15 

4.  Percentage  membership  increase   (If  100%  at  close  of  year, 
give  maximum;   decreases  scored  accordingly) 12 

5.  Percentage  national  dues  paid  by  August  1,  1938 _ 15 
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6.  Distribution  of  membership  degrees  and  advancement 10 

7.  Quality  and  completion  of  State   Program  of  Work 25 

8.  Provision    for    financing    State    Association    activities — State 
F.  F.  A.  budget  10 

9.  Percentage   members   owning  official   Manuals 5 

10.  Percentage  members  with  long-time  farming  programs 10 

11.  Percentage  chapters  using  official  Secretary's  Book 5 

12.  Percentage  chapters  using  official  Treasurer's  Book 5 

13.  Percentage   chapters  with   full  meeting  equipment 5 

14.  Percentage   chapters   using  official   ceremonies , 5 

15.  Percentage  chapters  providing  special  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure  training  1 . 7 

16.  Percentage  chapters  using  official  markers 5 

17.  Percentage  State  officers  and  chapters  using  official  uniform.  5 

18.  Percentage    chapters   with    libraries 8 

19.  Percentage  chapters  with  thrift  banks 8 

20.  Percentage  chapters  holding  parent-son  banquets 5 

21.  Percentage  chapters  holding  public  speaking  contest 10 

22.  Percentage  chapters  entering  national  chapter  contest 10 

23.  Percentage    chapters    engaging    in    organized    home    improve- 
ment     12 

24.  Percentage  chapters  engaging  in  organized  conservation 7 

25.  Percentage  chapters  engaging  in  organized  cooperative  effort  7 

26.  Percentage  chapters  engaging  in  organized  pest  eradication .  4 

27.  Percentage  chapters  engaging  in  organized  rural  fire  preven- 
tion      5 

28.  Percentage  chapters  issuing  news  letters  or  news  sheets 7 

29.  Percentage  chapters  preparing  publicity  regularly  including 
special  editions  of  local  newspapers 7 

30.  Percentage  chapters  presenting  radio  programs 7 

31.  Percentage  chapters  owning  or  having  access  to  radios 5 

32.  Percentage  chapters  holding  10%  of  members  following 
graduation  12 

33.  State  provision  for  recreation 10 

34.  State   provision  for  leadership   training 15 

35.  State  radio  program  — - 10 

36.  State  band  or  orchestra  or  other  State  musical  organizations-10 

37.  State  publication  (If  printed  monthly,  give  maximum;  score 
others  accordingly)   10 

38.  Percentage  chapters  represented  at  State  convention 10 

39.  Average  member  savings  and  investments 10 

40.  Average  member  investment  in  farming 10 

41.  Collegiate  chapter  in  operation - 10 

42.  Representation  and  participation  in  1937  national  convention  10 

43.  General  (neatness,  completeness,  and  general  appearance  of 
report;  evidence  of  a  "going"  Association;  quality  and 
amount  of  supplementary  material  submitted  as  evidence  of 
accomplishment)     15 

TOTAL 400 

Less  deduction  for  late  report  (^4  point  per  day  after  August 
15,    1938 — Maximum    10   points) . 


SOUTH  HILL  (VA.)  F.  F.  A.  CHAPTER 
WINNER— 1938  NATIONAL  CHAPTER  CONTEST 

The  Chapter  Contest 

The  National  F.  F.  A.  Chapter  Contest  conducted  annually  by  the 
organization  is  designed  to  encourage  and  reward  Chapter  effort.  535 
chapters  were  entered  in  the  1938  event  and  34  States  were  repre- 
sented in  the  final  competition. 

The  selection  of  the  winners  was  based  on  the  scope  and  quality 
of  the  chapter's  program  of  work  and  on  the  actual  accomplishments 
of  the  chapter,  as  revealed  in  the  final  report  submitted.  Emphasis 
was  given  to  activities  organized  and  carried  through  by  the  chapter  as  a 
group.    Participation  was  limited  to  active  members. 

In  scoring  a  chapter's  program,  consideration  was  given  to  (1)  the 
importance  and  appropriateness,  of  the  items  included ;  (2)  the  goals  of 
accomplishment  set ;  and  (3)  the  methods  and  devices  used  to  attain 
the  goals.    This  applied  to  each  item  on  the  score  card. 

In  scoring  accomplishments,  consideration  was  given  to  (1)  total 
accomplishment  of  the  chapter  on  each  item  of  its  program  ;  (2)  per- 
centage of  membership  participation  ;  (3)  average  accomplishment  per 
member  where  such  statement  was  feasible ;  and  (4)  the  general  ac- 
complishment and  progress  of  the  chapter  group  in  terms  of  goals  set. 

Competing  chapters  were  urged  to  exercise  initiative  and  original- 
ity in  activity  programs  adapted  to  their  situations  and  conditions. 
Emphasis  was  focused  on  evidence  indicating  "chapter  consciousness" 
and  group  action.     The  Chapter  Contest  has  been   a  valuable  aid  in 
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stimulating  cooperative  effort  and  crystallizing  chapter  work  into  pro- 
grams of  worth  while  undertakings. 

The  following  score  card  was  used  in  making  the  selection  of  out- 
standing chapters : 

Program  of     Accomplish- 
Work  ments 

I.     Supervised  practice  

II.     Cooperative  activities  

III.  Community  service  

IV.  Leadership  activities  

V.     Earnings  and  savings  

VI.     Conduct  of  meetings 

VII.     Scholarship    

VIII.     Recreation  

Totals— 250  750 

The  placing  of  the  chapters  for  1938  was  as  follows : 

National  Winner  (also  Southern  Region) South  Hill,  Virginia 

Winner,  North  Atlantic  Region Holland  Patent,  New  York 

Winner,  North  Central  Region Sargent,  Nebraska 

Winner,  Western  Region Chester,  Montana 
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State  Winners 

Calico  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Mesa,  Arizona. 

Bakersfield,  California. 

Tri-Ag  Chapter,  Willimantic,  Connecticut. 

Athenian  Chapter,  De  Land,  Florida. 

Moultrie,  Georgia. 

Boise,  Idaho. 

Girard,  Illinois. 

Columbus,  Indiana. 

Plain  Dealing,  Louisiana. 

Sherwood  Chapter,  Sandy  Spring,  Maryland. 

Holly,  Michigan. 

Belgrade,  Minnesota. 

Carson  Valley  Chapter,  Gardnerville,  Nevada. 

Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  Chapter,  Waynesville,  North  Carolina. 

Wm.  A.  Broyles  Chapter,  Park  River,  North  Dakota. 

Fountain  Inn,  South  Carolina. 

Brookings,  South  Dakota. 

Ollie  B.  Webb  Chapter,  Abilene,  Texas. 

Green  Mountain  Chapter  No.  2,  Thetford,  Vermont. 

Buffalo,  West  Virginia. 
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The  first  prize  was  $150.00  in  cash  and  a  bronze  plaque;  regional 
prizes  were  $75.00  each  in  cash;  and  State  prizes  were  $15  each  in 
cash.    All  prizes  were  given  by  the  national  organization  of  F.F.A. 

Judges  for  the  Chapter  Contest  were:  W.  N.  Elam,  Federal  Agent 
for  Agricultural  Education,  Office  of  Education ;  George  L.  Hudson, 
Extension  Economist,  Farm  Credit  Administration;  and  Gordon 
Studebaker,  Director,  Educational  Radio  Script  Exchange,  Office  of 
Education. 


SOUTH  HILL,  VIRGINIA 

South  Hill,  Virginia  is  a  town  of  about  1,800  people,  located  in  a 
tobacco  section  of  southern  Virginia.  A  "Future  Farmer"  chapter 
has  been  in  operation  in  connection  with  the  department  of  vocational 
agriculture  at  the  high  school  since  1926.  During  the  last  six  years, 
South  Hill  Chapter  of  F.  F.  A.  has  been  forging  steadily  toward  the 
goal  of  winning  the  national  Chapter  Contest. 

With  an  active  membership  of  fifty  farm  boys,  who  earned  an 
average  of  $230  each  in  farming,  this  enterprising  group  attained  their 
goal  in  1938.  The  program  and  accomplishments  were  reported  in  an 
attractive,  profusely  illustrated,  leather-bound  volume,  submitted  in 
connection  with  the  final  report  on  the  year's  work. 

The  most  outstanding  accomplishments  in  the  South  Hill,  Vir- 
ginia Chapter's  '72  point  program,"  centered  around  the  farming 
activities  of  the  individual  memtbers,  leadership,  community  service 
and  cooperation.  Thirty-nine  boys  carried  an  average  of  3.38  projects 
and  9.08  supplementary  farm  practices.  The  man-hours  expended  on 
farming  totaled  19,670  or  504  hours  per  boy.  So  these  young  Vir- 
ginians are  farmers,  first  and  foremost.  A  complete  record  is  kept  of 
all  former  active  members. 

Farming  enterprises  included  small  grains,  legumes,  corn,  hay, 
tobacco,  small  fruits,  poultry,  dairying,  and  hogs.  Corn,  tobacco,  and 
hogs  were  most  popular.  The  boys  earnings  on  field  crops  and 
horticulture  amounted  to  $5,770.85;  on  livestock  $1,758.91;  a  grand 
total  of  $7,520.76.  This  figures,an  average  earning  of  $235.31  per  boy. 
Considerable  farm  mechanics  work  was  included  in  these  farming 
activities. 

A  wide  variety  of  community  services  were  carried  on  by  the 
South  Hill  Chapter.  Members  pruned  shrubs,  treated  seed  potatoes, 
culled  hens,  sprayed  and  pruned  orchards,  collected  and  reconditioned 
old  toys  at  Christmas  time,  distributed  baskets  to  the  needy,  and  sent 
flowers  to  the  sick.  In  one  instance,  the  merchants  did  not  handle 
fruit  sprays,  so  the  Chapter  bought  2,000  gallons  which  was  sold  out 
at  cost.    808  improved  practices  were  carried  to  the  home  farms. 

The  chapter  members  also  cooperated  with  several  organizations 
of  the  school  and  the  community.     Laboratory  equipment  was  made 


66  ELEVENTH    NATIONAL   CONVENTION 

for  various  grades  in  the  school  and  Christmas  trees  were  erected 
by  the  chapter  in  various  rooms.  A  home-ground  improvement  pro- 
ject was  promoted  and  the  raising  of  breeding  hogs  was  encouraged. 
Game  protection  was  fostered  through  the  planting  of  lespedeza  and 
the  purchase  of  wild-life  stamps.  100%  of  the  members  belong  to  the 
State  Wildlife  Federation. 

This  group  built  2,800  feet  of  concrete  walk  around  the  school 
building,  put  up  $100  of  the  necessary  expense,  and,  with  the  P.  T.  A., 
the  chapter  assumed  joint  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  school 
grounds.  Over  7,000  flowering  plants  and  4,800  bulbs  were  distributed 
for  neighborhood  planting  in  cooperation  with  the  Garden  Club.  At 
the  County  Fair,  seventeen  exhibits  brought  seven  firsts,  five  seconds 
and  two  third  prizes.  The  chapter  staged  a  grain  show  at  the  school 
with  40  exhibits.  A  Hallowe'en  Party  and  a  Tobacco  contest  brought 
$144.00  in  to  the  chapter  treasury.    250  guests  attended  a  rabbit  hunt. 

Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  members  have  savings  accounts  and 
sixty-two  per  cent  of  the  members  participate  in  athletics.  Day  meet- 
ings of  the  chapter  were  held  weekly  and  night  meetings  took  place 
once  a  month.  These  meetings  show  ninety-seven  per  cent  attend- 
ance. 

The  South  Hill  boys  helped  to  organize  the  neighboring  chapter 
of  La  Crosse  and  acted  as  hosts  to  visiting  chapters  from  New  York 
and  Alabama.  Properly  equipped,  30  of  the  members  went  on  a  well- 
planned  1,800  mile  trip  to  Canada  at  an  average  cost  of  $8.21  per  boy. 

The  Chapter  has  its  own  Quartette  and  a  library  to  which  60  books 
were  added  this  year.  Subscriptions  to  eighteen  magazines  make 
current  agricultural  information  available  to  the  members.  The 
Father-and-Son  banquet  is  an  annual  affair.  In  scholarship,  the  mem- 
bers ranged  from  81  to  87  per  cent.  Bill  Taylor  was  the  chapter  presi- 
dent for  1938  and  E.  Y.  Noblin  is  the  Adviser. 


HOLLAND  PATENT,  NEW  YORK 

The  Holland  Patent  Chapter,  winner  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Region  with  twenty-five  members  set  up  and  carried  out  an  ambitious 
program  during  1938. 

All  boys  were  carrying  continuation  projects.  Practically  all  live- 
stock projects  were  purebred  and  all  potato  projects  were  certified. 
Most  of  the  projects  during  the  last  year  were  in  dairy  and  poultry 
as  these  are  the  major  enterprises  of  the  community.  Other  enter- 
prises included  potatoes,  swine,  gardening,  forestry,  corn,  berries, 
apples,  and  cabbage. 

The  chapter  purchased  a  2,000-egg  capacity  incubator  and  hatched 
over  5,000  baby  chicks  for  members  and  for  sale  during  the  first  spring. 
The  school  demonstration  plot  was  used  for  the  production  of  pota- 
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toes  and  cabbage.     An  old  apple  orchard  on  the  school  grounds  was 
renovated  through  pruning,  spraying  and  grafting. 

Members  worked  together  to  good  purpose.  Chicks  from  the  in- 
cubator hatchings  and  garden  truck  from  the  school  plot  were  sold 
cooperatively.  The  chapter  pooled  its  project  exhibits  at  fairs,  plant- 
ed and  landscaped  the  school  yard,  planted  7,500  trees  for  reforesta- 
tion, joined  the  Farm  Bureau  as  a  group,  planned  an  outdoor  theatre, 
distributed  feed  for  pheasants,  and  pooled  orders  for  7,400  pounds  of 
stock  feed.  Practically  every  one  of  the  boys  participated  in  these 
activities. 

In  line  with  F.  F.  A.  ideals,  this  chapter  also  rendered  considerable 
community  service.  The  boys  gave  demonstrations  on  treating  seed 
potatoes  and  grains,  and  did  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  work.  Milk 
testing  and  soil  testing  was  done  for  farmers  of  the  community.  Mem- 
bers also  assisted  in  various  demonstrations,  Grange  and  P.  T.  A. 
meetings,  radio  broadcasts,  and  public  programs.  The  second  annual 
school  fair  was  held  with  all  members  participating.  About  $300.00  in 
cash  prizes  was  won  by  this  group  at  the  Boonville  and  Vernon  Fairs. 

Thrift  was  apparent  in  various  activities.  The  chapter  itself 
made  a  net  profit  of  $50.43  on  its  activities  and  handled  a  total  of 
$1,000.00  in  eleven  months.  Individual  members  averaged  $86.00  earn- 
ings from  farming,  making  a  total  of  $2,162.  Members,  on  the  aver- 
age, had  an  investment  in  farming  of  $160.00  with  a  savings  account  of 
$68.00.  In  addition  to  financial  success,  the  group  maintained  an  aver- 
age grade  of  about  80  in  scholarship.  Recreation  has  its  place,  for  the 
chapter  participated  in  a  basketball  and  baseball  league,  conducted  a 
successful  Father-Son  banquet,  and  took  several  trips.  A  travel  fund 
was  started  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  World's  Fair  in  New 
York.  Homer  C.  Bray  is  the  Chapter  Adviser  and  Harry  Barnes 
served  as  president  for  the  period  of  the  report. 


SARGENT,  NEBRASKA 

With  a  membership  of  55,  the  Sargent,  Nebraska  Chapter  was  de- 
clared the  outstanding  in  the  North  Central  Region.  Chartered  in 
1930,  this  group  has  been  showing  promise  for  several  years.  Thirty- 
six  members  had  long-time  farming  programs  in  operation  and  the 
average  member  investment  in  farming  was  $64.00. 

One  of  the  unusual  activities  described  in  their  report  was  a  pro- 
ject in  which  40  acres  of  artichokes  were  produced  on  snares  and  under 
contract  at  $12.00  per  ton.  Cooperation  was  a  strong  feature  of  this 
chapter  program ;  purchases  included  sheep,  grain  and  sorghum  seed. 
The  members  accepted  the  responsibility  for  publishing  the  school 
paper  every  three  weeks  and  a  grade  school  judging  contest  was  held. 
Five  hundred  seedling  trees  were  secured  and  five  members,  chosen 
by  lot,  planted  100  trees  each. 
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Aided  by  the  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Sargent  Service  Club,  the 
Chapter  conducted  the  Custer  County  Corn  Husking  Contest.  The 
boys  also  sponsored  the  livestock  division  of  the  Sargent  Free  Fair ;  a 
Poultry,  Egg  and  Grain  show ;  a  district  basketball  tournament ;  and 
a  part-time  class.  Toys  were  made  for  unfortunate  children  at  Christ- 
mas time  and  assistance  was  given  to  the  Woman's  Club  in  distribut- 
ing candy. 

Various  chapter  activities  were  financed  through  a  revolving  fund 
of  about  $110.00.  The  annual  "F.  F.  A.  Rookus"  cleared  $90.00,  which 
was  placed  in  the  treasury. 

Chapter  meetings  showed  82  per  cent  member  attendance  and  the 
scholarship  average  was  2.87.  A  splendid  Chapter  library  was  developed 
and  the  road  leading  to  the  school  shop  was  improved.  Members 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  improvement  and  appearance  of  the 
classroom  and  shop,  the  groups  rotating  at  six-week  intervals.  Alvin 
Smolik  was  the  Chapter  president  and  E.  E.  Splittgerber  was  the 
Adviser. 


CHESTER,  MONTANA 

The  Chester  Chapter  composed  of  41  members  ranked  high  in  the 
Western  Region.  There  was  a  high  percentage  of  completion  of  the 
137  items  appearing  in  the  chapter's  program  of  work.  Every  boy  in 
high  school  is  an  F.  F.  A.  member  and  70%  have  long-time  farming 
programs. 

A  Chapter  farm  of  ten  acres  is  maintained  on  which  experimental 
plots  are  conducted  and  trees  for  the  future  beautification  of  school 
grounds  are  being  grown.  The  school  farm  is  also  used  for  project 
work  and  supplies  materials  for  judging  and  identification. 

An  old  school  house,  40  by  22  feet  in  size,  was  acquired  from  the 
Board  of  Education  and  is  being  turned  into  a  Chapter  House.  The 
members  have  remodeled  the  building  completely  and  furnished  it  at  a 
cost  of  about  $100.00.  The  equipment  includes  electric  lights,  ping 
pong  and  pool  tables,  easy  chairs  and  a  library  of  150  books  and 
magazines.  It  is  open  during  the  week  to  F.  F.  A.  members  as  well 
as  other  groups.  In  the  spring,  a  demonstration  day  was  held  at  which 
time  all  eighth  grade  boys  were  entertained  at  an  open  house. 

The  Chester  boys  started  a  Thrift  Bank  with  34  depositors.  The 
money  invested  draws  6  per  cent  from  Chapter  funds.  The  money  is 
only  drawn  out  in  emergencies.  A  committee  handles  the  records  and 
business  of  the  bank. 

Several  years  ago  the  County  Commissioner  turned  over  the  mix- 
ing and  sale  of  gopher  poison  to  the  Chester  Chapter  and  $173  worth 
was  distributed  during  the  year  covered  by  the  report.  In  coopera- 
tion with  the  local  Lions  Club,  a  clean-up  campaign  was  staged  the 
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first  week  in  May.     The  Christmas  activities  of  the  Chapter  were 
carried  out  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Legion. 

Money  was  raised  by  means  of  various  activities  including  picture 
shows,  operating  check  rooms  and  raffles.  Over  $350.00  was  cleared 
on  one  F.  F.  A.  dance.  Members  had  a  total  of  $6,700  invested  in 
farming  and  in  savings.  Regular  meetings  were  held  every  two  weeks 
and  every  member  served  on  some  committee.  Leonard  Gray  was  the 
Chapter  president  and  H.  E.  Rodeberg  was  the  Adviser. 
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The  Public  Speaking  Contest 


The  ninth  annual  national  F.  F.  A.  Public  Speaking  Contest  was 
held  in  the  Arena  of  the  Municipal  Auditorium  on  the  evening  of 
Monday,  October  17.  Leslie  Howard  Standlea  of  Ontario,  California, 
was  declared  the  winner;  other  contestants  placed  in  the  following 
order:  Arthur  Olson,  Austin,  Minnesota;  Glenn  Curlee,  Deatsville, 
Alabama;  Raziel  Abelson,  Woodbine,  New  Jersey;  and  Frederick 
Tom,  Lahaina,  Maui,  Hawaii.  The  final  scoring  was  close  and  each 
boy  gave  a  splendid  account  of  himself  but  when  the  results  were 
announced  the  California  entry  was  declared  the  winner.  It  was  the 
second  year  of  national  competition  for  Hawaii. 

The  controlling  purpose  of  the  F.  F.  A.  is  the  development  of  rural 
and  agricultural  leadership  and  definite  provision  for  training  in  public 
speaking  is,  therefore,  looked  upon  as  essential.  The  five  youths  who 
appeared  in  this  national  contest  had  come  up  through  local,  sectional, 
state,  and  regional  elimination  events  similar,  in  all  respects,  to  the 
national  event  sponsored  by  their  organization.  During  the  year, 
thousands  of  F.  F.  A.  members  in  the  47  States,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto 
Rico  benefited  by  participation  in  the  preliminary  competition  and 
while  substantial  prizes  were  offered  to  the  national  winners,  the 
training  to  all  members  participating  during  the  year  stands  out  as  the 
lasting  value  of  the  competition. 

Each  contestant  was  the  author  of  his  own  speech,  having  studied 
his  subject,  prepared  the  draft  and  practiced  its  delivery.  Each  speech 
represented  original  thought  and  original  work  on  the  part  of  the 
contestant  with  coaching  on  composition  and  delivery  limited,  by  the 
rules  of  the  contest,  to  the  facilities  of  the  school  from  which  the  con- 
testant came.  Each  boy  was  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own  subject. 
Questions  were  asked  by  the  judges  to  test  each  contestant  on  ability 
to  think  on  his  feet  and  general  knowledge  of  his  subject. 

Two  groups  of  judges  were  used  in  the  process  of  scoring  and  mak- 
ing the  final  decisions  as  to  the  contestants'  placing.  One  group 
scored  the  manuscript  for  which  40  points  were  allotted  on  the  score 
card ;  the  second  group  scored  the  delivery  and  the  response  to  ques- 
tions, for  which  60  points  were  allowed.  The  judges  on  delivery 
were :  Colin  English,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Florida ;  E.  P.  Taylor,  Editor,  Agricultural  Leaders'  Digest ;  and  L.  H. 
Dennis,  Executive-Secretary,  American  Vocational  Association.  The 
judges  on  manuscript  were  :  Carl  Colvin,  Assistant  Deputy  Land  Bank 
Commissioner,  Farm  Credit  Administration ;  Dillon  Myer,  Assistant 
Chief,  Soil  Conservation  Service, United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture ;  and  Paul  Chapman,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  Univer- 
sity of  Georgia. 

The  national  F.  F.  A.  Public  Speaking  Contest  was  first  made  pos- 
sible in  1930  by  Senator  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas  who,  for  two  years, 
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(1)— LESLIE  HOWARD  STANDLEA— California 
(2)— ARTHUR  OLSON— Minnesota      (3)— GLENN  CURLEE— Alabama 
(4)_RAZIEL  ABELSON— New  Jersey  (5)— FREDERICK  TOM— Hawaii 
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sponsored  the  event  and  offered  prizes.  Since  that  time,  the  national 
organization  of  Future  Farmers  of  America  has  been  the  sponsor. 
Previous  winners  by  years  were : 

1930 — Edward    Drace,    Keytesville    Chapter,    Keytesville,    Missouri. 
Subject:     "Equalization  of  Taxes  as  a  Source  of  Farm  Relief." 

1931 — R.   Hugh   Conn,  Worcester   Chapter,   Worcester,    Massachu- 
setts. 

Subject:     "The  Tariff  and  the  Debenture  Clause." 

1932 — William   Bagot    Searson,    St.    Paul    Chapter,   Yonges   Island, 
South  Carolina. 

Subject :     "Give  Them  a  Chance." 

1933 — Albert   W.    Richardson,    Reading    Chapter,    Reading,    Mass- 
achusetts. 

Subject :     "Why  Be  a  Farmer  ?" 

1934 — J.  Phelon  Malouf,  Richfield  Chapter,  Richfield,  Utah. 
Subject :     "The  Farmer's  Part  in  a  Planned  Agriculture." 

1935 — Mont  Kenney,  Fillmore  Chapter,  Fillmore,  Utah. 
Subject:     "Land  Use." 

1936 — Kenneth  Jack,  Pennsboro  Chapter,  Pennsboro,  West  Virginia. 
Subject:     "What  Next?" 

1937 — Jack  Gunning,  Oshkosh  Chapter,  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin. 
Subject:     "First  in  Agriculture." 
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CHEMURGY  AS  AN  AID  TO  THE  AMERICAN 

FARMER 

by   LESLIE    STANDLEA— Ontario,  California    (Winning  Speech) 


"To  make  two  blades  of  grass  and  two  ears  of  corn  grow  where 
one  has  grown  before,"  has  been  the  grand  objective  of  the  American 
farmer.  Through  industry,  through  enterprise,  through  experimenta- 
tion he  has  ;built  an  agricultural  plant  worth  fifty-five  billions  of 
dollars.  This  he  did  under  the  encouragement  of  a  strong  export 
market.  He  could  depend  upon  the  foreign  demand  to  absorb  all  that 
he  could  raise  in  excess  of  domestic  consumption. 

My  grandfather,  as  yours,  could  look  out  over  his  fields  of  wheat 
and  cotton  and  corn  with  a  thrill  and  pride  of  possession  and  accom- 
plishment and  he  stood  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  every  bushel  of 
grain  harvested,  every  boll  of  cotton  picked,  had  a  ready  market  here 
and  abroad. 

But  this  great  foreign  market  is  lost,  and  as  the  farmer  of  today 
looks  out  over  his  fertile  fields  of  ripening  grain,  as  he  sees  his 
cotton,  white  and  glistening,  standing  out  upon  the  landscape,  the 
thrill  and  pride  of  possession  and  accomplishment,  are  not  written 
upon  his  countenance.  Instead,  with  furrowed  brow  and  troubled  face 
he  ponders  upon  his  problem — trying  to  find  some  way  in  which  he 
can  get  rid  of  his  surplus  grain,  some  place  to  put  his  surplus  cotton, 
some  profitable  use  for  his  land. 

"Is  there  no  way  out,"  he  asks,  "except  to  resort  to  regimenta- 
tion and  government  assistance?" 

My  friends,  Science  and  Industry  are  saying  that  there  is  another 
way  out.  Sponsored  by  the  Farm  Chemurgic  Council,  plans  have  been 
developed  to  make  Agriculture  and  Science  and  Industry  the  joint 
partners  in  a  great  enterprise,  that  will  take  the  products  of  the  soil 
and  through  chemistry  transform  them  into  raw  materials  for  in- 
dustry. 

To  this  plan  of  action  there  has  been  given  a  name,  coined  to 
describe  its  function.  From  trie  Egyptian  word  "Chemi"  and  the 
Greek  word  "Ergon",  meaning  work,  was  coined  "Chemurgy",  which 
means  putting  chemistry  to  work  for  the  farmer  and  for  society.  As 
Henry  Ford  has  said,  "Industry  and  Agriculture  are  natural  partners. 
Agriculture  suffers  from  lack  of  a  market  for  its  products.  Industry 
suffers  from  a  lack  of  employment  for  its  surplus  men.  Bringing 
them  together  heals  the  ailments  of  both." 

Henry  Ford  speaks  with  authority  for  he  has  been  a-  pioneer  in 
the  development  of  the  soy  bean,  that  miracle  bean,  once  used  only 
for  food,  which  is  now  being  processed  for  its  plastic  use  in  the 
electric  and  automobile  field.  The  distribution  bases  and  plug  of  that 
electric  light  switch  over  there,  the  panels  on  your  dash  board,  your 
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timing  gears — all  are  made  from  this  product.  Moreover  15,000,000 
pounds  of  soy  bean  oil  were  used  last  year  in  paint,  varnish,  and 
linoleum.  From  two  to  three  million  acres  are  now  devoted  to  this 
crop,  and  Dr.  Burlison  of  the  University  of  Illinois  predicts  that  within 
twenty  years  it  may  equal  the  annual  corn  crop. 

Turn  now  to  the  south.  Here  chemurgy  has  found  a  use  for  the 
vast  areas  of  fast-growing  southern  pine.  We  were  importing  three- 
quarters  of  our  paper  pulp  because  Georgia  pine  was  thought  to  be  too 
yellow  and  too  resinous  for  use.  But  the  late  Dr.  Charles  H.  Herty, 
spent  five  years  in  his  laboratory  and  $350,000  in  investigation,  and 
now  a  new,  half-billion  dollar  industry  is  springing  up  in  the  south, 
bringing  into  productive  use  thousands  of  acres  of  marginal  land  and 
promising  employment  to  tens  of  thousands  of  workmen. 

I  have  spoken  of  new  uses  for  new  crops.  Let  us  now  take  new 
uses  for  old  crops.  Take  cotton  for  example.  As  Mr.  Howard  E. 
Coffin,  late  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Southeastern  Cotton,  Incorpor- 
ated, has  said:  "A  few  years  ago  some  pessimist  proposed,  as  the  only 
means  of  increasing  the  consumption  of  cotton,  that  every  Chinaman 
in  China  be  induced  to  add  an  inch  to  his  shirt-tail.  Perhaps  the  idea 
was  fantastic,  but  no  more  so  than  to  convince  hardheaded  engineers 
that  cotton  makes  good  roads."  But  in  test  projects  throughout  the 
nation  investigation  of  "cotton  roads"  has  shown  that  the  coarse,  in- 
expensive cotton  fabric  membrane  offers  a  base  for  the  successive 
application  of  asphalt  and  stone  screenings  that  resists  the  upward 
heaving  of  frost  and  eliminates  cost  of  maintenance,  and  they  offer  a 
potential  market  for  from  five  to  six  million  bales  of  cotton. 

Let  us  take  another  example  of  a  new  use  for  an  old  crop — sugar 
cane.  After  the  cane  has  been  crushed  at  the  mill,  there  is  left  a 
fibrous  product  known  as  bagasse.  Until  a  few  years  ago  this  was 
burned  as  a  makeshift  fuel,  not  because  it  was  good  fuel,  for  it  was 
not,  but  because  it  had  to  be  disposed  of. 

Then  entered  the  chemist.  Today  we  find  this  once  worthless 
bagasse  used  as  a  purifying  agent  for  water,  as  an  eliminator  of 
poison  from  gases,  and  as  insulation ;  the  cellotex  industry  alone  uses 
10,000  car  loads  annually  and  represents  an  investment  of  $5,000,000. 

One  other  example:  agrol  or  power  alcohol  from  grains.  At 
Atchison,  Kansas  there  is  a  plant  now  operating,  with  a  capacity  of 
4,000  bushels  per  day  and  30,000  acres  annually.  It  is  estimated  that 
a  10%  blend  of  agrol  in  all  the  gasoline  in  use  in  the  United  States 
would  take  30,000,000  acres  out  of  the  competitive  food  market.  One 
could  go  on  indefinitely  with  similar  examples. 

I  do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  suggesting  that 
chemurgy  is  a  short  cut  to  prosperity.  Certainly  there  are  some 
criticisms  that  occur.  Do  not  these  investigations  cost  money?  Yes, 
the  report  of  the  Chemical  Foundation  shows  expenditures  of  $860,000, 
but  on  the  other  side  of  the  slate  we  have  $150,000,000  invested  in  new 
chemurgic   projects   and   forty   million   acres   devoted   to   chemurgic 
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uses.  Consider,  too,  that  every  investment  in  an  industrial  plant,  every 
increased  demand  for  agricultural  machinery,  every  service  of  trans- 
portation affords  a  stimulus  to  the  whole  fabric  of  industry. 

Again  you  may  ask,  "Does  not  the  cultivation  of  new  crops  in- 
volve risk  to  the  farmer?"  The  farmer  must  be  protected  against 
such  risk.  Scattered  throughout  the  Union  there  are  government 
owned  and  supported  experimental  stations.  Let  them  be  the  pre- 
liminary testing  grounds,  and  let  the  government  subsidize  the  farmers 
for  developing  these  experimental  crops.  As  Mr.  Wheeler  McMillen, 
editor  of  the  "Country  Home"  magazine  says :  "Farmers  might  thus 
be  assured  of  sufficient  income,  and  manufacturers  could  obtain  raw 
materials  at  a  figure  low  enough  to  allow  for  processing  costs."  Surely 
these  are  minor  objections  as  compared  with  the  opportunties  for 
enterprise  and  initiative  that  chemurgy  opens  for  the  farmer. 

Fellow  Future  Farmers,  we  are  experiencing  one  stage  of  an  in- 
dustrial revolution  that  goes  on  from  generation  to  generation.  Our 
parents  and  grandparents  lived  in  the  stage  where  men  conquered  in 
the  realm  of  metallurgy.  Iron,  copper,  zinc,  and  their  alloys  became 
their  tools  of  progress.  We  shall  see  another  stage  where  men  will 
take  from  the  soil  the  rich  yield  of  Nature's  harvest  and  through  the 
magic  power  of  chemistry  create  goods  yet  undreamed  of  for  the  en- 
joyment of  mankind.  Thus  agriculture,  industry,  and  science  welded 
together  into  a  single  tremendous  force  will  give  profitable  work  to 
idle  acres,  will  restore  the  purchasing  power  of  the  American  farmer, 
will  increase  his  demands  for  the  products  of  the  factories,  and  give 
work  to  millions  of  idle  hands,  thus  elevating  the  whole  standard  of 
living  of  the  nation  and  offering  to  our  generation  the  same  opportun- 
ity for  initiative  and  enterprise  that  the  development  of  machinery  and 
electricity  afforded  to  the  generations  past. 

My  friends,  as  I  survey  the  broadened  frontier,  as  I  look  out  upon 
the  vast  fields  where  work  is  to  be  done,  limited  only  by  man's  fore- 
sight and  initiative,  I  am  inspired  with  an  unconquerable  faith  in 
America,  and  with  all  my  heart  I  affirm  the  words  of  the  Future 
Farmer  Creed: — "  I  believe  in  the  future  of  farming — in  the  promise 
of  better  days,  through  better  ways — I  believe  that  rural  America 
can  and  will  hold  true  to  the  best  traditions  in  our  national  life." 
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CONSERVATION  OF  SOIL,  OUR  GREAT 
NATIONAL   PROBLEM 


By  ARTHUR  OLSON 

Austin,  Minnesota 
(Second  Place  Speech) 

Successors  of  Columbus  beheld  a  continent  of  abundance  beyond 
their  fondest  dreams.  At  that  time  all  of  our  natural  resources  were 
plentiful.  Nature  seemed  to  have  established  an  equilibrium  or  bal1 
ance  between  soil,  slope  and  climate)  on  the  one  hand,  and  plants  and 
animals  on  the  other.  These  people  believed  that  our  resources  were 
inexhaustible.    Today  many  of  us  still  cling  to  this  belief. 

Our  soil  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  was  at  its 
maximum  peak  of  fertility.  Leaves  and  other  plants  and  animal 
materials  had  been  decaying  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  adding  much 
rich  humus  to  the  soil.  Yes,  it  actually  takes  approximately  one  thou- 
sand years  to  make  one  inch  of  top  soil.  Then  too,  tall  grass  and  trees 
grew  on  the  soil  in  those  days  to  help  prevent  erosion.  America  at  that 
time  was  truly  the  richest  country  in  natural  resources  in  the  world. 

But  man  has  ruthlessly  destroyed  these  priceless  possessions  and 
upset  nature's  balance.  Now  he  must  either  correct  his  great  error 
by  conservation  or  suffer  for  his  wastefulness. 

There  are,  in  my  opinion,  two  phases  to  the  problem  of  conserva- 
tion which  are  rather  closely  associated  to  each  other.  One  is  the  con- 
servation of  the  fertility  in  the  soil.  The  other  is  the  conservation  of 
the  soil  or  the  saving  of  our  soil  from  complete  destruction.  Both 
phases  are  very  important.    Therefore,  I  shall  discuss  them  both. 

First  let  us  consider  the  greater  phase — conservation  of  the  soil. 

Soil  erosion  specialists  who  study  this  problem  as  a  profession 
have  discovered  that  the  dust  storms  of  May  11,  1934,  swept 
300,000,000  tons  of  fertile  soil  off  the  great  wheat  plains.  These 
specialists  also  find  that  400,000,000  tons  of  top  soil  are  washed  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  the  Mississippi  River  every  year.  They  calcu- 
late that  100,000,000  acres  of  land  which  was  once  fertile — equal  to 
the  total  area  of  Illinois,  Ohio,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina  com- 
bined— have  been  destroyed  and  cannot  be  used  for  profitable  farming. 
All  of  this  soil  once  belonged  to  the  best  farm  lands  in  the  United 
States.  It  represents  a  loss  of  approximately  $400,000,000  to  American 
citizens  annually. 

These  losses  are  of  great  danger  if  they  are  not  controlled;  and 
this  danger  should  be  of  vital  concern  to  everyone.  It  is  as  significant 
to  the  merchant,  manufacturer,  and  banker  as  it  is  to  the  farmer.  Our 
natural  resources  are  the  "backbone"  of  all  economic  life.    All  inter- 
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change  of  materials   rests   on   the   application   of  human  activity   to 
nature's  gifts.    This  must  be  the  basic  reality. 

"What  has  posterity  ever  done  for  us  that  we  should  concern  our- 
selves with  posterity?"  Perhaps  many  of  you  have  heard  this  saying. 
When  we  stop  to  consider  everything  that  we  eat  comes  indirectly  from 
or  is  dependent  upon  our  soil.  When  we  can  no  longer  raise  crops  on 
our  soil,  human  life  must  perish.  If  soil  and  soil  productivity  are 
necessary  for  our  existence,  then  this  is  one  of  our  great  national 
problems  of  today. 

George  Washington  once  said,  "Nothing  in  my  opinion  would  con- 
tribute more  to  the  welfare  of  the  states  than  the  proper  management 
of  our  soil."    George  Washington  was  our  first  soil  conservationist. 

Soil  erosion  can  never  be  completely  checked.  However,  losses 
can  be  greatly  minimized  by  changing  a  few  of  our  common  farm 
practices.  Sheet  erosion,  especially,  can  be  checked  by  increasing  the 
absorbing  power  of  the  soil.  This  may  be  done  by  planting  grass  crops 
and  deep  tillage,  and  by  increasing  the  organic  matter  through  the 
application  of  barnyard  manure.  Other  good  practices  include  crop 
rotation,  strip  cropping,  contour  farming,  taking  steep  slopes  out  of 
cultivation,  and  avoiding  over-pasturing. 

I  will  not  go  into  detail  in  discussing  these  practices,  but  I  would 
like  to  explain  briefly  the  most  important  ones.  Taking  steep  slopes 
out  of  cultivation  is  a  very  important  practice.  If  this  is  not  done, 
there  will  be  formed  what  is  commonly  termed  a  "bleeding  hillside." 
The  top  soil  will  be  washed  off  the  slope  into  a  gully  where  it  will  not 
be  advantageous  to  the  landowner. 

Terracing  is  a  good  method  of  controlling  erosion  on  cultivated 
fields.  It  serves  two  purposes  as  it  checks  the  washing  of  soil,  and  it 
helps  to  guard  against  drought.  One  author  very  cleverly  defines 
terracing  as  the  way  to  make  running  water  "walk." 

When  a  deficient  amount  of  tillable  soil  makes  it  a  necessity  to 
use  at  least  part  of  a  slope  for  raising  cultivated  crops,  strip  farming 
may  be  employed.  Under  this  plan,  strips  of  cover  crops  such  as 
grasses  or  hay  crops  with  a  massive  root  system  are  alternated  with 
strips  of  cultivated  crops.  These  strips  usually  range  in  width  from 
fifty  to  one-hundred  feet,  depending  upon  the  steepness  of  the  slope. 

The  last  practice  that  I  wish  to  discuss  is  the  control  of  channel 
erosion.  In  gullies  of  quite  large  size,  soil-saving  dams  should  be 
built.  Such  dams  may  be  constructed  very  inexpensively  of  masonry, 
concrete,  or  even  earth.  The  purpose  of  these  dams  is  to  retain  the 
silt  material  of  the  water,  but  to  let  the  water  flow  by.  For  best 
results,  such  dams  should  be  placed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  mouth  of 
the  gully. 

Now  let  us  consider  the  second  phase — conservation  of  the  fertility 
in  our  soil. 
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Hunting  and  fishing  laws  are  being  enforced  throughout  our 
forty-eight  states  to  protect  our  fish,  birds,  and  wild  animals,  but  very 
little  in  comparison  with  this  has  been  done  to  conserve  the  soil's 
fertility. 

The  most  important  elements  removed  from  the  soil  are  phos- 
phorus, potassium,  calcium,  and  nitrogen.  Humus,  the  carrier  of 
nitrogen,  which  has  a  great  physical,  chemical  and  biological  im- 
portance is  another  soil  constituent  often  destroyed. 

According  to  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  these  chemical  elements  may  be  removed  from 
the  soil  in  four  distinctly  different  ways:  (1)  by  erosion,  either  by 
surface-washing  or  wind  action,  (2)  by  the  removal  of  crops,  (3)  by 
leaching,  and  (4)  by  volatilization.  Generally  speaking,  crop  removal 
and  erosion  cause  the  greatest  losses. 

A  class  of  plants  called  legumes  have  a  distinct  advantage  over 
other  crops  in  saving  the  soil  fertility.  Nitrogen  is  one  element  limited 
in  the  soil.  Leguminous  crops  have  nodules  on  their  roots  which  en- 
able them  to  take  nitrogen  from  the  air.  Tests  have  proved  that  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  nitrogen  consumed  by  legumes  is  taken  from  the  air 
while  only  the  remaining  one-third  is  taken  from  the  soil. 

Corn  is  the  leading  crop  grown  in  the  North.  Cotton  is  the  lead- 
ing crop  grown  in  the  South.  Both  corn  and  cotton  are  great  soil 
depleting  crops.  Therefore,  one  can  see  why  America  needs  a  sound 
soil  conservation  plan.  The  Soil  Conservation  Program  in  operation 
at  present  is  an  attempt  to  conserve  soil  and  soil  fertility. 

Stuart  Chase,  the  author  of  Rich  Land,  Poor  Land,  believes  that 
America,  which  is  no  longer  young,  must  think  more  of  conserving 
than  of  using  its  resources  and  energies.  This  statement  is  very  true. 
We  must  begin  to  think  of  the  future.  But  soil  erosion,  you  will  say, 
has  gone  on  for  a  long  time,  and  therefore  it  cannot  foe  stopped  at 
once.  Yes,  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  "level  off',  the  soil  conservation 
idea,  but  the  future  of  America  depends  upon  our  sane  and  intelligent 
solution  to  this  national  problem. 


FUTURE  FARMERS  OF  AMERICA  79 

FARM  TENANCY  IN  THE  SOUTH 


By  GLENN  GURLEE 

Deatsville,  Alabama 
(Third  Place  Speech) 

When  the  Confederate  soldier  pulled  his  cap  over  his  brow  and 
started  his  journey  home,  what  was  he  to  find?  What  were  the 
problems  which  confronted  him?  His  home  was  destroyed;  his  plan- 
tation devastated ;  his  help  gone ;  his  money  worthless ;  and  his  very 
civilization  imperiled.  This  was  the  condition  which  confronted  the 
South  as  she  entered  upon  her  great  task  of  rebuilding. 

The  advancement  of  the  South — her  history  from  Washington  and 
Jefferson,  rich  with  the  names  of  leaders  and  of  statesmen,  her  soil, 
her  brave  and  hopitable  people,  and  her  patience  as  she  has  fought 
with  these  most  difficult  problems  constitute  no  ignoble  part  of  the 
glory  of  the  American  republic. 

But  since  the  Civil  War  the  South  has  faced  one  problem  from 
which  she  has  been  inclined  to  turn  aside.  That  problem  is  farm 
tenancy.  Because  of  the  fact  that  before  the  War  between  the  States, 
no  cotton  was  grown  by  white  tenants  we  are  accustomed  to  think  of 
tenancy  as  a  problem  of  the  Negro  race,  but  the  Negro  comprises  only 
40%  of  this  structure.  Having  increased  steadily  since  the  Civil  War, 
the  tenant  question  today  has  become  a  major  issue,  and  we  have 
been  prone  to  overlook  that  threat  which  it  offers  to  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  our  people.  The  very  nature  of  tenancy  is  such  that  it 
fosters  laziness,  lack  of  ambition,  instability,  and  thriftlessness,  lead- 
ing to  inevitable  poverty,  disease  and  ignorance.  In  a  democracy 
such  conditions  are  a  threat  to  the  very  existence  of  the  nation. 

The  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the  continued  increase  of 
tenancy  are  the  investments  of  capitalists  in  farm  lands,  the  fore- 
closure of  farm  mortgages,  depressions,  and  the  purchase  of  farm 
lands  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  them  for  higher  prices. 

Tenancy,  with  all  its  vices,  impoverishes  our  soil.  The  soil  of  the 
South,  in  the  hands  of  nature,  is  fertile,  but  in  the  hands  of  man  it  be- 
comes poor.  The  tenant,  comprising  40%  of  the  farm  population  of  the 
United  States,  58%  of  the  farm  population  of  the  South  and  64%  of 
that  of  Alabama,  ignores  land  conservation.  He  cannot  afford  to 
build  up  the  soil,  for  he  has  no  assurance  that  he  will  remain  to  reap 
any  benefits.  Comprising  an  unstable  portion  of  our  population,  more 
than  one-third  of  all  tenants  move  to  a  new  farm  each  year.  They  have 
then  little  incentive  to  repair  homes,  to  plant  soil  building  crops,  or 
to  check  erosion.  But  they  do  have  every  reason  to  mine  the  soil  for 
all  that  they  can  get  out  of  it  without  any  thought  of  the  future.  When 
these  people  gain  for  themselves  a  place  of  security,  there  will  be 
better  business  for  everyone,  for  the  farm  still  stands  as  "the  best 
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home  for  the  family,  the  main  source  of  national  wealth,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  society." 

The  one  basic  industry  that  must  carry  on,  then,  is  agriculture. 
Happy  homes  are  the  only  guarantee  that  liberty  and  freedom  possess. 
Farm  and  country  life  produce  that  clarity  of  vision,  that  steadfast- 
ness of  purpose,  and  that  contentment  and  happiness  that  are  essential 
to  American  progress.  If  the  farmer  can  have  equal  opportunity  with 
industry,  if  he  can  receive  parity  prices  for  his  crops,  and  if  he  can 
receive  his  share  of  governmental  credit  and  protection,  he  will  ask  no 
more. 

Tenancy,  furthermore,  impoverishes  our  people.  Erosion  of  our 
soil  has  its  counterpart  in  erosion  of  our  society.  The  one  wastes 
natural  resources  while  the  other  wastes  human  resources.  This  social 
erosion  wears  down  the  very  fiber  of  families  themselves.  It  lays  a 
heavy  hand  upon  large  numbers  of  rural  children  whose  education  is 
periodically  interrupted,  and  it  deprives  these  families  of  any  social 
participation. 

The  extreme  poverty  of  the  tenant  section  of  our  population  re- 
flects itself  in  a  standard  of  living  below  any  level  of  decency.  The  share- 
cropper country  has  been  described  as  a  miserable  panorama  of  un- 
painted  shacks,  rain  washed  fields,  poverty,  and  disease.  Clothing  is 
often  scarcely  adequate  to  afford  protection  to  the  body.  When  any 
people  have  been  long  subject  to  such  poverty,  malnutrition,  and 
social  discrimination,  their  bodies  become  easy  prey  to  biological 
parasites,  and  they  in  turn  become  easy  prey  to  economic  and  political 
parasites. 

You  will  doubtless  agree  with  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
America  to  develop  a  rural  civilization  which  affords  security,  oppor- 
tunity, and  an  abundant  life  for  her  rural  people  unless  more  of  our 
tenants  can  be  converted  into  land  owners.  Realizing  that  sound 
legislation  must  be  provided  by  which  unfortunate  people  may  be  able 
to  secure  lands  and  purchase  homes,  Congress  has  enacted  the  Bank- 
head-Jones  Farm  Tenant  Bill,  authorizing,  for  the  purchase  of  farms, 
loans  to  be  made  at  an  interest  rate  of  3%  yearly  for  a  period  of  40 
years.  This  appropriation  made  available  in  the  bill  is  $10,000,000  for 
the  year  which  ended  June,  1938;  $25,000,000  for  the  current  year,  and 
not  to  exceed  $50,000,000  for  each  year  thereafter.  No  legislation  can, 
however,  correct  within  a  few  years  a  problem  which  has  been  in  the 
process  of  formation  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  but  the  bill  will 
point  the  way  to  eliminate  a  large  measure  of  poverty,  social  unrest, 
and  insecurity,  and  those  who  were  desperate  yesterday  now  face  to- 
morrow with  hope,  for  the  bill  will  prevent  the  tendency  of  land- 
owners to  become  tenants,  of  tenants  to  become  laborers,  and  of 
laborers  to  become  objects  of  charity.  Agriculture  must  no  longer  be 
the  forgotten  industry  in  America. 

Now  that  we  know  the  farm  problems  with  which  we  must  deal, 
let  us  go  deep  to  reach  their  roots.    Ours  is  the  richest  country  in  the 


FUTURE  FARMERS  OF  AMERICA  81 

world.  We  have  some  of  the  finest  soils,  a  gentle  climate,  and  a 
splendid  stock  of  rural  population.  Yet  in  this  twentieth  century,  this 
age  of  education  and  of  progress,  we  have  allowed  our  farmers  to  be 
driven  from  their  lands  by  abnormal  prices  for  what  they  buy,  de- 
pressed prices  for  what  they  sell,  and  interest  rates  out  of  all  propor- 
tion. 

Let  us  take  from  the  back  of  the  farmer  those  burdens  which  self- 
ish interests  have  placed  upon  him,  and  give  to  him  the  benefits  made 
possible  by  our  modern  civilization.  Let  us  extend  to  him  a  helping 
hand  and  permit  him  to  share  in  the  use  of  our  natural  resources.  Let 
us  make  our  tenants  more  prosperous  and  independent  and  then  we 
shall  surely  have  a  more  prosperous  and  independent  nation. 
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THE  PROBLEM  OF  SOIL  EROSION 


By  RAZIEL  ABELSON 

Woodbine,  New  Jersey 
(Fourth  Place  Speech) 

Social  progress  is  achieved  by  the  solution  of  fundamental  prob- 
lems in  neglecting  the  problem  of  soil  erosion,  our  society  is  justifying 
the  grave  accusation  of  its  being  non-progressive.  For  erosion  is  one 
of  society's  most  important,  most  fundamental,  and  most  urgent 
problems;  a  problem  which  concerns  the  welfare,  not  of  one  nation, 
nor  even  of  one  generation,  but  which  endangers  the  future  existence 
of  the  entire  human  race.  How  precious  each  inch  of  soil  is  fast  be- 
coming is  made  apparent  iby  the  great  increases  in  the  utilization  of 
land  for  the  past  two  centuries  and  the  accompanying  rises  in  real 
estate  prices.  Every  important  nation  in  the  world  is  taking  rapid 
steps  toward  a  completely  industrialized  and  technocratic  society. 
Farm  land,  as  a  result,  is  growing  proportionally  scarcer  and  more 
valuable.  And  yet,  with  the  value  of  land  increasing  with  such  evi- 
dent rapidity,  we  permit  ourselves  to  disregard  the  destruction  taking 
place  before  our  very  eyes,  and  concentrate  our  entire  attention  upon 
comparatively  transient  and  insignificant  problems.  Although  scien- 
tists have  repeatedly  warned  us  that  with  the  present  rate  of  in- 
dustrialization and  increase  in  population  society  will  soon  find  itself 
at  an  utter  loss  for  productive  farm  land,  we  permit  a  wastage  of  soil 
so  vast  that  it  seems  almost  inconceivable,  even  in  the  face  of  figures 
and  facts. 

Why  in  my  State  of  New  Jersey  alone,  soil  estimated  to  the  value 
of  $5,000,000  is  annually  devoured  by  the  ravages  of  water  and  wind 
erosion.  Investigations  carried  on  by  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  have  revealed  (in  a  conservative  estimate)  that  ap- 
proximately 50,000,000  acres  of  American  soil  have  been  completely 
ruined  because  of  erosion,  and  that  an  even  greater  acreage  is  in  im- 
mediate danger.  No  less  an  agricultural  authority  than  Stuart  Chase 
has  drawn  an  even  more  doleful  picture,  declaring  that  100,000,000 
acres  of  fertile  land  have  been  denuded  by  water  erosion  alone ;  that 
another  125,000,000  acres  have  been  partially  impaired  by  this  form 
of  erosion,  and  that  in  addition,  wind  erosion  is  in  the  process  of  dev- 
astating 100,000,000  acres  more.  Since  the  total  acreage  of  the  entire 
United  States  is  approximately  two  billions,  we  can  perceive  the 
menace  of  a  destructive  force  that  has  already  laid  waste  to  something 
like  one-sixth  of  our  whole  country. 

Vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  western  and  southern  parts  of  this 
country  have  been  rendered  useless  to  society  and  partially  restored 
to  practical  exploitation  only  by  means  of  huge  government  under- 
takings, such  as  Muscle  Shoals  or  Boulder  Dams,  which  nevertheless 
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entail  gigantic  costs.  Stewart  County,  in  the  Piedmont  region,  is  a 
mute  witness  to  the  destruction  erosion  can  cause  in  a  protracted 
period  of  time. 

But  the  actual  loss  of  the  soil  itself  is  not  the  only  reason  why 
it  must  be  protected  against  this  ruthless  enemy.  Only  two  years  ago, 
you  and  I  and  the  entire  American  nation  were  appalled  by  the  great 
loss  of  life  and  property  caused  by  the  devastating  floods  in  the  Ohio 
Valley.  Oh,  we  were  all  very  sorrowful  and  sympathetic.  We  con- 
tributed large  sums  of  money  to  relief  organizations  in  that  area. 
Then,  as  the  newspaper  headlines  abandoned  the  sufferers, we  followed 
suit.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  public  to  readily  assume  such  an 
attitude.  Although  books  and  pamphlets  and  magazine  articles  con- 
tinually remind  us  that  these  floods  will  recur  as  long  as  erosion  re- 
mains unchecked,  we  tend  to  ignore  the  possibility  of  a  reappearance 
once  the  actual  shock  of  the  catastrophe  wears  off. 

Soil  erosion  manifests  itself  in  three  main  forms:  sheet  erosion, 
the  most  serious  form  of  all ;  gully  erosion ;  and  wind  erosion.  These 
first  two  forms — sheet  and  gully — are  often  the  main  causes  of  floods, 
and  silting  of  stream  channels  and  reservoirs,  besides  the  gradual 
demolition  of  fertile  farm  land.  Sheet  erosion  is  the  removal  of  top 
soil  caused  by  the  lack  of  enough  vegetative  covering  to  check  and 
hold  in  rainwater  on  sloping  land.  Gully  erosion,  which  is  a  direct 
consequence  of  sheet  erosion,  may  be  described  as  the  creation  of  deep 
gashes  in  the  soil  made  by  water  rushing  down  a  slope  and  carrying  with 
it  particles  of  soil.  The  damage  caused  by  these  gullies  is  easily 
imagined.  They  prevent  cultivation  of  the  soil  surrounding  them,  and 
render  otherwise  useful  land  impracticable  to  the  farmer.  The  third 
form — that  is  to  say,  erosion  by  wind — is  likely  to  occur  even  on  the 
most  level  land.  Light  top  soil  is  especially  susceptible  to  removal 
by  a  strong  wind.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  Southern  New  Jersey  to 
see  roads  and  fences  lined  with  the  surface  soil  of  the  adjacent  farms. 

But  what  must  we  do  toward  remedying  the  destruction  already 
caused,  and  toward  preventing  further  wastage  of  soil  in  the  future? 
And  how  may  we  accomplish  this  difficult  feat? 

Most  farmers  are  aware  of  such  methods  of  checking  erosion  as 
the  retention  of  close  growing, vegetation,  which  means  permitting 
nature  herself  to  take  care  of  the  soil — and  nature  is  a  very  responsible 
guardian ;  they  are  aware  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  use  of  cover  crops 
and  legumes,  some  of  the  best  of  which  are  clover,  alfalfa,  or  timothy ; 
of  the  application  of  strip-cropping,  crop  rotation,  contour-farming,  terrac- 
ing, leches  for  gullies,  gully  check-dams,  wind  obstruction,  and  many  other 
mechanical  methods ;  many  farmers  are  aware  of  these  preventatives, 
it  is  true,  but  most  of  them  consider  such  solutions  far  too  difficult  and 
unnecessary  to  grant  them  the  slightest  consideration.  If  farmers 
would  take  cognizance  of  the  almost  inestimable  amount  of  rich,  pro- 
ductive, necessary  soil  that  is  lost  annually  because  of  their  scepticism, 
they  would  act  before  their  homes  are  swept  away  by  floods,  or  their 
farms  transformed  into  practically  desert  land. 
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Certainly  the  government,  through  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  state  departments  as  well,  is  doing  more  than  its 
share  in  cooperating  with  the  farmers  toward  the  removal  of  this 
peril.  The  Federal  Soil  Conservation  Service,  which  functions  through 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  carries  on  research  activities  in  this 
field.  There  also  exist  many  other  federal  and  state  agricultural 
agencies  which  cooperate  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service.  And  to 
inform  the  uninformed  concerning  conservational  activities,  the 
Extension  Service  publicizes  erosion  by  means  of  demonstration  pro- 
jects, lectures,  pamphlets,  and  other  educational  material. 

However,  to  paraphrase  a  statement  made  by  a  government  offi- 
cial in  the  1937  agricultural  yearbook,  the  national  approach  can  do 
much,  but  only  the  complete  cooperation  of  the  farmer,  the  govern- 
menty  and  the  public  itself  can  possibly  effect  the  necessary  remedy 
for  erosion.  I  say  the  pulblic,  because  erosion  is  not  an  individual 
problem,  nor  is  it  even  a  local  problem,  but  upon  its  solution  depends 
the  ultimate  survival  of  the  entire  American  nation.  Stuart  Chase, 
in  his  book,  "Rich  Land,  Poor  Land,"  touches  the  keynote  of  this 
idea,  exposing  the  widespread  damage  caused  by  unhindered  erosion 
processes,  damage  affecting  whole  watersheds  and  vast  tracts  of 
land,  reservoirs,  dams,  ditches,  harbors,  roads,  railways,  power 
plants,  and  almost  all  other  sources  whereby  society  obtains  its 
necessities.  Obviously,  therefore,  the  problem  is  such  that  only  the 
total,  integrated  effort  of  society  can  solve  it  satisfactorily.  It  demands 
the  attention  and  the  efforts  of  every  active  American  citizen. 

Thus,  it  is  a  social  duty  of  each  member  of  that  so  often  men- 
tioned and  most  essential  group  called  the  public  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  growing  struggle  against  erosion,  and  to  support  and 
sometimes  contribute — through  taxation  and  legislative  influence — the 
means  through  which  this  struggle  may  be  successfully  carried  on. 

In  this  manner,  farmer,  government,  and  consumer  cooperate 
with  each  other  and  with  nature  as  they  wage  a  fundamental  war 
against  a  universal  and  age-old  enemy  of  all  mankind. 

It  is  necessary  then  for  us,  the  Future  Farmers  of  America,  and 
those  of  us  who  are  or  will  become  government  officials  or  who  will 
serve  society  by  becoming  conscientious  members  of  society  to  re- 
solve to  cooperate  in  the  soil  conservation  activities  before  us,  and 
to  aid  in  carrying  on  those  activities  as  far  as  our  combined  energies 
and  resources  will  permit  us. 

If  we  act  upon  this  resolution  conscientiously,  then  that  point  in 
the  progress  of  society  which  seems  so  distant  to  us  now,  where 
farmer,  factory  worker,  professional,  government  official,  and  all  the 
various  groups  which  together  form  this  civilization  work  in  a 
harmonious  unit  toward  further  progress  and  toward  common  goal, 
that  point,  which  today  seems  only  a  desirable  dream,  a  mirage  in  the 
desert  of  life,  will  become  an  actual,  irrefutable  and  happy  reality. 
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LEADERSHIP   IN  AGRICULTURE 


By  FREDERICK  TOM 

Lahaina,  Maui,  Hawaii 
(Fifth  Place  Speech) 

Agricultural  economists  see  the  problems  of  agriculture  from  two 
viewpoints — production  and  marketing.  These  in  themselves  are  im- 
portant and  limiting  factors  in  successful  farming,  but  I  have  chosen 
to  add  to  them  another  which  is  equally  if  not  more  important.  I 
refer  to  agricultural  leadership.  And  when  I  speak  of  leadership,  I 
have  in  mind  Theodore  Roosevelt's  definition  of  a  true  leader.  That 
president  once  said,  "A  man  who  cannot  give  some  of  his  time,  energy, 
thoughts  and  money  to  the  improvement  of  the  business  in  which  he 
is  engaged  is  not  a  fit  person  for  that  business.  He  will  leave  no 
mark  on  the  mile  posts  of  business  progress." 

Agricultural  Leadership  is  of  two  types — that  from  without  and 
that  from  within  the  ranks  of  the  farmers.  By  this,  I  mean  that  there 
is  one  type  of  leadership  which  is  extended  to  the  farmers  by  the 
government.  This  leadership  is  efficient  and  progressive,  for  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  employs  well-trained  men 
who  show  the  farmers  the  most  profitable  production  methods.  These 
men — extension  agents,  federal  surveyors  and  soil  testers — fit  admir- 
ably into  the  scheme  of  agricultural  progress  as  far  as  economy  in 
production  and  efficient  marketing  are  concerned.  However,  people 
are  too  prone  to  look  upon  these  men  as  the  sole  leaders  of  the  farm- 
ers.   In  reality,  their  function  is  an  educational  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  second  type  of  leadership  is  that  which 
develops  within  a  body  or  group  and  leads  that  group  forward.  Of 
the  two  types  of  leadership,  I  consider  the  latter  more  significant  for 
several  reasons. 

We  all  agree  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  marked  success  as  a 
leader  of  men.  It  has  been  said  that  the  reason  for  his  success  lay,  not 
primarily  in  the  fact  that  he  was  born  of  poor  parents,  but  in  the 
general  recognition  of  the  people  that  he  was  one  of  them. 

What  was  true  in  his  case  is  also  true  in  ours,  for  the  farmers 
are  more  inclined  to  look  with  favor  upon  persons  who  have  risen 
from  among  their  own  ranks  than  upon  those  who  have  come  from 
other  walks  of  life.  This  inclination  is  only  natural.  Take  an  in- 
ventory of  yourselves,  for  instance.  Do  you  care  to  be  led  by  an  out- 
sider? Do  you  give  him  the  same  loyalty  that  you  do  one  who  shares 
your  own  troubles?  The  answer  to  these  questions  is  obvious.  All 
of  us  prefer  to  seek  consolation  from  a  fellow  friend.  Bearing  this 
in  mind,  you  will  concede  that  the  persons  who  are  to  lead  the  farmers 
successfully  must  come  from  among  the  farmers  themselves.  These 
men  will  then  have  the  farmer's  traditional  outlook  on  life.    Thev  will 
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then  know  that  for  centuries  past  the  very  nature  of  the  agricultural 
industry  has  been  an  individualist  of  the  farmer.  He  depended  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  efforts  and  opinions.  If  anything  was  broken, 
he  did  his  own  repairing.  If  his  animals  became  sick,  he  did  the 
doctoring.  Unlike  city  people,  he  was  content  to  stay  at  home  during 
the  evenings*.  He  did  things  in  a  slow,  industrious  and  dependable 
manner.  Can  anyone  but  a  farmer  give  them  due  consideration?  It 
stands  to  reason  that  the  persons  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the 
traditions  of  an  industry  are  best  qualified  to  lead  that  industry. 

Let  us  examine,  for  a  moment,  the  swine  industry  of  the  Territory 
of  Hawaii,  for  it  furnishes  an  illustration  of  this  very  principle.  If 
we  were  to  visit  most  of  the  hog-raisers  of  Hawaii,  we  would  discover 
an  appalling  number  of  inferior  types  of  swine.  We  would  see  small, 
short  and  blocky  hogs  when  long,  firm  and  well-balanced  hogs  were 
desired.  We  would  see  a  heterogeneous  collection  of  hogs  with  rough 
quality  and  extremely  long  legs.  This  condition  is  not  due  to  a  lack 
of  education.  The  farmers  know  that  by  using  dependable  breeding 
stock  and  proper  rations,  they  can  easily  eradicate  these  undesirable 
conditions,  but  yet,  they  do  not  follow  the  approved  practices.  What 
is  wrong?  The  essential  factor  lacking  is  leadership.  The  farmers 
may  listen  to  the  advice  of  outside  leaders  but  they  invariably  follow 
the  practices  of  their  successful  neighbor. 

The  problem,  then,  is  that  of  developing  this  needed  leadership. 
Among  the  many  plans  and  suggestions  which  have  been  given,  the 
foremost  of  all  is  the  encouragement  of  youths  to  participate  in  their 
own  local  organizations.  The  Future  Farmers  of  America,  the  4-H 
clubs  and  the  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  organizations  are  some  of  the 
agencies  of  youth  on  a  national  scale  that  develop  the  qualities  of 
leadership.  By  taking  an  active  part  in  his  club,  by  working  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  group  and  by  carrying  to  completion  successful 
projects  of  his  own,  a  boy  lays  the  foundation  for  effective  leadership. 
The  results  are  progressive.  After  starting  and  developing  his  own 
chosen  enterprise,  he  is  ready  for  his  part  in  community  life  and 
national  farm  organizations.  He  meets  there  the  political  and  financial 
problems  that  affect  agriculture  in  its  entirety.  Solving  these  problems 
is  difficult,  but  it  is  work  which  brings  personal  satisfaction  and  com- 
munity recognition  of  his  leadership. 

I  wish  to  leave  these  thoughts  with  you.  The  crying  need  of 
agriculture  today  is  more  and  efficient  leadership.  We  have  changed 
from  the  time  of  individualism  when  the  farmer  was  sufficient  unto 
himself  to  a  time  when  agriculture  is  a  highly  specialized  commercial 
industry  requiring  effective  leaders. 

We  know  the  merits  of  the  two  types  of  leadership — that  which 
comes  from  without  and  that  which  comes  from  within  the  agricul- 
tural ranks.  The  first  has  been  adequately  developed  to  meet  present 
needs.  The  second,  the  development  of  local  leadership,  defies  us. 
We  must  accept  its  challenge ! 
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Star  Farmer  Awards 


Members  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  had  their  day  at  the 
American  Royal,  Tuesday  afternoon,  October  18th,  when  21-year-old 
Hunter  Roy  Greenlaw  of  Falmouth,  Virginia,  was  designated  Star 
Farmer  of  America  for  1938.  It  was  a  repeat  performance  for  the  "Old 
Dominion"  State  since  this  same  honor  was  accorded  Robert  Lee  Bris- 
tow  of  Saluda,  Virginia,  also  21,  just  one  year  ago. 

Amid  the  cheers  of  several  thousand  "Future  Farmers"  coming 
from  nearly  every  section  of  the  United  States  and  its  possessions, 
well-earned  awards  were  made  to  Greenlaw  and  to  other  "Star  Farm- 
ers" as  follows: 

Charles  Mehaffey,  Prospect,  Ohio,  Star  Farmer  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Region. 

Clay  McMechan,  Ellensburg,  Washington,  Star  Farmer  of  the 
Pacific  Region. 

Edd  Terrell,  Paris,  Missouri,  Star  Farmer  of  Missouri  and  of 
the  North  Central  Region. 

Jack  Seay,  Calico  Rock,  Arkansas,  Star  Farmer  of  Arkansas. 

John  Weir,  Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  Star  Farmer  of  Kansas. 

Francis  Harper,  Mooreland,  Oklahoma,  Star  Farmer  of  Okla- 
homa. 

These  awards  were  announced  by  W.  A.  Cochel,  Editor  of  the 
Weekly  Kansas  City  Star,  sponsor  of  the  event.  Young  Greenlaw 
received  a  check  for  $500  and  the  other  awards  were  $100  each. 
Presentation  of  the  checks  was  made  by  Thomas  Quigley,  President  of 
the  American  Vocational  Association. 

The  Star  Farmer  selections  were  made  from  147  applications  for 
the  degree  by  a  board  of  judges  named  by  the  Weekly  Kansas  City 
Star.  The  Judges  who  reviewed*  the  records  and  made  the  selections 
were :  Dr.  George  F.  Zook,  President  of  the  American  Council  on 
Education;  Sherman  E.  Johnson,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture ;  and  S.  G.  McAlister,  Presi- 
dent of  the  International  Harvester  Company. 

HUNTER  R.  GREENLAW 

Late  one  night,  the  week  preceding  the  convention,  in  the 
shadowy  glow  of  a  bright  harvest  moon,  a  tractor  roared  monoton- 
ously across  the  darkened  fields  of  Stafford  County,  Virginia.  On  the 
seat  was  the  tall,  ruddy-cheeked  youth  who  was  to  become  Star  Farm- 
er of  America.     His  eves  were  trained  on  the  furrows  below  but  his 
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mind  was  on  a  Kansas  City  meeting  separated  from  him  by  hard  work 
that  must  be  crowded  into  a  few  days. 

It's  not  hard  to  find  the  Greenlaw  farm  with  its  rolling  acreage 
nestled  in  a  slight  bend  of  the  river.  "Look  for  the  place  on  the  right 
side  of  King's  Highway  that  has  a  lot  of  farming  along  the  road,"  they 
tell  visitors  in  Fredericksburg,  six  miles  to  the  west. 

And  there  it  is  just  as  described — the  home  on  a  natural  elevation 
300  yards  from  the  river,  surrounded  by  barns,  corn  cribs,  implement 
sheds  and  granary.  Fields  stretch  out  like  pictures  from  a  catalogue, 
meadows  are  clean  and  fodder  is  shocked  in  long  straight  rows. 

An  odd  twist  to  the  1938  selection  of  the  Star  Farmer  of  America 
is  that  the  youth,  to  whom  national  honors  came,  bends  his  back  on 
land  once  owned  by  George  Washington,  not  far  from  the  spot  where 
legend  says  Washington  threw  a  silver  dollar  across  the  Rappahan- 
nock River. 

Hunter's  start  in  farming  probably  goes  back  to  the  year  he  was 
eight,  when  a  man  offered  a  registered  Poland-China  gilt  to  the  person 
who  grew  the  greatest  quantity  of  beans  from  half  a  bushel  of  seed. 
On  top  of  that  the  Virginia  Seed  Service  at  Richmond  agreed  to  give 
the  winner  $5,  to  furnish  the  seed  and  to  buy  back  all  the  beans  he 
grew.  Hunter  entered  the  contest.  His  half  bushel  of  beans  yielded 
37^  bushels  which  brought  $2.50  per  bushel.  The  $5  prize  and  the  gilt 
were  also  his  which  is  a  record  in  any  farm  community. 

Using  his  winnings  as  a  stake,  he  bought  a  registered  boar  and 
started  selling  registered  Poland-China  pigs.  Then  a  neighbor's  hog 
caught  the  cholera,  so  Hunter  sold  out  before  the  disease  spread. 

As  a  lad,  Hunter  lost  two  years  of  school  due  to  illness  and  then 
was  unable  to  do  any  work  for  three  years  following  because  of  a 
weakened  heart.  But  sun,  air,  and  fresh  milk  finally  brought  him 
around  into  shape  and  soon  he  was  again  working  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  his  father.  Then  suddenly  in  1934,  while  at  his  chores,  the  father 
was  fatally  stricken. 

At  16,  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  Hunter  Greenlaw  was  forced 
to  take  up  the  work  of  his  father  on  a  farm  of  385  acres — and  lo !  it 
has  turned  into  a  money-maker  through  careful  cultivation  and 
balanced  farming.  This  is  the  background  of  the  Falmouth,  Virginia, 
youth  who  to  his  surprise,  was  designated  as  the  Star  Farmer  of 
America  for  1938. 

The  first  year  after  his  father  died  was  the  hardest  and  Hunter 
admits  he  looked  over  that  206  acres  of  open  land  and  179  acres  of 
timber  with  a  rather  hopeless  feeling.  Everywhere,  it  seemed,  there 
was  work  to  be  done,  and  there  was  worry  and  responsibility  on  top 
of  that.  There  was  no  bank  account  and  nothing  on  which  to  operate 
the  farm  except  the  equipment,  left  by  his  father  and  the  farm  which 
was  owned  by  an  uncle.  The  uncle  offered  it  to  the  nephew  without 
rent  in  return  for  its  upkeep. 
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STAR  FARMERS  OF  1938 
1.  GREENLAW 


2.  MEHAFFEY 
4.  TERRELL 
6.  WEIR 


3.  McMECHAN 
5.  SEAY 
7.  HARPER 


Using  the  milk  checks  and  the  profits  from  corn  and  bean  seed 
on  the  place,  Hunter  bought  lespedeza  and  clover  seed.  Plowing  was 
done  with  horses,  because  the  old  tractor  on  the  farm  was  almost  be- 
yond use.  Working  night  and  day,  he  got  everything  planted  on 
schedule  and,  during  the  early  summer,  harvested  a  good  crop  of 
wheat  left  by  his  father.  More  wheat  and  some  rye  were  planted 
that  fall. 
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In  1935  he  added  ibarley,  running  the  total  acreage  in  cultivation 
to  125.  In  1936  he  started  with  the  same  schedule — and  then  met  his 
first  setback.  The  Rappahannock  went  on  the  rampage  and  swirled 
up  over  his  90  acres  of  lowlands — ruining  17  acres  of  oats,  17  of  rye 
and  22  of  hay. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  activities  in  those  first  few  years  on  his 
own,  he  kept  up  his  studies,  turning  in  a  scholastic  average  for  the 
four  years  of  high  school  of  92^  ;  this  was  just  a  half  point  under 
the  highest  which  automatically  made  him  Salutatorian.  He  was  a  live 
F.  F.  A.  member,  an  athlete,  and  managed  the  school  paper. 

Every  penny  of  the  profit  after  he  has  paid  his  personal  bills,  is 
put  back  upon  the  farm  for  soil  improvement  and  machinery.  His 
fertilizer  bill  last  year,  for  instance,  was  $230.  During  the  summer  of 
1938,  he  bought  the  tractor  on  the  installment  plan  at  a  cost  of  $1,075 
and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  and  uncle,  purchased  an  all-crop 
harvester-thresher  or  "combine"  for  $820.  Half  the  tractor  bill  has 
been  paid.  The  $500  Star  Farmer  Award  would  just  about  clear  up 
the  rest  of  the  debt. 

The  young  agriculturist  knows  his  figures.  He  can  tell  you  to  a 
penny  what  it  costs  to  produce  a  certain  variety  of  corn,  and  he  knows 
whether  or  not  it  will  pay  him  to  shock  his  fodder  or  shuck  it  on  the 
stalk.  "See  that  field,"  he  said,  pointing  across  a  clean  sweep  of  land 
or  rows  of  fodder  shocks  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  "I  planted 
that  in  one  variety  of  corn  because  I  found  that  I  could  grow  that 
particular  variety  20  cents  a  bushel  cheaper  than  any  other." 

This  youth's  farming  ability  is  a  combination  of  what  his  father 
taught  him  and  what  he  learned  as  a  student  of  vocational  agriculture. 
"Of  course,  I  do  some  things  father  didn't  do,"  he  explained.  "For  in- 
stance, he  never  fertilized  corn."  Hunter  has  laid  out  his  own  course. 
"This  farm  is  not  making  as  it  should,"  he  declared,  "so  I'm  trying  to 
build  it  up.  There's  a  lot  to  be  done  and  now  that  I've  finished  school, 
I  ought  to  be  able  to  do  it." 

He  has  two  hired  men. 

Hunter  grows  seed  corn  under  contract  for  a  wholesale  seed  firm 
and  other  income  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  whole  milk  which  he  ships 
to  Fredericksburg.  At  the  time  he  applied  for  the  American  Farmer 
Degree,  he  owned  23  purebred  swine,  15  head  of  cattle  and  several  head 
of  work  stock. 

But  Hunter's  activity  is  not  confined  to  his  own  farm.  He  takes 
part  in  church  work ;  is  a  member  and  past-president  of  the  Falmouth 
F.  F.  A.  chapter;  and  is  president  of  the  Junior  Farmers'  Club,  a  group 
he  helped  to  organize  composed  of  young  men  who  have  finished 
school  and  who  are  now  farming.  He  contributes  his  part  to  com- 
munity betterment  for  the  Star  American  Farmer  knows,  just  as  every 
member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  knows,  that  a  good  farmer  is,  first  of  all,  a 
good  citizen. 


(Adapted  from  articles  appearing  in  the  Kansas  City  Star,  October  18,  1938,  and 
in  the  Richmond  (Va.)   Times-Dispatch,  October  19,  1938). 
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Briefs  of  the  Records  of  1 938 
American  Farmers 


The  American  Farmer  Degree  which  is  the  fourth  and  highest  in 
Future  Farmers  of  America  organization  is  awarded  only  at  national 
conventions.  This  degree  represents  outstanding  member  attainment 
and  the  minimum  qualifications,  as  set  up  in  Article  V,  Section  E  of  the 
national  constitution,  are  as  follows: 

1.  Must  have  held  the  degree  of  State  Farmer  for  at  least  one 
year  preceding  election'  to  the  degree  of  American  Farmer, 
have  been  an  active  member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  continuously  for 
at  least  three  years,  and  have  a  record  of  satisfactory  partici- 
pation in  the  activities  of  the  local  chapter  and  State  Associa- 
tion. 

2.  Must  have  satisfactorily  completed  at  least  three  years  of 
instruction  in  vocational  agriculture  (or  have  completed  all 
the  vocational  agriculture  offered  in  the  school  attended)  and 
have  in  operation  an  outstanding  program  of  supervised  farm- 
ing which  shows  comprehensive  planning,  continuation, 
growth,  and  increase  in  scope  as  substantiated  by  complete, 
accurate,  and  neat  records. 
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3.  Must  have  earned  by  his  own  efforts  from  farming  and  other 
agricultural  work  and  deposited  in  a  bank  or  otherwise 
productively  invested  at  least  $500  (at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
amount  must  be  derived  from  his  supervised  farming  pro- 
gram). In  cases  where  the  applicant  has  assisted  in  the  support 
of  dependents,  the  amount  so  expended,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trustees,  may  be  considered  as  an  in- 
vestment. 

4.  Show  outstanding  ability  in  leadership  and  cooperation. 

5.  Be  in  the  upper  40%  of  his  class  in  all  school  subjects  during 
the  entire  period  of  his  secondary  school  instruction. 

6.  Be  recommended  by  the  National  Board  of  Trustees  and  re- 
ceive a  majority  vote  of  the  delegates  present  at  a  national 
convention  of  Future  Farmers  of  America. 

Briefs  of  the  records  of  eighty-nine  members  who  received  this 
degree  on  October  17,  1938  are  inserted  at  this  point  in  the  Proceed- 
ings in  order  to  set  forth  the  main  accomplishments  of  each  success- 
ful candidate.  However,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  include  all 
details.  Complete  records  are  on  file  in  the  national  office.  The  briefs 
compiled  contain  information  as  of  date  the  application  was  submitted  to 
the  national  office. 

BRADLEY  TWITTY,  Allsboro,  Alabama— Eighteen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938,  having  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree  in 
July,  1937  and  has  since  continued  his  active  membership.  Bradley  owns  365  acres 
of  clay  loam  soil  which  is  used  for  pasture  and  cultivation.  His  farming  program 
includes  20  acres  of  cotton,  20  acres  of  corn,  five  acres  of  sorghum,  15  acres  of 
peas,  600  hills  of  watermelons  for  home  use,  one-quarter  acre  of  potatoes,  one- 
half  acre  of  sweet  potatoes,  five  acres  of  soy  beans,  five  acres  of  peanuts,  five 
sows,  five  gilts,  one  purebred  boar,  20  shoats,  four  Jersey  cows  and  four  calves. 
He  added  this  year  75  trees  to  the  home  orchard,  and  secured  two  mules,  and  one 
colt.  His  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $8,124  and  he  has  invested  in  farming  a 
total  of  $10,883.  His  records  show  miscellaneous  assets  listed  at  $1,000  and 
liabilities  listed  at  $3,150.  Bradley  has  served  as  Vice-President  and  President 
of  his  local  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Association.  He  ranked 
in  the  upper  third  of  his  class  of  35  students,  and  plans  to  'further  his  establish- 
ment in  farming. 

ERNEST  R.  SCHROEDER,  Elberta,  Alabama— Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1938  with  completion  of  three  years  of  vocational 
agriculture.  He  has  continued  his  active  F.  F.  A.  membership  to  the  present.  He 
holds  a  partnership  interest  in  80  acres  of  farm  land  which  is  utilized  to  produce 
25  acres  of  pasture,  10  acres  of  corn,  12  acres  of  oats  and  rape,  and  one  acre 
of  Irish  potatoes.  His  labor  income  amounts  to  $6,361  with  investments  in  farm- 
ing listed  at  $2,685.  Other  assets  are  valued  at  $290.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Foley  F.  F.  A.  Potato  Club  in  which  13  boys  planted  14  acres  cooperatively  buy- 
ing seed  and  fertilizer  at  reduced  prices.  Has  served  as  President  of  his  local  F.F.A. 
chapter.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  in  the  upper  5%  of  his  class.  He  plans  to 
continue  in  school,  returning  later  to  the  farm,  enlarging  his  acreage  to  200 
and  raising  more  livestock. 

PETE  TURNHAM,  Abanda,  Alabama — Seventeen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May  1938,  completing  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
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and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Degree  of  State  Farmer  was  granted  in 
October,  1936.  Owns  60  acres  of  land  and  rents  12  acres.  His  present  farming 
program  includes  18  acres  of  cotton,  12  acres  of  corn,  one-half  acre  of  peanuts, 
eight  acres  of  hay  crops,  one  hog,  one  purebred  dairy  cow,  and  one-half  acre 
of  home  orchard.  His  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $1,300  with  income  from 
other  agricultural  work  listed  at  $20.50.  He  has  a  total  of  $796  invested  in 
productive  farming  with  other  assets  valued  at  $28.  His  cooperative  activities 
have  been  centered  around  community  development  having  assisted  on  the  con- 
stitution, entertainment,  and  athletic  committees,  and  having  participated  in 
church,  school  and  fair  activities.  He  has  served  in  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  as  Vice- 
President  and  President ;  also  served  as  Treasurer  and  President  of  the  Alabama 
Association.  In  scholarship  he  stands  in  the  upper  quartile  of  his  class  of  22 
students.  Pete  plans  to  enroll  in  the  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute  to  study 
agriculture. 

KENNETH  JULIAN,  Mesa,  Arizona — Eighteen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1938  completing  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in 
March,  1937.  The  candidate  owns  nine  acres  of  land  and  holds  one-quarter 
partnership  in  eight  acres.  His  farming  program  includes  two  acres  of  tomatoes, 
two  acres  of  potatoes,  one  acre  of  cauliflower,  one  and  one-half  acres  of  cabbage, 
two  and  one-half  acres  of  corn,  seven  acres  of  citrus,  three  acres  of  fruit,  four 
acres  of  grain,  one  cow,  two  heifers,  two  sows  and  litters,  150  laying  hens,  300 
baby  chicks  and  one  horse.  He  has  earned  from  farming*  a  total  of  $5,982  and 
from  other  agricultural  work  $140.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $6,167. 
He  has  served  on  various  committees  in  his  local  chapter  and  has  assisted  in 
putting  on  Father  and  Son  banquets.  He  has  served  as  local  F.  F.  A.  Secretary, 
State  Secretary,  and  was  a  delegate  from  Arizona  to  the  Tenth  National  Con- 
vention. In  scholarship,  Kenneth  ranked  in  the  upper  third  of  his  class  and  he 
plans  to  attend  the  University  of  Arizona. 

GARLAND  DANIEL,  Camden,  Arkansas — Eighteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938,  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  Received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  August,  1937.  He 
holds  one-half  partnership  interest  in  132  acres  of  land,  planted  to  corn,  cotton, 
sweet  potatoes  and  watermelons  for  home  use.  In  addition  he  has  two  cows, 
one  heifer,  two  calves,  22  head  of  swine,  and  is  carrying  on  a  home  beautifica- 
tion  project.  He  has  earned  a  total  of  $1,581  and  has  other  assets  listed  at  $310. 
His  investments  in  farming  amount  to  $1,160.  Garland  is  a  member  of  the 
Fairview  Truck  Growers'  Association  and  participates  in  cooperative  buying  and 
selling  of  seed,  plants,  and  fertilizer.  He  has  served  as  Secretary  and  Vice- 
President  of  his  local  chapter  and  delegate  to  the  State  Convention.  He  has  also 
served  as  State  F.  F.  A.  President,  as  well  as  a  delegate  to  the  national  con- 
vention. He  was  seventh  in  scholarship  in  his  class  and  was  rated  first  for  a 
citizenship  award.  He  plans  to  attend  the  Arkansas  Polytechnic  College,  return- 
ing afterward  to  the  farm. 

ERBEL  LEAMONS,  Sparkman,  Arkansas — Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1937,  with  completion  of  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer 
in  August,  1937.  He  owns  57  acres  of  land  utilized  for  3.5  acres  of  cotton,  6.5  acres 
of  corn,  nine  acres  of  legumes,  six  acres  of  pasture,  one-quarter  acre  of  Irish 
potatoes,  one-half  acre  of  sweet  potatoes,  and  one-half  acre  of  hegari.  He  also 
has  ten  acres  of  meadow  land  and  20  acres  of  timberland.  His  total  labor  income 
for  the  four  years  amounts  to  $1,544.  His  records  show  investments  in  farming 
totaling  $2,162.  He  is  a  member  of  the  chapter's  cooperative  hog  project,  co- 
operative potato  project,  and  assisted  with  cooperative  seed  sales.  In  scholarship 
Erbel  ranked  12th  in  a  class  of  41.  His  plans  for  the  future  indicate  that  he  in- 
tends to  become  established  in  farming. 

JACK  SEAY,  Calico  Rock,  Arkansas — Eighteen  years  old.  expects  to  grad- 
uate from  high  school  in  May,  1939.  He  has  completed  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.     His  records  show  actual  ownership 
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of  20  acres  of  land  with  investments  in  farming  totaling  $1,115.  Enterprises  in- 
clude corn,  peanuts,  cowpeas.  soybeans,  hegari,  cotton,  alfalfa,  potatoes  and 
watermelons.  He  owns  one  filly,  one  colt,  one  mule,  one  mare,  two  cows,  one 
heifer,  one  calf,  25  hens,  and  one  sow  with  litter.  Jack  has  participated  extensively 
in  F.  F.  A.  affairs,  having  served  as  chapter  President,  district  Vice-President,  and 
on  the  State  Executive  Committee.  He  is  a  member  and  officer  of  the  local 
Grange,  Christian  Endeavor,  and  has  served  as  President  of  his  Junior  class.  In 
scholarship,  he  ranks  in  the  upper  40%  of  his  class.  Jack  has  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  manage  a  farm  successfully  and  he  looks  forward  to  returning  to  his 
farm  after  completing  a  four-year  college  course. 

FORREST  BOERNER,  El  Cajon,  California— Eighteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1937;  had  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  September,  1937.  He  owns  ten  acres 
of  farm  land.  His  farming  program  includes  three  purebred  cows,  two  grade 
cows,  two  purebred  yearlings,  one  purebred  herd  bull,  three'  purebred  heifers,  two 
purebred  calves,  two  veal  calves,  ten  hens,  two  cocks,  25  chicks,  two  purebred  gilts 
and  one  purebred  boar.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,374  and  $500  from 
other  agricultural  work.  He  has  invested  in  farming  $5,276.  He  has  served  as 
Reporter,  Treasurer  and  on  various  committees  in  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  pur- 
chased feed  for  his  stock  cooperatively.  He  has  also  served  as  Treasurer  and 
Vice-President  of  the  southern  region  within  his  State.  In  scholarship  he  ranked 
fifth  in  a  class  of  73  students.  Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm  and  expand  his 
program. 

RUSSELL  DONOGH,  Petaluma,  California— Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1937 ;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
F.  F.  A.  membership  completed.  The  Degree  of  State  Farmer  was  conferred 
upon  him  in  May,  1937.  Russell  rents  40  acres  of  farm  land  and  has  the  follow- 
ing included  in  his  farming  program :  11  purebred  Holstein  cows ;  one  purebred 
Holstein  bull ;  13  purebred  Holstein  calves ;  five  purebred  Shropshire  ewes ;  four 
grade  Shropshire  ewes ;  two  purebred  Shropshire  rams  and  40  acres  of  hay.  He 
has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,110  and  from  other  agricultural  work, 
$200.  His  records  show  a  total  of  $1,463  invested  in  farming  with  other  assets 
listed  at  $529.  He  has  participated  in  judging  contests  and  has  served  as 
President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  ranked  26th  in  scholarship  in  a  class  of 
123.  He  plans  to  attend  California  Polytechnic  School  and  the  University  of 
California  where  he  will  specialize  in  animal  husbandry. 

WAYNE  FOSTER,  Santa  Rosa,  California— Eighteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1938  completing  four  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  F.  F.  A.  membership;  was  granted  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in 
May,  1937.  Wayne  rents  180  acres  of  farm  land  on  which  he  carries  the  follow- 
ing program  :  eight  head  of  swine  for  pork,  six  head  of  swine  for  breeding,  12 
head  of  dairy  cows,  90  head  of  sheep,  four  acres  of  walnuts,  six  acres  of  Sudan 
grass,  17  turkey  hens,  two  turkey  toms,  120  poults,  and  12  acres  of  hay.  He  has 
earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,163,  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $160. 
His  investments  in  farming  amount  to  $1,940;  other  investments  were  listed  at 
$68.  He  cooperated  with  the  Santa  Rosa  Fair  in  showing  hogs  and  assisted  with 
the  chapter's  livestock  shipping  project.  He  is  a  member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  Co- 
operative Mineral  Feed  Association.  He  has  served  as  Secretary  of  his  F.  F.  A. 
Chapter  and  Superintendent  of  the  Swine  Division  of  the  Sonoma  County  Fair. 
He  ranked  54th  in  a  class  of  187  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  continue  assisting 
his  father  in  managing  the  home  farm,  eventually  becoming  established  on  a 
farm  of  his  own. 

JOHN  GIACOMINI,  Ferndale,  California— Nineteen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1937  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937. 
John  rents  78  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries  a  farming  program  which  includes 
two  purebred  sows,  four  litters,  eight  feeder  pigs,  nine  grade  calves,  nine  grade 
yearlings,  12  purebred  cows,  two  purebred  bulls,  five  purebred  yearlings,  three 
purebred  calves,  two  acres  of  seed  potatoes,  four  acres  of  carrots,  three  acres  of 
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beets,  ten  acres  of  oats,  three  acres  of  corn,  and  ten  acres  of  pasture.  He  has 
earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $3,487  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of 
$5,827;  liabilities  were  listed  at  $1,500.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  F.  F.  A. 
Potato  Cooperative,  has  been  President  of  his  local  and  county  F.  F.  A.  units 
and  ranked  40th  in  a  class  of  100  students  in  scholarship.  Plans  to  continue  his 
farming  program  and  eventually  become  permanently  established  in  the  dairy 
business. 

RICHARD  GRAY,  Santa  Rosa,  California— Nineteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1937.  Had  five  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  September,  1937. 
Richard  rents  15  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries  a  farming  program  which  in- 
cludes 3,800  White  Leghorn  chicks,  1,200  White  Leghorn  roosters,  11  Jersey 
cows  and  14  hogs.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $3,762;  investments 
in  farming  total  $3,399.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Poultry  Producers'  Association  of 
Central  California.  He  has  served  as  Secretary,  Reporter,  and  President  of  the 
Santa  Rosa  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  was  also  Vice-President  of  the  California  Associa- 
tion. In  scholarship  Richard  ranked  ninth  in  a  class  of  156  students.  Plans  to 
enter  California  Polytechnic  School. 

RAY  S.  HIGGINBOTHAM,  Modesto,  California— Nineteen  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1937,  having  completed  three  years  of 
F.  F.  A.  membership  and  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture.  Received  his 
State  Farmer  Degree  in  May,  1937.  Holds  a  50-50  partnership  interest  in  80 
acres  of  farm  land,  and  rents  260  acres.  His  farming  program  includes  36  head 
of  dairy  cows,  15  heifers,  and  two  bulls.  The  candidate's  share  of  the  labor  in- 
come for  a  period  of  five  years  amounts  to  $1,394  with  income  from  other  agricul- 
tural work  listed  at  $1,200.  His  record  indicates  that  he  has  invested  in  farming  a 
total  of  $11,132;  other  assets  were  listed  at  $975  and  liabilities  listed  at  $2,500. 
The  candidate  has  participated  in  the  work  of  the  California  Farm  Bureau,  the 
Milk  Producers  of  Central  California,  and  the  Jersey  Breeders'  Association  of 
Stanislaus  County.  Ray  served  as  Secretary  and  Vice-President  of  his  chapter. 
His  rank  in  scholarship  in  his  class  of  139  is  45th.  He  plans  to  enlarge  his  dairy 
herd  and  become  permanently  established  in  the  dairy  business. 

VERNE  HOFFMAN,  Jr.,  Acampo,  California — Seventeen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1938  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  F.  F.  A.  membership  completed.  He  was  granted  the  Degree  of  State 
Farmer  in  May,  1937.  The  candidate  rents  three  acres  of  farm  land.  His  farm- 
ing program  includes  20  sows,  three  boars,  and  42  feeder  pigs.  He  has  earned 
from  farming  a  total  of  $2,492.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $3,050. 
The  candidate  is  a  member  of  the  San  Joaquin  County  Swine  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion. He  has  served  as  Treasurer  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He 
ranked  fifth  in  a  class  of  252  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  become  a  commercial 
swine  breeder. 

JOHN  H.  LANDON,  Guilford,  Connecticut— Nineteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1938  completing  all  of  the  vocational  agriculture 
offered  in  his  high  school.  Received'  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  July,  1936 
and  has  retained  his  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  John  rents  ten  acres  of  farm 
land.  His  program  includes  350  hens,  450  pullets,  435  broilers,  1,000  chicks  for 
broilers,  seven  acres  of  alfalfa  and  one  acre  of  oats.  The  candidate  has  earned 
from  farming  $1,482  and  has  $3,640  invested  in  farming;  other  assets  were  valued 
at  $470  and  liabilities  were  listed  at  $150.  John  has  bought  seed  cooperatively  and 
has  served  on  various  committees  in  the  local  chapter.  He  has  also  served  as 
President  of  his  local  Chapter  and  Vice-President  of  the  State  Association.  In 
scholarship  he  ranked  fourth  in  a  class  of  40  students.  Plans  to  continue  his 
farming  program. 

EARL  FAIRCLOTH,  Chiefland,  Florida— Seventeen  years  old;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  April,  1938  and  has  completed  three  years  in  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree 
in  June,  1937.     Earl  owns  40  acres  of  land  and  rents  seven  acres.     His  program 
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consists  of  five  acres  of  cowpeas,  100  broilers,  three  hogs,  50  hens,  four 'acres  of 
oats,  one  acre  of  string  beans,  20  hogs  for  meat,  one  dairy  cow,  500  fryers,  two  acres  of 
cabbage,  two  acres  of  okra  and  30  acres  of  other  truck.  He  has  shown  outstanding 
ability  as  a  farmer  by  having  carried  on  a  more  diversified  farming  program  than  any 
other  member  in  the  State,  while  constantly  improving  the  home  farm,  the  home 
and  its  surroundings.  Has  been  President  of  his  chapter  and  of  the  Florida 
Association.  Ranked  third  in  a  class  of  25  in  all  high  school  grades  for  four 
years.  Earl  plans  to  return  to  his  farm  after  completion  of  a  four-year  course 
at  the  State  College  of  Agriculture. 

JACK  DURDEN,  Jr.,  Swainsboro,  Georgia — Sixteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1938;  had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture. 
Retains  active  F.  F.  A.  membership  at  present  time ;  granted  State  Farmer  Degree 
in  October,  1936.  Jack  owns  ten  acres  of  land  and  holds  a  half-interest  in  46 
acres.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,132  and  other  assets  are  valued 
at  $135.  During  his  last  year  in  school,  he  raised  eight  acres  of  cotton,  22  acres 
of  corn  and  beans,  five  acres  of  winter  legumes,  11  acres  of  summer  legumes  and 
ten  acres  of  wood  plot  for  forestry  improvement.  He  cooperated  in  F.  F.  A. 
group  buying  in  the  purchase  of  Austrian  winter  pea  seed,  lespedeza  seed, 
crotalaria  seed,  Coker  Cleave  wilt  cotton  seed  and  seed  wheat.  He  served  as 
President  of  the  Chapter,  Vice-President  of  the  Georgia  Association  and  was 
Business  Manager  of  the  local  school  paper.  Jack  was  in  the  upper  third  of  his 
class  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  enter  the  University  of  Georgia  to  study  Animal 
Husbandry. 

MAURICE  PARKS,  Decatur,  Georgia — Eighteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1937 ;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A. 
membership ;  became  a  State  Farmer  in  October,  1935.  He  holds  a  partnership 
interest  in  13  acres  of  land  producing  corn,  clover,  and  Sudan  grass.  The  candi- 
date owns  one  purebred  registered  bull,  four  head  of  dairy  cows,  and  15  head  of 
heifers.  His  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $1,665  with  earnings  from  other 
agricultural  work  listed  at  $720.  His  investments  in  farming  total  $1,195  with 
miscellaneous  assets  listed  at  $250.  Maurice  cooperated  in  organizing  and 
developing  an  F.  F.  A.  Livestock  Show,  building  a  canning  plant  at  Southwest 
DeKalb  School,  and  on  chapter  tours.  He  served  as  Treasurer  of  his  Chapter 
and  the  Georgia  Association.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  12th  in  his  class  of  36 
students.  Plans  to  continue  with  dairying  and  become  established  in  a  business 
of  his  own. 

BERNICE  WHITE,  Meigs,  Georgia — Twenty-two  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1936  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  October 
of  the  same  year.  He  has  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
has  been  an  active  F.  F.  A.  member  since  1933.  He  now  owns  500  acres  of  land, 
ten  cows,  one  horse  and  30  hogs.  At  the  time  of  application  for  the  American 
Farmer  Degree  his  farming  program  included  tobacco,  cotton,  corn,  sweet 
potatoes,  peanuts,  cane  and  watermelons.  From  his  activities  a  total  of  $2,038  has 
been  realized  and  $1,008  was  earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  He  has  $5,250  in- 
vested in  farming ;  $600  in  miscellaneous  assets ;  liabilities  were  listed  at  $2,500.  He 
has  sold  hogs  and  calves  in  cooperation  with  other  chapter  members.  In  scholar- 
ship Bernice  ranked  in  the  upper  40%  of  his  class.  He  intends  to  expand  his 
farming  activities  on  the  land  he  now  owns. 

STEVENSON  CHING,  Waimea,  Kauai,  Territory  of  Hawaii— Nineteen  years 
of  age;  graduated  from  high  school  in  June  1938;  completed  three  years  of 
vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  was  granted  the  Degree 
of  State  Farmer  in  March,  1937.  This  young  man  actually  owns  157  acres  of  land 
and  rents  an  additional  tract  of  24  acres.  His  farming  program  includes  31  pigs, 
three  gilts,  one  boar,  five  sows,  100  hens,  four  cocks,  three  purebred  cows,  seven 
purebred  heifers,  one  bull,  27  head  of  grade  cattle,  nine  mares,  two  colts,  two 
stallions,  two  horses,  and  30  acres  in  improved  grasses.  His  total  labor  income 
for  three  years  amounted  to  $2,015 ;  income  from  other  agricultural  work  amount- 
ed to  $100.     His  total  investments  in   farming  is  $17,928.     Liabilities   amounting 
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to  $7,433  are  for  his  land,  tractor,  etc.  Stevenson  has  worked  on  the  chapter 
farm,  served  on  various  committees,  and  assisted  in  making  preparations  for  the 
Territorial  Convention  of  the  Hawaiian  Association,  F.  F.  A.  He  was  Vice- 
President  of  his  freshmen  class,  President  of  his  Sophomore  Class,  Secretary  and 
President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  and  President  of  the  Territorial  Association. 
In  scholarship  he  ranks  in  the  upper  quartile  of  his  class.  Plans  to  continue 
farming. 

WARREN  FRIEDRICHS,  Dixon,  Illinois— Seventeen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June  1938;  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Received  State  Farmer  Degree  in  June,  1937.  Warren 
rents  20  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries  on  a  program  which  includes  two  purebred 
cows,  one  purebred  yearling,  one  purebred  yearling  heifer,  two  purebred  calves, 
two  purebred  sheep,  five  grade  ewes,  ten  acres  hybrid  corn,  ten  acres  of  alfalfa, 
and  one-eighth  acre  of  potatoes  for  home  use.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total 
of  $909  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,034.  Other  assets  are  listed 
at  $127.  He  bought  potatoes  and  seed  corn  cooperatively,  served  as  President 
of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  was  President  of  the  Illinois  Association.  In  scholar- 
ship he  ranked  21st  in  a  class  of  152  students.  Plans  to  enter  an  Agricultural 
College  and  become  a  teacher. 

JOHN  GEHLBACH,  Reason,  Illinois — Seventeen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938;  had  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture;  re- 
ceived the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  June,  1936  and  has  since  retained  his  active 
membership  in  the  organization.  John  rents  20  acres  of  farm  land.  His  farming 
program  includes  two*  steers,  one  purebred  heifer,  ten  acres  of  corn,  three  pure- 
bred ewes,  five  purebred  gilts,  ten  acres  of  soybeans,  and  an  improvement  project 
on  home  beautification.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,881  and  has 
invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,611  with  other  assets  listed  at  $1,423;  liabilities 
were  listed  at  $153.  He  has  cooperated  in  buying  and  selling  wool,  steers  and 
feed ;  served  as  Reporter,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A. 
chapter.  John  was  valedictorian  of  his  class  of  93  students.  He  plans  to  enroll 
in  the  University  of  Illinois  this  fall  to  study  agriculture  and  to  return  to  the  farm 
after  graduation. 

EVERETT  K.  THOMPSON,  Sesser,  Illinois— Seventeen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1938;  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  June,  1936.  Everett  holds  a  partner- 
ship interest  in  120  acres  of  land.  His  farming  program  includes  six  sows,  four 
boars,  27  pigs,  15  acres  of  corn,  one-half  acre  of  hybrid  corn,  one  bull,  ten  acres 
of  soybeans,  ten  acres  of  wheat,  60  pullets,  and  one-half  acre  of  fruit  trees.  He 
has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,279 ;  he  has  invested  in  farming  a  total 
of  $1,765;  $385  additional  in  checking  account.  Everett  has  purchased  vaccine  for 
hog  cholera,  seed,  plants,  etc.,  cooperatively  and  has  sold  hogs  cooperatively. 
Served  as  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter ;  ranked  second  in  scholarship  in  a 
class  of  50  students;  plans  to  remain  on  the  farm. 

ALFRED  SUMP,  Clarinda,  Iowa — Nineteen  years  of  age;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1936;  had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A. 
membership  ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  1936.  Alfred  holds  a  one- 
fourth  partnership  in  440  acres  of  land.  His  program  includes  a  quarter  interest 
in  75  acres  of  oats,  140  acres  of  corn,  40  acres  of  wheat,  40  acres  of  hay,  135  acres 
of  pasture,  64  head  of  feeding  cattle,  16  head  of  horses,  40  head  of  sheep  and  255 
head  of  hogs.  Has  full  ownership  of  ten  head  of  purebred  Angus  cattle.  He  has 
earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $835  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,005. 
Assisted  in  organizing  a  Purebred  Beef  Breeder's  Association  and  in  liming 
alfalfa  ground.  Served  as  Vice-President,  Chaplain,  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A. 
chapter  and  ranked  13th  in  a  class  of  92  students  scholastically.  Plans  to  remain 
on  the  farm  and  expand  his  program. 

ALBERT  S.  COATES,  Jr., Kansas  City,  Kansas — Eighteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May.  1938;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.     Albert  rents  forty  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries 
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a  program  which  includes  three  cows,  one  two-year  old  heifer,  one  bull  calf, 
three  sows,  six  spring-  gilts,  seven  spring  boars,  33  hens,  300  chicks,  one  ram,  six 
ewes,  five  lambs  and  forty  acres  of  grain  sorghum.  Has  earned  from  farming  a 
total  of  $1,201  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $100;  has  invested  in  farming  a 
total  of  $700;  other  assets  listed  at  $924.  He  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his 
chapter  in  sponsoring  a  shareholder  broiler  project,  a  feed  grinding  association, 
a  hen  battery,  and  has  purchased  feed  and  other  supplies  in  group  lots.  Albert 
served  as  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  of  the  Kansas  Association.  In 
scholarship  he  ranked  third  in  a  class  of  162  students.  Enrolled  at  Kansas  State 
College  of  Agriculture. 

LEONARD  A.  DEETS,  South  Haven,  Kansas— Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1937  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  membership  in  the  F.  F.  A.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in 
April,  1937.  Leonard  rents  113  acres  of  farm  land.  His  program  includes  69  acres 
of  wheat,  eight  acres  of  sorghum,  two  acres  of  corn,  11  acres  of  pasture,  15  acres 
of  oats,  one-fifth  acre  of  potatoes,  seven  acres  of  barley  and  one  acre  of  Sudan 
grass.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $1,259  and  has  invested  in  farming 
a  total  of  $810 ;  other  assets  listed  at  $596.  Leonard  cooperated  with  members 
of  his  chapter  in  buying  poultry  feed  and  other  supplies ;  has  served  as  chapter 
President ;  also  as  Secretary  of  the  State  Association.  In  scholarship  he  tied  for 
first  place  in  a  class  of  26  students.  Plans  to  enter  a  farming  occupation  upon 
completion  of  his  four-year  course  in  an  agricultural  college. 

JOHN  WEIR,  Arkansas  City,  Kansas — Nineteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938,  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture;  re- 
ceived the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  April,  1937.  Weir  rents  47  acres  of  farm 
land.  His  program  includes  two  purebred  sows,  two  purebred  litters,  three  boars, 
14  purebred  pigs,  ten  purebred  ewes,  one  purebred  ram,  11  purebred  lambs,  four 
purebred  cows,  three  purebred  yearlings,  two  purebred  heifer  calves,  one  purebred 
yearling  bull,  one-half  interest  in  a  purebred  bull,  35  acres  of  wheat,  and  two 
saddle  horses.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,102  and  has  invested 
in  farming  a  total  of  $3,013.  His  records  indicate  that  he  has  successfully  shipped 
lambs  for  four  years  cooperatively  and  has  assisted  in  cooperative  seed  potato 
dipping  for  disease  control.  He  served  as  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and 
is  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  community.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  66th  in  a  class 
of  205  students  and  plans  to  enter  the  Kansas  State  College  of  Agriculture. 

JOHN  ROBERT  BOTTORFF,  Goshen,  Kentucky— Twenty  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  May,  1936;  completion  of  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  August,  1935.  John  has 
a  half-interest  in  425  acres  of  farm  land  and  rents  an  additional  tract  of  150 
acres.  His  farming  program  includes  one  purebred  Hampshire  sow  with  litter, 
six  purebred  Angus  calves,  three  acres  of  corn,  nine  purebred  Hampshire  sows, 
70  purebred  Hampshire  shoats,  50  western  ewes,  one  registered  Southdown  ram, 
one  purebred  Southdown  ram,  56  lambs,  36  purebred  Angus  cows,  one  registered 
bull,  25  yearlings,  30  purebred  feeders,  70  acres  of  corn,  20  acres  of  alfalfa,  45 
acres  of  red  clover,  37  acres  of  sweet  clover,  one  acre  of  tobacco,  48  acres  of 
orchard,  40  acres  of  wheat,  32  acres  of  barley,  200  acres  of  pasture,  and  six  mules 
for  workstock.  He  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his  chapter  in  forming  an 
F.  F.  A.  beef  club.  He  has  served  as  chapter  Reporter,  and  President;  also 
Treasurer  of  the  State  Association.  He  has  earned  from  farming  $2,929  and  from 
other  agricultural  work,  $215.  His  investments  in  farming  total  $6,228;  other 
assets  valued  at  $1,045.  Average  grade  for  four  years,  92.5.  He  plans  to  continue 
farming. 

ROBERT  C.  DAVIS,  Lexington,  Kentucky — Eighteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1937  completing  four  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Robert  rents  30  acres  of  farm  land;  his  pro- 
gram includes  two  cows,  three  heifers,  five  sows,  18  young  boars,  13  gilts,  five 
hives  of  bees,  ten  acres  of  tobacco,  one-sixth  acre  of  potatoes  and  an  improvement 
project  in   home  beautification.     He   has  earned   from  farming  a  total   of  $7,657 
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and  from  other  agricultural  work,  $92.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of 
$1,366  with  other  assets  valued  at  $3,753.  He  cooperated  in  organizing  a  Jersey 
bull  project  for  the  chapter;  served  as  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  chapter; 
also  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  State  Association.  Robert  plans  to  enroll  in  the 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  then  return  to  the  farm  following  graduation. 

SAMUEL  SAUER,  Jr.,  Owensboro,  Kentucky — Eighteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1937;  had  five  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  re- 
ceived the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  1937.  Sam  owns  six  acres  of  farm  land  and 
has  a  partnership  interest  in  404  acres  to  which  he  will  fall  heir.  His  program 
includes  one  sow,  two  gilts,  ten  pigs,  32  acres  of  corn,  11  acres  of  legumes,  one 
acre  of  tobacco,  one  cow,  one  heifer,  and  one  horse.  He  has  earned  from 
farming  a  total  of  $2,084  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $319 ;  has  invested  in 
farming  a  total  of  $860;  other  assets  valued  at  $650  and  liabilities  listed  at  $76. 
He  cooperated  in  selling  his  tobacco  through  the  chapter  sale,  buying  fertilizer 
for  his  crops  through  the  F.  F.  A.  cooperative,  and  purchased  lime  cooperatively. 
Played  on  the  F.  F.  A.  softball  and  basketball  teams;  has  been  Vice-President  of 
his  chapter;  and  member  of  the  livestock  judging  team  in  the  State  contest.  In 
scholarship  he  ranked  22nd  in  a  class  of  76  students.  Sam  plans  to  stay  on  the 
farm. 


ELMER  SMITH,  Lexington,  Kentucky — Nineteen  years  of  age  ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1937  with  completion  of  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture ; 
received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  August,  1936.  Elmer  holds  a  partnership  in- 
terest in  66  acres  of  farm  land.  His  program  includes  five  and  one-half  acres  of  tobacco, 
two  rams,  40  ewes,  seven  calves,  three  acres  of  barley,  ten  and  one-half  acres  of 
rye,  one  acre  of  orchard,  and  a  home  beautification  project.  He  has  earned  from 
farming  a  total  of  $1,614  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,549;  other  assets 
were  valued  at  $239.  He  has  participated  in  the  activities  of  the  Livestock  Produc- 
tion Cooperative  and  has  assisted  in  carrying  on  a  chapter  feed  project.  Elmer 
served  as  Reporter  and  Treasurer  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  ranks  in  the  upper 
quartile  of  his  class  of  61  students  and  plans  to  continue  farming,  later  establish- 
ing himself  permanently  in  the  business. 

F.  P.  BORDELON,  Jr.,  Cottonport,  Louisiana — Seventeen  years  of  age ;  is  a 
senior  in  high  school.  He  has  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  State  Farmer  Degree  granted  him  in  June,  1937. 
This  young  man  owns  80  acres  of  land  and  holds  a  quarter  interest  in  80  acres ;  he 
also  rents  six  acres.  His  farming  program  includes  two  purebred  cows,  one  heifer, 
two  calves,  three  purebred  sows,  six  litters,  one  boar,  25  cows,  15  calves,  eight 
heifers,  two  bulls,  46  ewes,  two  rams,  32  lambs,  five  acres  of  corn,  60  acres  of  clover, 
one  acre  of  tomatoes,  250  poultry,  one-quarter  acre  of  Irish  potatoes,  five  acres  of 
soybeans,  one-eighth  acre  of  watermelons,  and  one-third  acre  of  sorghum.  His 
total  labor  income  for  three  years  was  $2,436 ;  income  from  other  agricultural  work 
was  $48.  Bordelon's  farming  investments  amount  to  $2,873  with  other  assets  valued 
at  $555.  He  successfully  formed  a  group  cooperative  of  F.  F.  A.  members  for  the 
Reporter,  Secretary,  Vice-President,  Treasurer,  and  President;  he  was  also 
Treasurer  of  the  Louisiana  Association.  His  scholarship  rank  is  fifth  in  a  class 
of  29  students.     Plans  to  attend  Louisiana  State  University. 

CLYDE  SAVOY,  Sunset,  Louisiana — Twenty-one  years  old ;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  June,  1935  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A. 
membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  July,  1936  and  is  now 
a  part-time  student.  Clyde  carries  on  his  farming  operations  on  the  home  farm 
and,  at  present,  his  program  includes  the  following:  12  acres  of  sweet  potatoes, 
12  acres  of  cotton,  20  acres  of  corn  and  beans,  one  mare,  one  colt,  one  cow,  one 
calf,  one  heifer,  and  one  acre  of  Irish  potatoes.  He  has  earned  from  farming 
$975.  His  investments  total  $4,047  as  a  result  of  his  farming  and  other  agricultural 
work;  liabilities  listed  at  $2,700.  He  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his  local 
chapter  in  building  up  the  thrift  fund  and  in  developing  an  athletic  program  for 
the  chapter.  Served  as  Reporter  and  Vice-President  of  the  Sunset  Chapter  and 
in  scholarship  ranked  third  in  a  class  of  26  students.     Plans  to  continue  farming. 
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ROBERT  A.  ELWELL,  Gorham,  Maine — Seventeen  years  of  age  ;  completed 
three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
F.  F.  A.  since  1935.  He  graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1938  and  received 
his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  June,  1937.  Robert  owns  nine  acres  of  land,  93  hens, 
140  pullets,  three  heifers,  and  two  pigs.  He  also  rents  20  acres  of  land.  His  farm- 
ing program  including  poultry,  truck,  rye,  and  dairy  yielded  a  total  labor  income 
of  $2,160;  $218  was  earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  He  has  $1,896  invested  in 
farming  and  $374  in  other  assets.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  has 
instituted  soil-building  practices  on  the  home  farm.  Bob  was  President  and 
Secretary  of  his  local  chapter,  President  of  the  student  Literary  Society,  State 
F.  F.  A.  President,  Vice-President  and  Treasurer  of  his  high  school  classes,  and 
manager  of  the  boys  basketball  team.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  fourth  in  a  class 
of  48. 

RAY  E.  VALENTINE,  Rocky  Ridge,  Maryland— Eighteen  years  of  age ;  has 
completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  five  years  of  active  F.  F.  A. 
membership.  He  graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1937  and  received  his  State 
Farmer  Degree  in  October,  1935.  He  owns  three  purebred  heifers,  one  purebred 
bull,  one  purebred  sow,  one  grade  sow,  and  nine  shoats ;  holds  one-half  interest 
in  six  purebred  heifers.  Ray  and  his  father  harvested  the  hay  from  an  adjoining 
farm  of  180  acres  owned  by  the  Federal  Land  Bank  and  used  part  of  this  farm  for 
pasture.  From  a  supervised  farming  program  of  dairy,  corn,  swine,  poultry,  beef 
cattle,  hay  and  clover  seed,  Ray  realized  a  labor  income  of  $3,440.  He  also  earned 
from  other  agricultural  work  a  total  of  $112.  He  now  has  $1,603  invested  in  farm- 
ing and  $240  in  miscellaneous  assets.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and 
Grange  and  buys  and  sells  produce  through  a  local  cooperative.  He  was  Secretary 
of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  and  Reporter  and  Vice-President  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion.   In  scholarship,  he  ranked  fifth  in  a  class  of  27. 

ERNEST  W.  THAYER,  Wenham,  Massachusetts— Twenty-three  years  old; 
completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  six  years  of  F.  F.  A.  member- 
ship, having  graduated  in  November,  1935.  Received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in 
March,  1935.  At  the  time  of  making  application  for  the  American  Farmer  Degree, 
Ernest  owned  eight  cows,  one  heifer,  one  registered  calf,  one  registered  cow,  two 
horses,  125  pullets,  and  one  pig.  He  rented  84  acres  of  land  for  hay,  garden  and 
pasture.  A  total  labor  income  of  $2,988  was  derived  from  a  supervised  farming 
program  consisting  of  dairy  cattle,  orchard,  poultry,  and  gardening;  $99  was 
earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  At  present  Ernest  has  $3,040  invested  in 
farming  with  $40  in  other  assets;  liabilities  were  listed  at  $270.  He  is  a  member 
of  a  credit  union,  was  Vice-President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  valedictorian  in 
a  class  of  41. 

DONALD  F.  DEXTER,  Williamston,  Michigan— Twenty  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1937 ;  had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture ;  re- 
ceived the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937.  Donald  owns  a  one-third 
partnership  interest  in  190  acres  of  land.  His  farming  program  includes  59  head 
of  sheep,  19  acres  of  beans,  22  acres  of  wheat,  14  acres  of  sugar  beets,  71  acres 
of  oats,  72  acres  of  corn,  62  acres  of  hay,  15  head  of  dairy  cattle,  71  head  of 
swine  and  1,200  poultry.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,719  and  has 
earned  from  other  agricultural  work  $466.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of 
$21,688  and  lists  liabilities  at  $7,927.  Donald  demonstrated  his  ability  to  cooperate 
by  having  participated  in  the  Williamston  Cooperative  Association,  the  Wolverine 
'Lamb  Production  Program,  the  Michigan  Milk  Producers'  Association,  and  the 
Shropshire  Breeders'  Association.  He  has  served  as  Watch  Dog  and  President  of 
his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  ranked  ninth  in  a  class  of  36  students  in  scholarship. 
Plans  to  finish  his  short  course  at  Michigan  State  College  and  become  established 
in  farming. 

ERVIN  L.  DENISEN,  Austin,  Minnesota— Eighteen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1937,  completing  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Ervin  holds  a  one-third  partnership  in  80  acres 
of  land.     His   farming  program   includes   34   head  of   sheep,   four  head  of  dairy 
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cattle,  one  litter  of  swine  and  five  acres  of  alfalfa.  He  has  earned  from  farming 
a  total  of  $1,196  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $568;  other  assets  are 
valued  at  $483.  He  has  cooperated  with  local  chapter  members  in  securing  pure- 
bred breeding  stock  and  assisted  in  running  corn  yield  tests.  He  has  served  as 
Vice-President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  also  Treasurer  of  the  Minnesota  Associa- 
tion. He  ranked  second  in  a  class  of  182  students  in  scholarship,  is  enrolled  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota  and  will  later  become  permanently  established  in 
farming. 

GAY  MOOREHEAD,  Hickory  Flat,  Mississippi— Nineteen  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  April,  1935,  having  completed  two  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  four  years  of  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  State  Farmer 
Degree  in  1937  and  has  since  continued  his  active  membership.  Gay  owns  three 
brood  mares,  two  3-year  old  mules,  one  mule  colt,  one  horse,  one  brood  sow  and 
342  hens.  He  also  has  a  partnership  interest  in  1,000  acres  of  land.  His  farming 
program  includes  :  six  acres  of  cotton ;  four  acres  of  corn  and  soy  beans  ;  four 
acres  oats;  one  purebred  guilt;  one  mare;  342  hens  and,  on  a  share-crop  basis,  the 
following :  60  acres  cotton,  200  acres  corn,  40  acres  in  hay  crops  and  10  acres  of 
truck.  His  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $4,240  and  he  has  invested  in  farming 
a  total  of  $3,022.  His  record  showed  miscellaneous  assets  listed  at  $600  and 
liabilities  at  $380.  Gay  has  served  as  reporter  and  secretary  of  his  local  F.  F.  A. 
Chapter;  and  secretary  and  president  of  his  State  Association.  He  ranked  in 
the  upper  third  of  his  class  of  12  students.  He  plans  to  establish  himself  in  farm- 
ing; with  his  brother  the  farm  is  now  being  shared  equally. 

AURON  COZAD,  Hamilton,  Missouri — Nineteen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1937;  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May, 
1936.  Auron  rents  34  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries  the  following  farming  pro- 
gram :  three  purebred  gilts,  three  litters,  half  interest  in  a  purebred  boar,  six 
purebred  ewes,  two  yearlings,  five  ewe  lambs,  one  buck  lamb,  one  yearling  filly, 
12  acres  of  corn,  ten  acres  of  wheat,  12  acres  of  oats,  and  two  acres  of  soy  beans. 
He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $1,018  and  has  invested  in  farming  $842. 
He  has  shown  cooperative  ability  and  has  served  as  Treasurer  and  Reporter  of 
his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  ranked  ninth  in  a  class  of  48  students  in  scholarship. 
Plans  to  continue  farming  on  a  partnership  basis  with  his  father  until  he  is  able 
to  purchase  a  farm  of  his  own. 

EARL  KRAFT,  Neosho,  Missouri — Nineteen  years  of  age  ;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  May,  1937  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  completed.  He 
received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  April,  1937.  Earl  rents  31  acres  of  farm 
land;  his  farming  program  includes  130  pullets,  106  R.  O.  P.  pullets,  180  hens, 
six  acres  of  oats,  one  gilt,  \2l/2  acres  of  wheat,  two  acres  of  strawberries,  one- 
half  acre  of  tomatoes,  ten  acres  of  Timothy,  380  broilers  and  16  acres  of  Korean 
pasture.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,221 ;  has  invested  in  farming 
a  total  of  $953 ;  and  has  otherwise  productively  invested  $1,267.  Earl  co- 
operated with  chapter  members  in  the  purchase  of  Korean  seed  and  other  sup- 
plies ;  served  as  chapter  Treasurer  and  President ;  and  was  also  Watch  Dog  for 
the  State  Association.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  ninth  in  a  class  of  92  students. 
Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm,  eventually  becoming  established  for  himself. 

EDD  TERRELL,  Paris,  Missouri — Eighteen  years  of  age;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1937 ;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A. 
membership ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  1937.  He  owns  100  acres 
of  farm  land  and  carries  a  program  which  includes  two  purebred  sows  and  litters, 
two  purebred  gilts,  one-half  interest  in  a  purebred  ram,  one  purebred  cow  and 
calf,  one  purebred  heifer  and  calf,  three  baby  beeves,  14  acres  of  feed  corn,  20 
acres  of  oats,  17  acres  of  wheat.  22  acres  of  soy  beans,  ten  acres  of  Timothy.  He 
also  has  70  acres  of  corn  and  35  acres  of  Timothy  in  partnership.  Edd  has  earned 
from  farming  a  total  of  $3,366  and  from  other  agricultural  work,  ^733;  has  in- 
vested in  farming  a  total  of  $5,570;  and  $575  in  checking  account.  He  participated 
in  various  cooperative  activities  of  the  local  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  has  been  chapter 
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Secretary  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Missouri  Associa- 
tion. In  scholarship  he  ranked  eighth  in  a  class  of  34  students.  Plans  to  attend 
the  State  Agricultural  College  later  on  when  circumstances  will  permit. 

WILLIAM  HARTNELL,  Tekamah,  Nebraska — Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1937 ;  had  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  April, 
1937.  Bill  rents  135  acres  of  farm  land  on  which  he  carries  a  farming  program 
which  includes  one  cow,  one  purebred  heifer,  100  acres  of  corn,  one  mare,- 19  acres 
of  rye,  ten  acres  of  alfalfa,  450  chicks,  and  five  acres  of  Black  Amber  cane.  He 
has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $1,749  and  $90  from  other  agricultural  work. 
He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $568  with  other  assets  listed  at  $750.  He 
has  cooperated  in  testing  seed  for  farmers,  helped  to  conduct  hybrid  seed  test  plot, 
and  participated  in  the  Burt  County  Dairy  Improvement  Project.  Bill  served  as 
Secretary  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  President  of  the  State 
Association.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  12th  in  a  class  of  43  students.  He  plans 
to  enter  the  Nebraska  College  of  Agriculture  and  then  return  to  the  farm. 

GEORGE  RAFFETY,  Jr.,  Kearney,  Nebraska— Nineteen  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1937  with  four  years  completion  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer 
in  April,  1936.  He  rents  nine  acres  of  land  and  carries  a  program  which  includes 
six  sows  and  seven  litters,  two  cows,  two  calves,  nine  acres  of  corn,  550  baby 
chicks,  110  laying  hens  and  eight  feeder  cattle.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a 
total  of  $2,512.  He  lists  $103  earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  He  has  in- 
vested in  productive  farming  a  total  of  $1,873  and  other  assets  valued  at  $167. 
His  liabilities  are  shown  as  $300.  George  has  cooperated  with  local  chapter  mem- 
bers in  the  purchase  of  feed  and  supplies  and  served  as  Reporter,  Vice-President, 
and  Chairman  of  various  committees.  He  ranked  22nd  in  a  class  of  187  students ; 
entered  College  of  Agriculture  this  fall  and  will  return  to  the  farm  upon 
graduation. 

ELMER  L.  JOHNSON,  Winchester,  New  Hampshire— Eighteen  years  of 
age ;  graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1938 ;  completed  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree  in 
May,  1937.  Elmer  owns  four  acres  of  land,  and  has  a  partnership  interest  in  125 
acres.  His  farming  program  includes  two  grade  cows,  one  purebred  cow,  one 
purebred  bull,  three  purebred  heifers,  two  calves,  one  gilt,  one-half  acre  of 
potatoes,  200  chickens,  one-half  acre  of  corn,  500  seedlings  for  a  forest  improve- 
ment project,  and  one  swarm  of  bees.  From  his  farming  program  a  total  of  $701 
has  been  realized  and  $149  earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  He  has  $4,235 
invested  in  farming,  $40  in  miscellaneous  assets  and  $3,175  listed  in  liabilities. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  States  Cooperative  Farmers'  Exchange ;  served 
as  Reporter,  Secretary,  and  Chairman  of  the  Program  of  Work  Committee  of 
his  local  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  and  was  Secretary  of  the  State  Association.  Elmer 
tied  for  first  place  in  scholarship  in  a  class  of  32  students.  He  plans  to  remain 
on  the  farm  expanding  his  present  program. 

JOSEPH  S.  AYRES,  Salem,  New  Jersey — Twenty  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1936,  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  October,  1935. 
Joe  holds  one-fifth  partnership  in  170  acres  of  land.  His  program  includes  six 
dairy  cows,  one  heifer,  and  an  egg  route  retailing  thirty  dozen  eggs  per  week. 
He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $2,105;  from  other  agricultural  work,  $588; 
has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $855 ;  other  assets  valued  at  $965.  He  has  co- 
operated in  the  State  Crop  Improvement  Association  and  has  sold  grain  through 
the  Salem  Branch  Farmers  Exchange.  Joe  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  F.  F.  A. 
chapter  and  ranked  39th  in  a  class  of  129  in  scholarship.  He  plans  to  remain  on 
the  farm,  later  buying  a  farm  of  his  own. 

FLOYD  ALLAN,  York,  North  Dakota — Nineteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high   school  in  June,   1937;   had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
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active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937. 
Floyd  rents  170  acres  of  farm  land  and  carries  a  program  which  includes  50  acres 
of  corn,  25  pigs,  40  acres  of  barley,  40  acres  of  oats,  17  acres!  of  Sudan  grass  and 
an  improvement  project  in  home  beautification.  He  has  earned  from  farming 
a  total  of  $2,174  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $310.  His  investments  in  farm- 
ing total  $1,130;  other  assets  were  listed  at  $276.  Joe  served  on  various  im- 
portant committees  and  has  been  Vice-President  and  President  of  his  chapter.  In 
scholarship  he  ranked  tenth  in  a  class  of  41.  Plans  to  establish  himself  permanently 
in  farming  by  expanding  his  present  farming  program. 

JAMES  J.  McALISTER,  Enterprise,  Oregon— Eighteen  years  of  age  ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1937  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
completed.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937.  James  rents 
320  acres  of  land  used  for  pasture  and  crops.  His  farming  program  includes  30 
grade  ewes,  one  registered  buck,  120  acres  of  bunch  grass,  eight  acres  of  irrigated 
blue  grass,  47  acres  of  alfalfa,  eight  Angus  cows,  two  Durham  cows,  one  registered 
bull,  60  acres  irrigated  wheat,  and  40  acres  of  barley.  He  has  made  a  total  labor 
income  of  $3,369  over  a  period  of  five  years  and  has  other  assets  listed  at  $722. 
His  investment  in  farming  totals  $512  with  liabilities  listed  at  $270.  James 
participated  in  the  affairs  of  the  Enterprise  Seed  Pool,  the  Alder  Slope  Grange, 
the  Wallowa  Livestock  Marketing  Association  and  the  Garden  Seed  Co-operative. 
He  has  been  President  of  the  Oregon  Association  of  F.  F.  A.  He  ranks  in  the 
upper  third  of  his  class  in  scholarship  and  entered  Oregon  State  College  this 
fall. 

KIRBY  BARRICK,  Johnstown,  Ohio— Eighteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
in  May,  1937,  having  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture.  Kirby  has 
been  an  active  member  since  September,  1933.  His  records  show  ownership  of 
13  Southdown  sheep,  six  Poland  China  hogs,  one  Guernsey  heifer,  one  Guernsey 
bull,  ten  feeder  lambs  and  one-half  interest  in  63  shoats.  Kirby  is  renting  60 
acres  for  raising  corn  and  wheat.  His  total*  labor  income  amounts  to  $3,055  with 
a  total  of  $1,029  invested  in  farming.  He  has  shown  outstanding  ability  in  co- 
operation having  bought  and  sold  through  several  local  cooperatives.  During 
his  high  school  career,  Kirby  was  a  leader  and  since  graduation,  he  is  rapidly 
becoming  an  outstanding  leader  in  the  Grange  County  Fair  and  Farmers  Institute. 
As  a  livestock  exhibitor  he  has  shown  77  firsts,  20  champions  and  many  other 
prize  winners.  He  ranked  in  the  upper  40%  of  his  class  of  48  in  scholarship. 
Kirby  plans  to  work  in  partnership  with  his  father  and  develop  an  ideal  farm. 

LEWIS  C.  COOPER,  Van  Wert,  Ohio— Nineteen  years  of  age;  has  com- 
pleted four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  five  years  of  F.  F.  A.  membership. 
He  graduated  from  high  school  in  1937  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  the 
same  year.  He  owns  one  purebred  cow,  one  grade  cow  and  one-third  interest  in 
11  shoats.  He  rents  67  acres  of  land  for  seed  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  soy  beans. 
His  supervised  farming  program  consisting  of  corn,  sugar  beets,  wheat,  soy  beans, 
oats,  potatoes,  swine,  and  dairy  yielded  a  labor  income  of  $3,687 ;  other  agricultural 
work  brought  him  $175.  He  has  $2,729  invested  in  farming  and  $953  in  mis- 
cellaneous assets.  Lewis  took  the  initiative  in  getting  a  youth  class  for  exhibiting 
corn  in  the  Van  Wert  County  Fair.  He  was  Secretary  of  his  chapter,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  his  county  F.  F.  A.  Federation,  and  Vice-President  and  President 
of  his  class  in  high  school.     In  scholarship  he  ranked  sixth  in  a  class  of  17. 

VIRGIL  G.  HARRISON,  Groveport,  Ohio— Nineteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  1938  having  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  has  been  an  F.  F.  A.  member  since  1933.  He  received  his  State  Farmer 
Degree  in  May,  1936.  Virgil  owns  31  purebred  ewes,  25  spring  lambs,  and  eight 
purebred  lambs ;  holds  one-third  partnership  interest  in  440i  acres  of  farm  land, 
four  horses,  106  hogs,  three  dairy  cows,  157  ewes,  100  hens,  and  400  broilers  and 
rents  one  and  one-half  acres  of  land  for  potatoes.  His  supervised  farming  pro- 
gram included  enterprises  of  potatoes,  purebred  sheep,  swine,  corn,  and  poultry 
which  yielded  him  a  total  labor  income  of  $1,148.  He  has  $12,290  invested  in 
farming  and  $486  in  a  savings  account.     Liabilities  were  listed  at  $9,000.     Virgil 
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has  an  outstanding  record  of  cooperative  activities.  He  marketed  wool,  sheep 
and  hogs  and  purchased  seed,  fertilizer,  and  spray  materials  through  cooperative 
channels.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  Student-Council ;  Vice-President  and  President 
of  his  chapter;  President  of  the  State  Association,  and  is  active  in  church 
activities.  He  participated  in  the  finals  of  the  1937  National  F.  F.  A.  Public 
Speaking  Contest  and  tied  for  fifth  place  in  a  class  of  24  in  scholarship. 

EVERETT  LINKER,  Wapakoneta,  Ohio— Nineteen  years  old;  completed 
four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  has  been  an  active  F.  F.  A.  member 
since  1933.  He  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  1936  and  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1937.  At  the  time  of  making  application  for  the  American  Farmer 
Degree.  Everett  owned  two  registered  cows,  one  registered  heifer,  one  grade 
heifer,  and  900  broilers.  He  rented  13  acres  of  land  for  corn  and  potatoes.  From 
his  supervised  farming  program  consisting  of  dairy,  potatoes,  sheep,  broilers,  and 
corn,  a  total  labor  income  of  $2,233  was  derived.  He  now  has  $1,460  invested  in 
farming  and  $150  in  a  savings  account.  Everett  purchases  his  feed  and  fertilizer 
through  the  local  cooperative  and  markets  his  sheep  through  the  local  Producers 
Commission  Association.  He  was  Reporter  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter 
and  ranked  fourth  in  a  class  of  26  in  scholarship. 

ROBERT  E.  MALLOW,  Kenton,  Ohio — Seventeen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938;  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  rents  four  acres  of  land  and  carries  a  program 
which  includes  three  sows  and  litters,  25  pigs,  11  acres  of  corn  for  hybrid  seed, 
four  acres  of  wheat,  two  mares,  one  cow,  and  one  calf.  He  has  earned  from 
farming  a  total  of  $906  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $33.  He  has  invested 
in  farming  a  total  of  $795  and  has  other  assets  valued  at  $329.  He  has  been 
Manager  of  the  F.  F.  A.  exhibit  at  the  Ohio  State  Fair,  and  has  served  as 
Reporter  for  his  chapter;  also  served  as  Vice-President  of  the  Ohio  Association. 
In  scholarship  he  ranked  fourth  in  a  class  of  129  students.  His  plans  for  the  im- 
mediate future  are  to  attend  college. 

CHARLES  E.  MEHAFFEY,  Prospect  Ohio— Eighteen  years  of  age;  com- 
pleted four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  five  years  of  F.  F.  A.  member- 
ship, having  graduated  from  high  school  in  May,  1937  and  received  his  State 
Farmer  Degree  in  June,  1937.  At  the  time  of  making  application  for  the  American 
Farmer  Degree,  Charles  owned  53  acres  of  land,  one-half  interest  in  15  steers ; 
and  crop  rented  64  acres  for  wheat  and  corn.  From  his  supervised  farming  pro- 
gram consisting  of  swine,  cattle,  potatoes,  corn,  wheat,  hay,  oats,  and  poultry,  a 
total  labor  income  of  $3,172  has  been  realized  with  $25  coming  from  other 
agricultural  work.  He  has  $5,771  invested  in  farming  and  $345  in  savings.  Charles 
is  President  of  the  Prospect  Township  Youth  Cooperative  Group  and  two  years 
ago  headed  the  seed  corn  testing  ring  that  tested  72.000  ears  of  corn.  He  is 
Secretary  of  the  Marion  County  Junior  Fair  and  is  Business  Manager  of  the 
Marion  County  F.  F.  A.  Band.  He  was  President  of  his  senior  class,  Secretary 
and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and  Vice-President  and  President  of  the 
Epworth  League.    In  scholarship  he  ranked  sixth  in  a  class  of  24. 

J.  O.  DICKEY,  Jr.,  Weatherford,  Oklahoma — Twenty  years  old;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1935  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree  in  March, 
1935.  He  holds  a  partnership  interest  in  320  acres  of  land,  having  paid  for  his 
half  share  with  $11,000  which  he  borrowed  and  $4,000  which  was  given  to  him  by  his 
father.  This  land  is  utilized  for  wheat  production  and  grazing.  He  owns  43  head 
of  registered  Herefords.  J.  O.'s  total  labor  income  amounted  to  $1,603.  He  has 
proven  his  ability  to  cooperate  by  being  active  in  the  Weatherford  Testing  Asso- 
ciation, the  Weatherford  Community  Sale,  and  the  poultry  and  dairy  feed  mixing 
ring  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  was  President  of  his  Junior  and  Senior  classes 
and  served  as  a  Senior  Patrol  Leader  in  the  Boy  Scouts.  He  stood  tenth  in  a 
class  of  56  in  scholarship.  Plans  to  continue  his  college  course,  teach  vocational 
agriculture,  invest  further  in  a  farm  and  livestock,  and  maintain  the  partnership 
with  his  father  and  brother. 
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FRANCIS  HARPER,  Mooreland,  Oklahoma— Nineteen  years  old;  finished 
high  school  in  May,  1937  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  March,  1936. 
He  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  member- 
ship. He  rents  76  acres  of  land  which  is  devoted  to  wheat,  rye,  and  other  small 
grains.  He  owns  22  registered  ewes,  eight  registered  ram  lambs,  14  grade  ewes, 
eight  registered  ewe  lambs,  eight  grade  ewe  lambs,  one  steer,  one  heifer,  and  one 
cow.  He  obtained  these  by  purchasing  foundation  stock  and  raising  the  rest. 
His  records  show  a  total  labor  income  of  $1,324,  with  other  agricultural  earnings 
listed  at  $244.  Francis'  investments  in  farming  total  $998  and  he  has  on  deposit 
$135.  He  has  cooperated  in  many  undertakings  and  has  made  an  outstanding 
record  in  showmanship  at  fairs.  He  was  Secretary  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter  and 
has  a  straight  "A"  average  in  school.  Plans  to  attend  the  Oklahoma  A.  &  M.t 
later  returning  to  the  farm  and  establishing  a  home  of  his  own. 

WALTER  MASON,  Jr.,  Cordell,  Oklahoma — Seventeen  years  of  age  ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  May,  1937.  He 
completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership. 
Walter  rents  128  acres  of  land  on  which  he  is  producing  25  acres  of  oats,  ten 
acres  of  barley  and  eight  acres  of  alfalfa.  He  owns  13  registered  cattle,  four 
horses,  six  registered  ewes,  two  registered  hogs,  two  dairy  cows,  and  two  baby 
beeves.  His  investments  total  $3,602  and  he  has  $136  in  a  checking  account.  This 
young  man  was  influential  in  organizing  the  Washita  County  Livestock  Breeders' 
Association;  aided  in  holding  the  Washita  County  Fat  Stock  Show;  and  co- 
operated in  running  terraces  and  contour  lines  for  neighbors.  He  has  been 
Treasurer  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  Vice-President  of  the  Washita 
County  Breeders'  Association  and  has  exhibited  his  stock  at  both  the  County  and 
State  fairs.  He  was  13th  in  a  class  of  38  in  scholarship.  He  plans  to  establish 
himself  permanentlv  in  farming  after  completing  a  four-year  course  at  the 
A.  &  M.  College. 

CECIL  SCHOELEN,  Kingfisher,  Oklahoma— Nineteen  years  old;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1936;  had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  became  a  State  Farmer  in  March,  1935.  Cecil  holds 
a  partnership  interest  in  320  acres  which  is  used  in  the  production  of  grain  and 
raising  livestock.  His  program  includes  five  head  of  purebred  Herefords,  176 
chickens  for  meat,  125  laying  hens,  22  acres  of  oats,  28  acres  of  wheat,  four  acres 
of  sorghum,  and  one-quarter  acre  of  potatoes  for  home  use.  His  records  show  a 
labor  income  of  $1,775;  $1,240  of  which  he  has  invested  in  farming.  His  other 
assets  amount  to  $1,665.  Cecil  belongs  to  the  Cooperative  Marketing  Association 
and  Cooperative  Creamery,  and  has  cooperated  with  the  Rural  Electrification 
Administration  in  his  local  community.  He  has  been  Reporter,  Secretary,  and 
President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  and  was  instrumental  in  organizing  an  F.  F.  A. 
Thrift  Bank.  He  ranked  in  the  upper  ten  per  cent  of  his  entire  class  in  scholar- 
ship and  plans  to  remain  on  the  farm  to  expand  his  program. 


MARK  P.  SCOTT,  Troy,  Pennsylvania — Eighteen  years  of  age ;  has  com- 
pleted four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  five  years  of  active  F.  F.  A.  mem- 
bership. He  graduated  from  high  sohool  in  June,  1937,  and  received  his  State 
Farmer  Degree  in  January,  1937.  At  the  time  of  making  application  for  the 
American  Farmer  Degree,  Mark  owned  three  purebred  cows,  five  purebred 
heifers,  two  purebred  bulls,  and  one  shoat.  He  also  held  one-half  interest  in  two 
purebred  heifers,  one  purebred  cow,  and  two  horses,  besides  renting  360  acres 
with  his  father  and  brother.  Farming  enterprises  including  dairy,  potatoes,  oats, 
silage,  barley,  buckwheat,  and  hay  made  him  a  labor  income  of  $2,207  of  which 
$1,610  is  invested  in  farming.  He  has  been  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter, 
Secretary  and  Vice-President  of  his  high  school  classes,  and  President  of  his 
Sunday  School.     In  scholarship,  Mark  ranked  in  the  upper  third  of  his  class  of  75. 

BILLY  DICK  BROWN,  Gallatin,  Tennessee— Eighteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1938  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in 
April,  1937.  He  completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  has  been  an 
active   F.  F.  A.  member  since   1934.     At   the   time   he   applied   for  the   American 
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Farmer  Degree,  Billy  owned  25  registered  sheep,  six  registered  hogs,  one 
registered  bull  and  one  registered  cow.  From  his  farming  program  of  tobacco, 
lespedeza,  corn,  melons,  potatoes,  sheep,  beef  cattle,  and  swine  a  total  labor  in- 
come of  $1,035  was  derived;  $464  was  earned  from  other  agricultural  work.  He 
now  has  $670  invested  in  farming  and  $678  in  other  assets.  Billy  has  purchased 
swine  through  cooperative  channels  and  has  assisted  with  many  stock  shows.  He 
has  been  Treasurer  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  Vice-President  and 
President  of  his  district  F.  F.  A.  federation;  State  Vice-President;  and  Vice- 
President  and  President  of  his  school  class.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  15th  in  a 
class  of  96.  Following  completion  of  a  two-year  college  course,  Billy  plans 
to  manage  an  uncle's  farm  of  380  acres. 

RICHARD  H.  REESE,  Gallatin,  Tennessee— Nineteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1938.  He  completed  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership  and  has  continued  his  out-of-school 
active  membership.  He  rents  five  acres  of  farm  land  which  is  planted  to  tobacco. 
He  owns  four  horses,  18  head  of  beef  cattle,  27  head  of  sheep,  nine  head  of  swine, 
and  raises  eight  acres  of  corn  for  feed.  His  investments  in  farming  amount  to 
$3,390  with  other  assets  listed  at  $880.  He  has  cooperated  in  making  and  painting 
road  and  street  markers,  served  as  manager  of  three  horse  shows,  made  talks  and 
showed  pictures  in  48  rural  schools  in  the  interests  of  home  beautification.  He 
has  served  as  Secretary,  Vice-President  and  Alumni-Secretary  of  the  F.  F.  A. 
chapter.  His  rank  in  scholarship  is  18th  in  a  class  of  96.  Richard's  plans  are  to 
buy  a  farm  of  his  own  and  become  permanently  established. 

EMERSON  TICKLE,  Dyersburg,  Tennessee — Nineteen  years  old ;  will  grad- 
uate from  high  school  in  January,  1939.  He  has  completed  four  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  membership  in  the  F.  F.  A. ;  State  Farmer  Degree  was 
granted  in  April,  1937.  Emerson  rents  45  acres  of  land  on  which  he  produces 
three  acres  of  cotton,  12  acres  of  corn,  and  20  acres  of  pasture.  His  records  show 
ownership  of  24  purebred  registered  hogs  and  five  purebred  registered  Herefords. 
He  has  earned  a  total  labor  income  of  $2,627,  over  half  of  which  he  has  invested 
in  farming.  Emerson  is  a  charter  and  active  member  of  an  F.  F.  A.  pure  seed 
association,  and  F.  F.  A.  cotton  marketing  association  ;  member  of  Dyer  County 
Farm  Bureau ;  and  member  of  the  chapter's  cooperative  poultry  project.  He  has 
served  as  Secretary  of  his  chapter  and  ranks  in  the  upper  forty  per  cent  of  his 
class  scholastically.  Plans  to  specialize  in  livestock  production  at  the  University 
of  Tennessee. 

HERBERT  BAHNER,  Weimar,  Texas— Eighteen  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1937  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  July, 
1937  and  has  since  retained  his  active  membership  in  the  organization.  Herbert 
has  five  acres  of  land  rented  and  is  carrying  on  a  farming  program  which  in- 
cludes 218  hens,  3,500  chicks,  five  acres  of  corn,  eight  head  of  swine,  one  registered 
sow,  one  purebred  gilt,  three  litters,  and  one-half  acre  of  Sudan  grass.  His  total 
labor  income  amounts  to  $842  with  income  from  other  agricultural  work  listed 
at  $100.  He  has  productively  invested  in  farming,  $740;  other  assets  valued  at 
$246.  He  has  a  satisfactory  record  of  cooperative  buying  and  selling  in  his 
chapter.  He  has  served  in  the  chapter  as  Parliamentarian,  Treasurer,  and  Secre- 
tary; was  also  Historian  for  the  State  Association.  Herbert  ranks  in  the  upper 
20%  in  scholarship  in  his  entire  class.  Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm  to  continue 
his  livestock  enterprises. 

POLITO  BAZAN,  Jr.,  Millet,  Texas— Eighteen  years  of  age;  expects  to 
graduate  from  high  school  in  May,  1939;  has  already  completed  three  years  of 
vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  Degree  of 
State  Farmer  in  July,  1937.  Polito  rents  50  acres  of  farm  land  and  200  acres  of 
pasture  land.  His  farming  program  includes  20  acres  of  corn,  and  ten  acres  of 
hegari,  five  cows,  five  calves,  four  head  of  swine,  and  three  mares.  His 
total  labor  income  for  the  three  years  amounts  to  $724.  He  has  invested  in  farm- 
ing a  total  of  $705.     Polito  has  cooperated  with  his  local  chapter  in  improving  the 
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scholarship  rating  of  the  chapter.  He  assisted  with  an  AAA  program  hy  interpret- 
ing English  into  Spanish  for  the  Spanish  speaking  farmers  in  his  vicinity.  He  lias 
served  as  Treasurer  and  Reporter  of  his  chapter.  Ranks  in  the  upper  25%  of 
his  class  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  enter  college  in  the  fall  of  1939,  later 
returning  to  the  farm. 

ROLAND  BING,  Oakwood,  Texas — Seventeen  years  of  age,  graduated  from 
high  school  in  May,  1938  completing  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree  in  July,  1937  and 
has  been  a  member  since  September,  1935.  Roland  owns  eight  acres  of  land  which 
he  plants  in  peas,  hegari,  and  Irish  potatoes.  He  rents  25  acres  used  for  peas  and 
peanuts.  Included  in  the  candidate's  livestock  are  the  following:  one  registered 
boar,  two  registered  gilts,  one  registered  sow,  55  grade  hogs,  60  cows  and  three  barrows. 
Roland's  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $2,465  with  investments  in  farming  total- 
ing $2,267.  He  has  cooperated  with  chapter  members  in  buying  purebred  livestock, 
certified  seed,  etc.  Roland  was  President  of  his  freshman  class,  Reporter  of  his 
sophomore  class,  Treasurer  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  President  of  his  senior 
class,  and  Reporter  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter.  He  has  exhibited 
widely  at  fairs  in  the  State.  His  four  year  average  in  high  school  was  straight 
"A".  Plans  to  enter  an  agricultural  college,  carry  on  his  farming  program  by 
proxy,  later  acquiring  a  farm  of  his  own. 

WALTER  CARDWELL,  Jr.,  Luling,  Texas— Seventeen  years  of  age;  has 
two  more  years  of  high  school,  but  has  already  completed  three  years  of  voca- 
tional agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of 
State  Farmer  in  July,  1937.  Walter  rents  100  acres  of  land  of  which  five  acres 
is  in  cultivation  and  95  acres  is  used  for  pasturing  livestock.  He  lists  investments 
in  farming  amounting  to  $590  including  one  saddle  horse,  one  brood  mare,  one 
mule,  foal,  one  yearling  filly,  one  two-year  old  filly,  one  registered  cow  and 
bull,  ten  grade  ewes,  two  grade  cows  and  two  grade  calves.  His  crops  include 
five  acres  of  corn  for  feed.  Walter  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his  F.  F.  A. 
chapter  in  buying  and  selling  livestock  and  feed.  He  also  participated  in  feeding 
cooperatively  15  calves.  Served  as  Secretary  and  President  of  his  Junior  class  in 
high  school.  His  rank  scholastically  in  school  was  in  the  upper  40r/r  of  his 
class.     He  plans  to  enter  an  agricultural  college,  later  returning  to  the  farm. 

STEVE  HAJOVSKY,  Weimar,  Texas— Twenty  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1937  with  completion  of  three  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  The  Degree  of  State  Farmer  was 
granted  him  in  July,  1937.  Steve  rents  25  cares  of  farm  land.  His  program  in- 
cludes ten  acres  of  Sudan  grass,  15  acres  of  corn,  15  purebred  cows,  one  bull, 
two  purebred  sows  with  litters,  one  mare  and  two  colts.  He  has  earned  from 
farming  a  total  of  SI, 176  and  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,230.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Community  Beef  Club ;  has  cooperated  in  the  Rural  Electrification 
program ;  has  assisted  his  County  Agent  in  AAA  work  in  Fayette  County ;  and 
has  cooperatively  purchased  feeds  and  livestock.  Steve  has  served  as  a  local 
F.  F.  A.  Parliamentarian  and  President.  He  was  a  member  of  track  and  foot- 
ball teams,  and  ranked  in  the  upper '209r  of  his  class  in  scholarship.  Plans  to 
rent  a  986  acre  farm  near  the  Colorado  River  and  expand  his  farming  program 
until  he  is  able  to  purchase  a  farm  of  his  own. 

JOHN  HARRELL,  New  Deal,  Texas — Sixteen  years  old;  senior  in  high 
school,  has  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  has  been  an 
active  F.  F.  A.  member  since  July,  1935.  He  became  a  State  Farmer  in  July,  1937. 
John's  records  show  ownership  of  three  milk  cows,  one  horse,  one  grade  sow  with 
litter,  two  grade  gilts,  one  steer  and  one  registered  gilt.  He  rents  30  acres  of 
land  which  is  planted  to  cotton  and  forage  crops.  His  total  labor  income  amounts 
to  $617  and  his  investments  total  $622.  He  has  shown  outstanding  ability  in  co- 
operation and  leadership  by  his  participation  in  F.  F.  A.  activities,  church  and 
school  organizations.  John  received  numerous  cash  awards  from  his  exhibits 
at  the  County  Fair,  having  won  Grand  Champion  with  his  fat  barrow  in  1936. 
In  scholarship  he  ranked  first  in  a  class  of  30  students.     Plans  to  attend  Texas 
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Technical  College  after  completing  high  school,  and  then  return  to  a  farm  of 
320  acres  in  the  shallow  water  region  which  he  hopes  to  buy. 

MACON  JAMES,  Lubbock,  Texas — Nineteen  years  of  age ;  completed  high 
school  in  June,  1937,  having  had  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  State  Farmer  Degree  in  July,  1937.  Macon 
rents  140  acres  of  land  which  is  devoted  to  raising  cotton  and  grain  sorghums ; 
40  acres  leased  to  the  Government.  His  total  labor  income  amounts  to  $806,  most 
of  which  was  derived  from  cotton.  He  has  $909  invested  in  farming.  He  has 
cooperated  with  his  chapter  in  carrying  36  experimental  plots  on  school  ground, 
assisted  in  beautification  projects,  and  participated  in  a  conservation  program. 
Served  as  chapter  President;  was  captain  of  the  baseball  team  for  two  years; 
captain  of  the  football  team;  manager  of  the  Softball  team;  President  of  his 
senior  class ;  President  of  Epworth  League,  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School. 
Scholastically  Macon  ranked  fourth  in  a  class  of  24.  He  plans  to  remain  on  the 
farm  and  enter  into  a  partnership  with  his  brother  next  year  on  a  320  acre  farm. 
He  hopes  eventually  to  have  a  farm  of  his  own. 

BEVERLY  KING,  Graham,  Texas — Seventeen  years  of  age ;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  May,  1938,  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership,  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  July,  1937. 
Beverly  actually  owns  42  acres  of  tillable  land  and  rents  an  additional  tract  of 
70  acres.  He  raises  38  acres  of  wheat,  32  acres  of  oats,  has  one  purebred  cow,  and 
18  lambs  for  mutton  production.  He  made  a  total  labor  income  of  $826  from  his 
farming  program  and  has  earned  $213  from  other  agricultural  work.  He  has 
invested  in  farming  and  otherwise  productively  invested  a  total  of  $1,374.  This 
young  man  cooperated  with  the  State  Game  Department  in  restocking  his  home 
farm  with  deer  and  helped  in  a  county-wide  soil  conservation  program  by  assist- 
ing in  running  terrace  lines  on  175  acres.  He  served  one  year  as  President 
of  the  Graham  Chapter  and  one  year  as  State  F.  F.  A.  Reporter.  Beverly  ranked 
eighth  in  a  class  of  92  students  for  four  years  of  high  school.  He  expects  to  con- 
tinue his  schooling  and  at  the  same  time  develop  his  farming  program,  later 
returning  to  the  farm  permanently. 

TOMMIE  STUART,  Roby,  Texas — Eighteen  years  old;  graduated  from  high 
school  in  May,  1938,  having  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Tommie  became  a  State  Farmer  in  July,  1937.  The 
candidate  rents  55  acres  of  land  which  is  used  for  cotton  and  maize  projects.  His 
farming  program  shows  planning  and  growth,  especially  with  his  cotton  and  beef 
cattle  enterprises.  During  four  years,  his  labor  income  has  amounted  to  $1,150 
with  earnings  from  other  agricultural  work  listed  at  $256.  Investments  total 
$1,402  with  no  liabilities.  Leadership  activities  include  the  following :  Vice- 
President  and  Secretary  of  his  F.  F.  A.chapter;  Secretary  of  the  District  Federa- 
tion of  F.  F.  A. ;  President  of  his  Junior  and  Senior  classes ;  captain  of  football 
and  basketball  teams ;  and  business  manager  of  the  Annual  Staff.  Tommie 
participated  widely  in  agricultural  fairs.  He  ranked  second  in  his  class  of 
fifty-two  members  in  scholarship.  Plans  to  return  to  the  farm  after  completing 
four  years  of  college. 

LEROY  SUGAREK,  Beeville,  Texas — Eighteen  years  of  age ;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  May,  1938;  had  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture;  received  the 
Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  July,  1936;  and  has  retained  his  active  membership 
in  the  organization  since.  Leroj'  rents  55  acres  of  farm  land  and  is  carrying  on  a 
farming  program  which  includes  30  acres  of  corn,  25  acres  of  broom  corn,  20  head 
of  beef,  one  mare,  two  colts,  and  eight  dairy  cows.  His  total  labor  income  is 
$1,104.  His  investments  in  farming  total  $675.  Ability  to  cooperate  is  evidenced 
by  his  successful  participation  in  a  feeder  calf  project  for  his  chapter.  He  served 
as  F.  F.  A.  chapter  Reporter,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  member  of  the  State 
F.  F.  A.  Band.  Scholastically  he  ranked  21st  in  a  class  of  84  students.  He  plans 
to  remain  on  the  farm,  eventually  purchasing  land  of  his  own  and  becoming 
established. 
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DEVERAL  TERRELL,  Rotan,  Texas — Seventeen  years  of  age ;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  May,  1938  with  three  years  completion  of  active  F.  F.  A. 
membership  and  vocational  agriculture.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer 
in  July,  1937.  Deveral  actually  owns  50  acres  of  land  which  is  used  for  producing 
cotton  and  feed  for  livestock.  His  program  includes  20  acres  of  milo,  12  acres  of 
cotton,  and  four  head  of  swine.  His  total  labor  income  from  farming  and  other 
agricultural  work  totals  $768  of  which  amount  $550  is  invested  in  farming.  The 
candidate  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his  local  chapter  in  buying  feed  and 
livestock.  He  has  served  as  Treasurer,  Vice-President  and  President  of  his 
F.  F.  A.  chapter.  His  rank,  scholastically,  in  high  school  was  fifth  in  a  class 
of  44  students.    Plans  to  enter  college  this  year,  but  expects  to  return  to  the  farm. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Pearsall,  Texas— Eighteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1938,  with  completion  of  three  years  of  vocational 
agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Received  the  State  Farmer  Degree 
in  July,  1937.  Charles  rents  62  acres  of  land  aside  from  120  acres  rented  for 
pasture.  He  has  20  acres  of  corn,  12  acres  of  hegari,  and  30  acres  of  Sudan  grass. 
These  enterprises  provide  feed  for  three  head  of  fattening  calves,  seven  head  of 
steer  calves,  one  heifer,  six  baby  beeves,  one  mare  and  ten  head  of  cattle  for 
baby  beef  production.  He  also  has  30  acres  of  oats.  His  investments  total  $882 
with  assets  listed  at  $473.  Charles  has  rendered  considerable  service  in  his  local 
community  and  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  having  participated  in  cooperative  buying  and 
selling  of  hay  and  calves.  He  also  assisted  his  County  agent  in  measuring  farm 
land  under  the  AAA.  He  has  served  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  his  freshman 
class ;  President  of  his  sophomore  class ;  President  of  the  Senior  class ;  and  President  of 
local  and  district  F.  F.  A.  He  participated  widely  in  exhibiting  at  county  and 
district  fairs.  He  ranked  second  in  a  class  of  29  and  plans  to  enter  A.  &  M. 
College  of  Texas,  later  returning  to  the  farm  permanently. 

J.  CLYVE  BLAIN,  Chester,  Utah— Nineteen  years  of  age;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  May,  1936 ;  completed  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture ;  Degree 
of  State  Farmer  was  granted  him  in  August,  1936.  He  holds  a  partnership  interest 
in  20  acres  of  land.  His  farming  program  includes  2,000  turkeys.  Besides  his 
turkey  raising,  Cylve  carries  on  an  improvement  project  which  includes  the  entire 
home  flock.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $1,519  and  from  other 
agricultural  work,  %777.  His  investments  in  farming  total  $1,390.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Utah  Poultry  Producers'  Cooperative  Association  and  has  purchased  his 
poults  cooperatively.  Clyve  served  as  F.  F.  A.  chapter  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
and  Treasurer  of  the  State  Association.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  fourth  in  a 
class  of  60  students.     Plans  to  attend  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  College. 

HOWARD  C.  TATRO,  Ferrisburg,  Vermont— Eighteen  years  of  age ;  expects 
to  graduate  from  high  school  in  June,  1939.  He  has  already  completed  three 
years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received 
the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937.  Howard  owns  two  and  one-half  acres 
of  land  and  rents  four  acres.  His  program  includes  1,000  chicks,  250  laying  hens, 
three  acres  of  field  corn,  two  acres  of  wheat,  one  acre  of  cabbage,  and  two  sows 
with  litters.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $809  and  from  other 
agricultural  work,  $160.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $615.  Howard 
cooperated  with  members  of  his  chapter  in  staging  an  F.  F.  A.  Fair.  He  is  tester 
in  the  local  Junior  D.  H.  I.  A.  which  carries  85  cows  on  monthy  test.  He  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Vergennes  Chapter.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  in  the 
upper  40%  of  his  class  in  scholarship.     Plans  to  attend  an  agricultural  college. 

HUNTER  R.  GREENLAW,  Falmouth,  Virginia— Winner  of  the  1938  Star 
American  Farmer  Award.    See  page  00. 

CHARLES  T.  HAYNIE,  Front  Royal,  Virginia — Twenty  years  of  age;  fin- 
ished high  school  in  1936,  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree  in  June,  1936; 
had  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  Charles 
rents  320  acres  of  land  which  he  uses  for  grazing  and  crops.  He  assumes  full 
managerial  responsibility  and  grows  50  acres  of  corn,  five  acres  of  alfalfa,  five 
acres  of  soy  beans,  30  acres  of  hay,  30  acres   of  wheat ;   200  acres   in  pasture. 
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Charles  also  owns  33  purebred  shoats,  five  purebred  sows,  and  one  purebred  boar. 
This  livestock  is  owned  in  half-partnership  with  his  father.  His  records  list  a 
total  investment  of  $1,298  in  farming  with  other  assets  valued  at  $1,016.  He  has 
cooperated  with  members  of  his  chapter  in  buying  seed  potatoes  and  fertilizer, 
assisted  on  various  field  trips,  and  helped  in  advertising,  collecting  money,  and 
sponsoring  the  county  fair.  His  ability  as  a  leader  is  shown  in  the  various 
offices  held  in  his  community  and  having  served  as  President  of  the  F.  F.  A. 
chapter.    He  was  valedictorian  of  his  class  of  37.      Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm. 

W.  ELLNOR  HORTON,  Whaleyville,  Virginia— Twenty  years  of  age ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1936;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  train- 
ing and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  State  Farmer  Degree  conferred  in  June, 
1936.  Elinor  rents  40  acres  of  crop  land  which  is  devoted  to  cotton,  corn,  pea- 
nuts, soy  beans,  and  pasture.  Record  shows  a  total  labor  income  of  $3,113  with 
earnings  from  other  agricultural  work  listed  at  $282.  He  has  invested  in  farming 
a  total  of  $1,235;  other  assets  valued  at  $606.  He  cooperates  with  chapter  mem- 
bers in  the  purchase  of  feed,  seed  and  other  supplies.  Served  as  President  of 
the  local  F.  F.  A. ;  is  active  in  Sunday  School  and  church  work,  and  was  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  His  rank  in  scholarship  was  sixth  in  a  class  of  15. 
Elinor  plans  to  rent  the  farm  he  now  has  until  he  is  able  td  purchase  one  of  his 
own. 

ROY  JAMES,  Herndon,  Virginia — Twenty  years  of  age ;  graduated  from  high 
school  in  June,  1934  and  has  since  enrolled  in  a  part-time  class.  He  completed 
four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  in  high  school  and  was  a  member  of  the 
F.  F.  A.  continuously  during  that  period.  He  has  retained  his  active  membership 
to  date ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  June,  1934.  Roy  holds  a  third 
interest  in  495  acres  of  farm  land.  His  farming  program  includes  20  cows,  15 
heifers,  ten  calves,  four  mares,  one  colt,  three  hogs,  42  acres  of  corn,  13  acres  of 
barley,  32  acres  of  hay  and,  26  acres  of  wheat.  His  total  labor  income  during 
seven  years  amounts  to  $4,560.  Roy's  share  of  the  partnership  totals  $13,693 
with  liabilities  listed  at  $4,000.  He  has  served  as  local  F.  F.  A.  Reporter  and 
President ;  is  active  in  both  church  and  school  organizations  and  ranked  fourth 
in  scholarship  in  a  class  of  twenty-five.     Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm. 

HERBERT  B.  MANUEL,  Middletown,  Virginia— Nineteen  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  May,  1937;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and 
active  F.  F.  A.  membership ;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  June,  1937. 
Herbert  has  a  partnership  with  his  mother  in  a  140  acre  farm.  His  present  farm- 
ing program  includes  530  baby  chicks,  80  turkeys,  two  sows,  one  boar,  24  acres 
Timothy  hay,  22  acres  of  alfalfa  hay,  15  acres  of  wheat,  18  acres  of  corn,  eight 
acres  barley,  one-quarter  acre  Irish  potatoes,  and  one-half  acre  of  garden.  His 
total  labor  income  for  six  years  amounts  to  $2,180  and  he  has  invested  in  farming 
as  a  result  of  earnings  $769;  other  assets  are  valued  at  $1,599.  Herbert  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  States  Co-operative.  He  served  in  the  F.  F.  A.  chapter  as 
Treasurer  and  President;  and  was  also  Vice-President  of  the  F.  F.  A.  Federation. 
He  ranked  in  the  upper  40%  of  his  class  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  establish 
himself  permanently  in  farming. 

SIDNEY  F.  WORTMAN,  Chase  City,  Virginia— Nineteen  years  of  age;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  May,  1936  with  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture.  He 
received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  June,  1935  and  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  F.  F.  A.  continuously  since  1932.  He  has  26  acres  of  land  rented  for 
this  year  and  his  farming  program  includes  three  acres  of  alfalfa,  two  acres  of 
cotton,  eight  acres  of  corn,  two  dairy  cows,  three  heifers,  one  calf,  one  bull,  466 
laying  hens,  450  pullets,  600  baby  chicks,  and  one  brood  sow.  Sidney  earned 
$4,436  from  farming  and  $189  from  other  agricultural  work.  His  records  show 
investments  in  farming  amounting  to  $1,042  and  $960  otherwise  productively  in- 
vested. He  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his  chapter  in  buying  and  mixing 
feeds  for  poultry;  served  as  chapter  Watch  Dog,  Treasurer,  and  President.  He 
ranked  21st  in  a  class  of  61  in  scholarship.  Plans  to  continue  his  college  work 
at  V.  P.  I.  and  then  develop  a  farm  of  his  own. 
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ED  ARBAK,  Winesap,  Washington — Nineteen  years  of  age  ;  graduated  from 
high  school  in  June,  1937,  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  active 
F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  May,  1937. 
Ed  owns  96  acres  of  farm  land  and  rents  40  acres.  His  farming  program  includes 
eight  acres'  of  seed  potatoes,  15  acres  of  corn,  one  sow,  one  litter  of  pigs,  five 
acres  of  apricots,  and  timber  for  wood.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of 
$2,546  and  has  invested  in  farming,  $968.  He  has  cooperated  with  members  of  his 
chapter  in  keeping  roads  passable  during  the  winter  time,  maintaining  telephone 
lines,  and  exchanging  work  with  neighbors.  He  has  served  as  Vice-President 
and  President  of  his  chapter.  In  scholarship  he  ranked  tenth  in  a  class  of  55 
students.     Plans  to  remain  on  the  farm  and  enlarge  his  program. 

CLAY  McMECHAN,  Ellensburg,  Washington — Twenty  years  of  age  ;  grad- 
uated from  high  school  in  June,  1936,  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
completed.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  April,  1936.  Owns 
44  acres1  of  land  and  carries  the  following  farming  program  :  ten  acres  'of  clover 
seed,  four  and  one-half  acres  of  barley,  five  and  one-half  acres  of  oats,  17  pure- 
bred cows,  three  horses,  ten  acres  of  Timothy  and  four  and  one-half  acres  of  im- 
provement land.  Clay  has  earned  from  farming  over  a  period  of  six  years  a  total 
of  $8,073.  His  records  indicate  that  his  farming  investments  total  $16,834.  He  has 
other  assets  listed  at  $1,010  and  liabilities  listed  at  $10,650.  This  young  man  is  a 
member  of  the  West  Side  Jersey  Bull  Association,  the  Kittitas  Jersey  Cattle 
Club,  the  Grange  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Production  Credit  Association.  He  has 
served  as  Reporter  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter,  Secretary  of  the  Jersey  Cattle 
Club,  and  President  of  the  Bull  Association.  He  ranked  46th  in  a  class  of  131 
students  in  scholarship  and  plans  to  establish  himself  permanently  in  farming. 

MONZELL  HUGHES,  Looneyville,  West  Virginia— Eighteen  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  May,  1938,  with  four  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer 
in  August,  1937.  Monzell  owns  eight  and  one-quarter  acres  of  bottom  land  which 
he  uses  for  alfalfa  and  pasture.  His  program  includes  five  beef  cows,  four  fat 
calves,  four  yearlings,  25  ewes,  two  acres  of  corn,  two  acres  of  wheat,  four  acres 
of  alfalfa,  and  one-fourth  acre  of  potatoes.  He  has  earned  from,  farming  a  total 
of  $2,701  and  from  other  agricultural  work,  $220.  He  has  invested  'in  farming  a 
total  of  $1,600  and  has  other  assets  valued  at  $692.  Monzell  has  served  as 
President  of  the  local  F.  F.  A.  and  ranks  in  the  upper  fourth  of  his  class  of  108 
students  in  scholarship.  His  plans  for  the  immediate  future  are  to  study  agricul- 
ture at  West  Virginia  University. 

GLEN  H.  SULLIVAN,  Lavalette,  West  Virginia— Eighteen  years  old;  has 
completed  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture  and  F.  F.  A.  membership.  He 
graduated  from  high  school  in  May,  1938  and  received  his  State  Farmer  Degree 
in  August,  1937.  When  applying  for  the  American  Farmer  Degree,  Glen  owned 
200  hens,  500  pullets,  two  cows,  and  one  calf.  He  cash-rents  nine  acres  of  land  for 
corn  and  potatoes.  His  supervised  farming  program  of  poultry,  corn  and  potatoes 
yielded  a  labor  income  of  $2,638  of  which  he  now  has  $1,268  invested  in  farming 
and  $130  in  miscellaneous  assets.  He  has  purchased  baby  chicks,  fertilizer,  seed 
and  spray  materials  through  the  F.  F.  A.  cooperative  and  has  marketed  potatoes 
through  the  same  channels.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Charleston  F.  F.  A.  Federa- 
tion and  a  member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  He  ranked  14  in  a  class 
of  75  in  scholarship. 

IVAN  H.  KINDSCHI,  Prairie  du  Sac,  Wisconsin — Seventeen  years  of  age; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1938;  four  years  of  vocational  agriculture 
and  active  F.  F.  A.  membership;  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in 
September,  1937.  Ivan  rents  five  acres  of  land  and  carries  a  program  which  in- 
cludes two  cows,  one  purebred  bull,  one  yearling,  one  heifer,  one  purebred  beef, 
five  sows  with  litters,  five  sheep,  five  acres  of  hybrid  corn,  and  200  strawberry 
plants.  He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $532  and  from  other  agricultural 
work,  $85.  He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $1,088  with  other  assets  valued 
at  $110.     Liabilities  were  listed  at  $248.     Ivan  has  been  local  F.  F.  A.  Treasurer 
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and  President;  he  has  also  been  State  President.  Valedictorian  in  his  class  of  29 
students,  he  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin  this  fall.  After  graduation  he 
plans  to  return  to  the  farm. 

MERTON  TIMMERMAN,  River  Falls,  Wisconsin— Nineteen  years  of  age ; 
graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  1936,  with  three  years  of  vocational  agricul- 
ture completed.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  F.  F.  A.  continuously  since 
1934.  He  received  the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  October,  1935.  Merton  carries 
a  farming  program  which  includes  74  ewes,  three  gilts,  25  pigs,  one  mare,  four 
purebred  heifers,  14  acres  of  alfalfa,  six  acres  of  Sudan  grass,  11  acres  of  rye,  one 
and  one-half  acres  of  clover,  and  an  improvement  project  in  home  beautification. 
He  has  earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $500  and  from  other  agricultural  work  $240. 
He  has  invested  in  farming  a  total  of  $610  and  $120  in  savings  account.  Merton 
has  served  as  Secretary  and  President  of  his  F.  F.  A.  chapter;  also  Secretary 
of  the  State  Association.  He  markets  his  wool  and  cream  through  cooperatives. 
In  scholarship  he  ranked  third  in  a  class  of  88  students  and  plans  to 'enroll  in  a 
College  of  Agriculture  returning  to  the  farm  after  graduation. 

BERTON  BLACK,  Sheridan,  Wyoming— Twenty  years  of  age;  graduated 
from  high  school  in  June,  1937  with  three  years  of  vocational  agriculture.  Re- 
ceived the  Degree  of  State  Farmer  in  April,  1937  and  has  maintained  active 
membership  in  the  organization  since.  Berton  rents  141  acres  of  irrigated  crop 
land,  on  which  he  carries  out  the  following  farming  program:  46  hogs,  11  acres 
of  barley,  six  acres  of  corn,  25  acres  of  potatoes  and  ten  acres  of  beans.  He  has 
earned  from  farming  a  total  of  $5,442  over  a  period  of  five  years  and  has  in- 
vested in  farming  a  total  of  $1,168.  Miscellaneous  assets  were  listed  at  $357.  He 
assisted  with  a  chapter  nursery  project  and  purchased  cooperatively  110  bags  of 
certified  seed  potatoes.  Berton  has  served  as  Reporter  and  Secretary  of  his 
F.  F.  A.  chapter,  and  has  been  President  of  the  Wyoming  Association.  He  is  in 
the  upper  40%  of  his  class  in  scholarship.  Plans  to  continue  his  partnership  with 
his  father  and  become  permanently  established  in  farming. 
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